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'Introduction 

P ILGRIM SOULS is a story about the founding, growth, 

and transformation of Tucson's Grace Episcopal Church 
into Grace St. Paul's Episcopal Church. But it is more than 

that too. Grace Church was founded in the Arizona Territory just 

after Tucson became a city and just before the railroad and the 

University of Arizona came to the dusty town. The development 

of the three, the church, University, and city, are intertwined. 

At the church's founding in 1882 the city was the center of a 

trading and commercial area on the Butterfield Stagecoach route 

between Yuma and the bustling copper mining towns of Tomb

stone and Bisbee, serving also as a distributor of goods to cat

tlemen and Tohono O'odham tribal members in the southwest. 

In Territorial days Tucson's major church community was St. 

Augustine cathedral then located at the base of A Mountain (for

mally Sentinel Peak), but there were also other Protestant groups, 

Presbyterians, Baptists and Methodists, and a small Jewish com

munity. 

In earlier histories Grace Church has been called the Mother 

Church of Arizona, but that is a misnomer. The first Episcopa

lian service was held in Yuma in 1874 and the first Episcopalian 
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church was erected in Tombstone in 1882, a decade before the 

fledgling Grace congregation got enough money together to 

begin its building on the southwest corner of Broadway (then 

Camp) and Stone Avenue at the southern edge of the Tucson 

residential community. Nevertheless, the Grace Church com

munity grew. When its area became commercial, it moved to 

the northwest corner of Stone and University (then East Third 
Street), major thoroughfares but surrounded by residential areas. 

Its congregation considered itself an important part of the com

munity by the 192o's when it ministered not only to families in 

the downtown area, but to University students, patients in the 

many tuberculosis facilities then important in the town, and to 

soldiers at Fort Huachucha. Early pastors were colorful, but often 

had brief tenures until the Rev. William Dixon arrived in 1911. He 

stayed until 1922, moving the church to its Stone and University 

location where it remained until 1956. 
By that time other Episcopal churches had been established, 

including St. Paul's parish. St. Paul's grew out of the University 

community and its Student Center begun in the 193o's by Ada 
McCormick at first in the garage of her home. It was sited at many 
locations within the University until the post World War II boom 

forced the University to encourage its move. It's own building was 

erected on Speedway and Vine, just west of Campbell Avenue in 

1959. Popular ministers Jerry Wallace at Grace and Keith Kreitner 

at St. Paul's led their respective congregations over 20 years. 
Both congregations then were pilgrim souls, growing and 

changing locations as the times and needs pushed them. The 

two churches, both noted for fine music and interest in social 

justice issues, joined in a landmark merger in 1991, with St. Paul's 

leaving behind the Speedway property and settling in at the 
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newer and more spacious Grace Church near the Arizona Inn on 
Adams Street. Since that time the Grace St. Paul (GsP) congrega

tion has struggled to find its own identity. In the process some of 

the founders in each original congregation have left, but others 

have come in. The greatest changeover came with the congrega

tion's decisions to become a welcoming community to gays and 

lesbians and to ally with progressive Christianity's emphasis on 
following Christ's model of encouraging people to develop their 

own gifts and to share those talents with others in both caring 

for them and providing resources for those who are weaker. Ex

perimental liturgy has also become a hallmark of the congrega

tion, marked with the construction of the labyrinth in front of 

the church in 1956 (shown in Stu Jenks' photograph on the cover 
of this book). 

I became interested in this history when Lynne Albright asked 

me to assist her in organizing the piles of correspondence and 

other cartons of papers that had accumulated in various drawers 

and closets over more than 100 years. With Chuck Dickson and 
the blessing of the Rev. Gordon McBride, himself an historian, 

we spent summers sorting, labeling and occasionally discarding 

materials. Then we commandeered a closet and some shelving 

to form our archives. The hand written letters and documents 

fascinated me and then researchers began arriving to use our ma

terials and I learned that we had an invaluable resource that had 

been relatively ignored. When I found a typed document titled 

"The Saga of Mrs. Jacobs," I was hooked. So over five years ago I 

began my research. A year ago after I had begun writing, I antici

pated a book of some 100 pages. But finding more materials and 
some wonderful photographs-more than I could possibly use-the 

project kept growing. 
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Now my book is nearly finished. I need to acknowledge the 

foresight of the many people who kept such fine records over the 

years and to admit that some did not-and their stories have been 

lost. I can only hope that the current need for fiscal restraint and 
the mania to keep files on hard drives rather than paper does not 

cause other stories to be lost. Our archives closet is now woefully 

inadequate. It is overcrowded, hard to access, and impossible to 

work in. My husband, a retired archivist, is always fearful that 
I might be injured when getting or returning materials. Fortu
nately I have so far avoided disaster. 

Some people have been extraordinarily helpful to my work. 

Lynne Albright acquainted me with the Grace and St. Paul ma

terials and organized them so usefully. My husband Bill whose 

constant encouragement, willingness to relinguish the computer, 

and loving assistance, especially with the index, has kept me on 
task. Rolfe Chase of Prescott, historian for the Arizona Diocese, 

has exchanged tidbits as he has found them particularly in the 

Convocation Journals, which he owns, and from the Diocesan 

Archives at Arizona State University where he has often visited. 

He has graciously filled in data that would have taken me many 
more hours and endless trips to Phoenix to acquire. 

Parishioners David Hart, Olga Zeller, Carol McBride, Theresa 

Felgar, Jane Pundt, Danielle Phillips, and Ann Thornton have 

given personal collections of clippings and photos. My friend 

Margaret Ward, herself an author, painstakingly proofread an 
early draft and Chuck Dickson, a dependable church historian, 

read a later one. Stu Jenks provided his wonderful photo of the 

labyrinth for the cover and Craig Garver designed it. Garver re

formed the book to meet printing requirements and with his 

graphic expertise greatly enhanced the quality of photographs 
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and design. But the one who perhaps helped me most of all is a 

woman whom I never met, Ada McCormick. Her collection of 

correspondence, service leaflets, and all sorts of trivia is astound

ing. Her breadth of interest in Tucson and passion for the welfare 

of the world and its citizens is humbling. Her ecumenical view

point and own divided allegiance among St. Paul's, Grace Church, 

and St. Philip's Church in the 4o's and 5o's, well documented with 

notes, voluminous correspondence, and souvenir programs filled 

in a formative period in my history. 

In casting about for a suitable title for my work, I came across 

a verse of a poem by William Butler Yeats. It reads: 

How many loved your moments of glad grace, 
And loved your beauty with love false or true, 

But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you, 
And loved the sorrow of your changingface1 

Although Yeats seems to have been talking about an aging per

son, the description seemed suitable for the changes the Grace 

and St. Paul's congregations and the Grace St. Paul's congrega

tion have and are undergoing. Founders of both congregations 

strike me as "pilgrim souls" often wandering sometimes aim

lessly, sometimes purposefully much as did the children of Israel 

in their desert. Thankfully the church's face is now not full of 

sorrow as the pilgrim's is in the poem, but full of thankfulness 

and joy and wonder in what it is yet to become. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

'The 13eginning: 'Territorial fJJays 

T UCSON, AN OUTGROWTH OF THE SPANISH PRESI

D 1 o established in 1776, was a small but bustling trading 

village and capital of the Arizona Territory in May 1874 

when it first entertained the Rt. Rev. Otis W. Whitaker, then Epis-

copal bishop of Nevada and the Territory of Arizona. 

The Bishop had begun his journey April 27 by rail from his 
home in Virginia City, Nevada, to San Francisco; a steamer trip 

from San Francisco to San Diego, a stage ride from there to Yuma 

- where he had stopped to conduct two services: the first at Fort 

Yuma in the morning and the second at 5 P.M. in the courthouse, 

and, finally, an arduous trip on a buckboard drawn by two mus

tangs to Tucson. 1 

The buckboard, he explained in his report to the Episcopal 

Church's Board of Missions, was "a four-wheeled vehicle with

out springs, and generally without a cover." He added, "The first 

night out seems to me the longest, most wearisome I ever passed. 

To sleep while in motion is impossible; for to go to sleep is to fall 

off; of this I was convinced before I had slept two minutes. And 

though the rate of travel is only four miles an hour there is little 

delay on the road." Despite the hardships, he added, "I found the 
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stage-men, proprietors and drivers extremely polite and kind. I 

was never treated with more consideration and respect. And so 
I may say of the people of Arizona generally. I found them intel

ligent, cordial and hospitable." 

Whitaker notes that "white settlers are, in the main an excel

lent class of people" although they form "only a small part of the 

population. The whole number of residents of the Territory .. . ex
clusive of Indians, is only 9,658." Tucson at that time had nearly 
a third of that total - ten times the size of any other Arizona 

town, 2 but, according to the Bishop, "not more than 500 can read 

an English newspaper." Still Whitaker observed carefully the 

one-story houses built of adobe and the thriving fields of wheat 

and barley in the fields outside of Tucson - ploughed, he wrote, 
by oxen fastened to their broken stick yokes by strips of rawhide. 

Farmers' carts sat on wheels "formed by solid blocks of wood 

sawn from the ends oflogs." 

The village of Tucson had just been incorporated with Sidney 

DeLong, a pioneer trader, as mayor. A telegraph line was in oper

ation, easing the arrangements for Whitaker's visit and enabling 
Governor Anson P.K. Safford to meet Whitaker's stage on Sunday, 

May 24, and to introduce him that evening to the crowd throng

ing the county courthouse which then was a one-story adobe 

building that had been built just six years earlier. 3 He stayed in 

Tucson for several days and preached again on Wednesday eve

ning. Before leaving on Thursday for Wickenberg, Whitaker met 

with Tucson's mayor and other businessmen who encouraged 

him to establish a church in the growing town. 

To his Board of Missions, he reported that the Roman Catholic 

Church was already established in the southern part of the Terri

tory with churches in Tucson, Yuma and Florence, but that "the 
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Priests will neither bury the dead, nor baptise nor marry the liv
ing, unless well paid for their services" making "the intelligent 

white population desirous of some [other] religious influence 

which shall at least have the effect of correcting the worst abuses 

of the Romanists." The only protestant church in the Territory, he 

claimed, was at Prescott, "a small frame building .. . now owned 

and occupied as a Methodist Episcopal Church."4 

"I held services in almost every town, which were well-attended 

in every place, and much interest was manifested," the Bishop 

said, adding, "although there are several places in which I should 

be glad to see our Church planted, there is only one in which I 

should think it advisable to begin work at present. And that is 

Tucson." A man coming there, especially if he spoke Spanish or 

would learn it, he had been assured, "would meet with a hearty 

welcome and cordial sympathy in his work." He urged the Epis
copal Church Board of Missions to first change the administra
tive jurisdiction, suggesting that connecting Arizona to southern 

California would be more practical for travel and supervision. 

He also noted that the building of the Southern Pacific Railroad 

from Yuma, then in the planning stages, would greatly increase 

the need for a church. 

But the church did not act quickly. The Presbyterians orga

nized a congregation in 1876 and constructed a church building by 

1879; Baptist and Methodist Episcopal congregations organized. 

And Tucson continued to expand, becoming a city in 1879. It had 

three newspapers including the Spanish language El Fronterizo 
and had added its first permanent public school in 1875.5 

Occasional Episcopal services were held with visiting cler

gymen from California or New Mexico, including in 1880 the 

Reverend William Henry Hill who found twenty-one communi-
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cants to represent along with a new Episcopal congregation that 

had been organized in Tombstone, then a thriving mining town 

to the southeast. He represented both in the first Convocation 

of the new missionary district which joined Arizona with New 

Mexico. 6 

In August the Rev. Henry Hayes Messenger arrived and be

gan holding services regularly for the winter months in Tucson's 

new courthouse, a two-story red brick Victorian building. Mes
senger taught a night school for Chinese children who had come 

into Tucson with the coming of the Southern Pacific Railroad in 

March i88o. He was referred to as "the Episcopal clergyman of 

this city" when he held Thanksgiving services at the courthouse 

and preached at the Christmas Day services in the Presbyterian 

Church.7 

Finally in November 1881 Mrs. John S. Carr, wife of the mayor, 

invited a small group of ladies to her home for the purpose of 

forming a society to promote the growth of an Episcopal Church 

in Tucson. 8 This meeting resulted in the first Episcopal society 

in the territory, the Ladies Guild of Grace Mission, and "$1250 

was then and there subscribed" for the purpose of purchasing 

property for a church. Mrs. Charles Hudson, wife of a banker, 

was president; Mrs. E.B. Pomeroy, wife of an attorney, was vice 

president; Nellie Pomeroy, her sister-in-law, teacher, and city 

librarian, was secretary; Mrs. James Buell, treasurer. An execu

tive committee composed of Mrs. Carr, Mrs. James, Mrs. Mor

gan, Mrs. Livingston, Mrs. Ed Hudson and Mrs. Thompson was 

also named. They agreed to continue raising funds by holding 

two socials every month to defray the expense of holding church 

services in Tucson and asked banker Hudson to read Episcopal 

services every morning in the Presbyterian Church. 

4 



The Beginning: Territorial Days 

In February 1882 George E. Dunlop, the newly appointed Bish

op of the missionary district of New Mexico and Arizona, visited 

Tucson. He appointed the first Bishop's committee, forerunner 

of a vestry, comprised of Mayor John S. Carr, Charles Hudson, 
and Col. J.R. James. Meanwhile by early 1882 Bishop Dunlop 
was concerned about the slow progress of the Tucson congrega

tion as it reported only twenty-five communicants and a Sunday 

School with two teachers and fifteen pupils. In his report to the 

1882 Convocation, he noted, "Tucson gives me more anxiety than 

any other place in the Jurisdiction. I made four visits during the 
year, spending a Sunday and several week days each time." Only 

$10 had been contributed in offerings at five Sunday services con

ducted by visiting priests, he said, adding, "I have no marked 

progress to report, except that the ladies have been at work, and 

have succeeded in gathering about $600 towards a building fund 
. .. and now, to obtain a desirable site will cost at least $1,000." 

He announced that to speed things along, he was appointing 

the Rev. C.J. HENDLEY from the diocese of Wisconsin to take 

charge of the mission beginning in October. "From his success 

in difficult places in the past, I feel confident that the work in 

Tucson will not prove a failure in his hands," he added.9 

Not long after Bishop Dunlop consecrated the Tombstone 

Church in February 1883, he visited Tucson again to see how 

Hendley was progressing. Apparently the work was thriving, for 

in May the Tucson Ladies Society purchased a small lot on the 

corner of Stone Avenue and Camp (now Broadway) for $2,ooo for 

the first Grace Church building. The property held a small adobe 

building which generated $50 a year in rent. 10 

After that, however, problems arose. Hendley left in the fall, 

a depression occurred, and many members of the Guild and its 
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supporters moved away. Bishop Dunlop again appointed Charles 

Hudson as lay reader. Intermittent visits over the next three years 

by The Rev. Thomas W. Haskins of California also helped sustain 

the congregation. Then Bishop Dunlop died and was succeeded 

by Bishop Miles Kendrick who arrived in Tucson in February 

1888. He appointed R. W. Pearson of Phoenix as temporary priest 

in charge of the mission and chair of the building committee. 
In April Bishop Kendrick returned to lay the cornerstone for 

the church in ceremonies in which Haskins returned from his 

parish in Los Angeles, California, to give the address. The event 

coincided with the national holiday for the Centennial of George 

Washington's inauguration. Tucson's celebration began with a 

Union Memorial service of Protestant churches at the Congrega

tional Church. Immediately after that service, Bishop Kendrick, 

assisted by Revs. Pearson and Haskin led a procession to the lot 

on Stone Avenue to lay the cornerstone. 11 

Soon after, Bishop Kendrick called a meeting of the commu

nicants and others interested in the welfare of the mission and 

recommended that steps be taken at once for the erection of a 

church building. A building committee was appointed which 

called upon architects to submit plans for a church building to 

cost about $4,000. After that, G. Harold Mansfeld, an architect 

who had helped design the University of New Mexico, submit

ted plans which the building committee eventually accepted. By 

then the committee had in hand about $1,000 and another $1,700 

subscribed - enough for the committee to let a contract for erec

tion of a foundation and whitish stone walls with hammer-faced 

work laid in a terraced fashion, each finished with a Greek cross 

cut out from a single stone (one of which is encased in the Adams 

Street signboard of the current Grace St. Paul's Church). But 
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1he original Grace Church 

on Stone and Camp (now Broadway), 1894-1914. 
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the money ran out in March 1890 when the walls were eight feet 
high. 

Since the Bishop would not allow any indebtedness to com

plete the work, the Ladies Guild went to work again and by May 

1892 a roof was put on. The cedar shingled roof featured exposed 

rafters and trusses of oiled Oregon pine in the building's inte

rior. Subscriptions had to be raised to add windows and doors by 
March 1893. During the prolonged building, services were held 
in the old Baptist meeting house by a succession of priests. The 

Rev. L. DELOS MANSFELD, father of the architect, served from 

April 1890 to November 1892 when he left for a California con

gregation. In the fall of 1891 the University of Arizona opened 

its first building. The University had six faculty members, and 

thirty-two students on forty acres of desert land far to the east 

of Grace Church's downtown location. It was hardly noticed but 

foreshadowed the new development to come in that area. The 

Rev. E.W. GITHENS of San Francisco, California, took charge of 

Grace Church and its slowly progressing building from Decem

ber 1892 to April 1893. 

The first service in the new church was held on Easter Sun

day, April 2, 1893, though the interior was not yet finished. Chairs 

were used instead of pews. The Rev. Dr. Githens presided (Bishop 

Kendrick was away). 12 He stood in front of an elaborately carved 

altar topped by brass vases and cross. In the altar was carved 

"This Do in Remembrance of Me" with a raised frieze across the 

front. Lower side panels featured wheat stalks and grapes, sym

bols of communion. They flanked a center panel of five crosses 

interlaced in relief. Behind it was a Greek cross with the symbol 

l.H.S. embossed in gold. A heavy communion rail of oak with 

burnished brass standards separated the chancel from the pews 

8 



The Beginning: Territorial Days 

in the sanctuary. Dark wood panels on one side of the altar were 

inscribed "Faith, Hope, Love" in gothic gold letters and on the 

other "The Greatest of These is Love." As Githens was a mem

ber of the Golden State Commandery of Knights Templar of San 
Francisco, the Knight Templars of Tucson attended the service, 
adding an unusual touch to the festivities. 

By October wood paneling and a rood screen of oiled Oregon 

pine matching the rafters and trusses were in place, along with 

pine pews. The pulpit, of oak, was a memorial to the late Bishop 

Dunlop, who died March 12, 1888. Narrow side Gothic windows, 
arranged in pairs, and filled with "warm tones of cathedral glass, 

transmitted a flood of mellow light within," according to an ac

count by parishioner Byran W. Tichenor. 13 

The next Sunday the Rev. F.E. MCMANUS of St. Louis, Mis

souri, took charge as vicar of the mission church. His first 
Church Committee appointed by the Bishop, included both 

men and women. They were Dr. F.H. Godwin, warden; J.M. 

Ormsby, secretary; Mrs. Myer, treasurer; Bryan W. Tichenor, J.F. 

Gooding, H. D. Underwood, and Miss Frye. The twenty-nine year 

old McManus rejuvenated the Sunday School and organized a 

Lyceum for young men between the ages of 14 and 21 years. He 

began the Bessie Edgar Memorial Guild, an altar guild named in 

memory of a young visitor from Detroit, Michigan who had died 

in May. He also oversaw completion of the interior. By October 

pine pews were in place in the church. McManus left in Decem

ber 1894. 

The new vicar was the Rev. VIRGINIUS (he was a native of 

Virginia) OCTAVIUS GEE, who preferred to go by Octavius. He 

hoped the dry climate would improve his health. For a while 

it did and he became greatly loved, especially by children who 
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called him "O Gee!" Grace Church was consecrated by Bishop 

Kendrick on February 28, 1897, Quinquagesima Sunday, marking 

the first time the church had been debt free. By Easter Gee re

ported sixty-five communicants and a Sunday School with eight 

teachers and sixty pupils. In that year there were 11 infant and 

5 adult baptisms; $1,419.20 had been received in offerings. 14 But 

in January 1899 just short of three years after his arrival, Gee re
signed due to ill health and returned to his home state where he 

died a few months later. 

After his tenure there was a nine month lull filled again with 

clerical substitutions from surrounding communities, especially 

Tombstone and Bisbee, for Sunday services. The statistics for that 

year show a sharp drop to forty-seven communicants, though the 
Sunday School remained strong with 10 teachers and fifty-seven 

pupils. Somehow $1,200 had been subscribed to build a parish 

house and rectory. 15 

The Rev. CHARLES FERGUSON arrived from Massachu

setts on September 1, 1899. With him were his wife Georgia, son 

Charles (called Tam) Jr., twelve, and daughter Christine, eleven.16 

He negotiated a salary of $1,000 a year, then about twice the pov

erty level for a family of four, and a two-month vacation - which 

he quickly stretched to four months, May through September. 

The extended interval gave him time to concentrate on his writ

ing, especially The Religion of Democracy (1899) and The Affirma
tive Intellect (1901). 

In 1900 it was reported at the annual Convocation that "for 

the first time in Arizona" a daily service had been maintained at 

Grace Church in Tucson. Ferguson, the rector responsible, was 

an intense young man who held strong theories of democracy 

and absolute equality. 17 In 1900 he had asked Bishop Kendrick's 

10 



The Beginning: Territorial Days 

permission to appoint a Jewish banker, Barai (also known as 

Barron) Jacobs to the Church Council. Apparently that never 

happened, but Jacobs' wife Yetta already had been serving as 

choir director for several years and was well-respected in that 

position. Ferguson also proposed to Bishop Kendrick appointing 
"about three young men ... utterly uncorrupted by church politics 

- straight from the streets."18 The request, according to Ferguson's 

biographer Robert A. Johnson, Jr., shows that Ferguson's under

standing of the church was that it was "a public asset, and should 

exclude no one, either from pews or power." 

The church, for Ferguson, was not "a private, voluntary orga

nization but a democratic institution." He even imagined the 

church as "a new kind of institution that would feed the pub

lic spirit, and the physical city, as well." His idea was what he 

called the "University Militant," a combination "residence and 
school, along the lines of a settlement house." He imagined that 

"the proposed new rectory of Grace Church could be turned into 

a cornerstone of this university - an institution for effecting so

cial change in Southern Arizona." 19 Although he wrote to Bishop 

Kendrick about this plan in November 1900, for whatever reason 

it was not mentioned again. 

In May, 1901 Ferguson's brother Edwin Benjamin Ferguson, 

was ordained deacon in Grace Church, the first such rite in the 

church. Ferguson also raised $1,200 for a new parish house, pre

pared a class of twelve for confirmation, and put his wife in charge 
of the Sunday School. 20 Another sign of stability was that in June 

1901 Grace Church became a self-supporting congregation. 

Apparently, however, there was some sort of friction between 

Ferguson and the Bishop over finances, for in April 1902 Bish

op Kendrick wrote in his Annual Address, "I trust that Grace 
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Church will fall into line with us and take the position to which 

it is entitled in this missionary district."21 In October 1902 after 

Ferguson had overstayed his four month summer vacation for 

the third consecutive year, the Bishop, egged on by some mem

bers of the congregation, requested Ferguson's resignation. Ap

parently in addition to his over-long vacation, he had stirred up 

some controversy in articles about his theories relating religion 
to democracy that he had written for the Hearst newspapers in 
San Francisco, so Bishop Kendrick in a letter dated August 12, 

terminated his employment effective October 1.22 Grace Church 

lost a notable rector that way. Ferguson's The Religion of Democ
racy, was a best seller that became one of the New York Times Lit
erary Supplement's most influential books of 1901. He wrote his 
second book The Affirmative Intellect primarily during his vaca
tions while at Grace. 23 He became a Unitarian minister in Kansas 

and left the Episcopal ministry in 1906. But he later served Presi

dent Woodrow Wilson as a respected agent of the Department 

of Commerce in Europe and, several years after that, worked on 

Mexican and Latin American projects for the Department. His 
later years, however, were marked by financial losses; he died 

penniless in 1944.24 

A month after Ferguson's departure, GEORGE SELBY arrived 

from New Mexico. When the Bishop appointed the Reverend 

Selby as the new rector, there was instant enmity with Ferguson's 

choir director Mrs. Jacobs. In 1903 Mrs. Jacobs alleged that the 

Rev. Selby would not allow dances and minstrel entertainment 

under church auspices. Despite opposition from the Church 

Committee, who did not see the necessity, she raised $600 for a 

new organ. She also announced in March 1904 that she planned 

to use her Grace choir in the anticipated new Jewish synagogue 
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being supported by her husband Barron Jacobs. The Rev. Selby's 
objections divided the choir, half of whom withdrew. 

Mrs. Jacobs removed all the choir robes and hymnals from the 

church.25 Bishop Kendrick wrote to Mrs. Jacobs in April object

ing that "she is not a church member and cannot exert right in

fluences on young people." But he added that she "may remain if 

she limits herself to music, not disturbing other parts of church 

life.''26 According to long-time Grace member and a close friend 

of Mrs. Jacob's, Nellie Pomeroy, in a letter to the Bishop dated 

May 25, 1904, these members "refuse to return unless justice is 

done to their faithful leader. Besides this there are thirty at least 

of the old communicants of the church who have built it and sup

ported it since its beginning who will stand by Mrs. Jacobs who 

has worked with us [the choir] so well and so faithfully for the 

past eighteen years." 

Quickly "The Saga of Mrs. Jacobs" gained steam when Mrs. Ja
cobs made an effort to bring Ferguson back. The church commit

tee in turn regained the choir robes and put them in the senior 

warden's keeping. In August Mrs. Jacobs admitted failure in her 

efforts to open a new church with Ferguson, but left the territory 

on vacation, taking the choir fund of $700 with her. Selby, how

ever, was jubilant, writing to the Bishop, "It means the absolute 

and unconditional defeat of the principal plotters against Grace 

Church. I shall have a free hand on the reopening of the Church. 

Mrs. Jacobs will be away all the Winter."27 

But when she returned not in the winter but in the fall, disrup

tions continued until Selby, in December, announced his resig

nation effective after Easter 1906. Bishop Kendrick immediately 

came to Selby's defense in a letter published in the Arizona Daily 
Star. Finally Selby did leave in April after the Bishop reassigned 
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him to Globe. 28 That fall the Rev. William Hoff, a deacon, was 

assigned as locum tenens until the Rev. SIDNEY WOODFORD 

from California took over in February 1907. His brief tenure was 

plagued by financial problems and he left December 1, 1908, be

cause of lack of financial support. The church was mostly closed 

for much of the next year. In April 1909 Bishop Kendrick com

mented, "Grace Church will come out of its troubles. What is 

needed is the right man for rector."29 

The next priest, the Rev. ISAAC BAGNALL had been the first 
priest ordained in Arizona when he was consecrated in Tomb

stone in February 1883. He had served that parish and then gone 

to Kentucky and California before returning to become vicar at 

Grace in October 1909. He presided over ceremonies on October 

14 when Grace became a parish (just over a year after Trinity in 

Phoenix became Arizona's first parish in April 1908), indicat

ing that the parish was back on a sound financial footing. He 

was raised to rector status, the first rector of Grace. But in late 

February 1910 he resigned suddenly at the request of the vestry. ~0 

Bagnall's abrupt departure on March 3 closed the church over 

the summer of 1910. It reopened with Phoenix priests presiding 

after the summer search process until a young priest with health 

problems, the Rev. FREDERICK LYNE, arrived and took over 

some fall services. After he died in December, the new Arizona 

Bishop, Julius Atwood (Bishop Kendrick had been moved to lead 

the New Mexico Diocese) came to Grace Church to lead a service 

and consecrate a marriage. 

Finally in February 1911, the Rev. WILLIAM DIXON, a native 

of Ontario, Canada, and a Harvard graduate began a ten-year 

stint as rector. His coming with his wife Laura stabilized the con

gregation after a very chaotic several years. He presided over the 
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ringing of the church bells on February 12, 1912, when Arizona 
became a state. Douglas Martin in his history of the University 
writes: " ... Tucson tied down the siren at the waterworks, whis

tles of the Southern Pacific locomotives, mills, factories blew ... 

church bells went wild and fireworks exploded."31 

The Rev. William J. Dixon, Grace Church Rector, 1911-1922. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

(jrace Parish 'Flourishes, 1912-1931 

THE CHURCH FLOURISHED under Dixon's leadership, 
though in 1912 there was a damaging fire in the Guild 

Hall. Even Mrs. Jacobs was back leading the choir and at 
the annual meeting was commended for her "faithfulness and 

service." In December 1913 the congregation, led by Dixon, Percy 
Rider and O.C. Parker, decided to move the church out of the 
now bustling Stone-Broadway commercial area and north to the 
northeast corner of Stone and University Avenue, an area that 

was being rapidly developed, but was far enough from the busi

ness center to be moderately priced. They also considered a lot 
nearer their building on Scott Street, but a parish vote defeated 

it on 14-85 vote in favor of the northeasterly site which was bro
kered by "General" Calvert Wilson, mostly a winter resident who 

kept law offices in Los Angeles and Tucson, and was a long-time 

Grace parishioner.1 

The congregation paid $5,000 for the three lots which were 
three times larger than the existing property, and decided that 
the main church and Guild Hall would be moved to the new, 

larger site and "substantially re-erected." Philip Hubert Frohman, 

an architect from Pasadena, California, was hired. Letters of in-

17 



PILGRIM SOULS 

tent were sent to Bishop Atwood and the standing committee of 

the Diocese. Approval was granted in February 1914. 

On Easter Monday in April, contractor D.S. Cochran, a local 

builder, and his workers began pulling down the buildings of 

Grace Church, numbering each stone block as they went. 

Dixon wrote the next year: 

In the re-erection it was considerably improved. A new 
stained glass window of splendid workmanship, the gift 
of the Bishop, was placed in the gable over the altar. The 

chancel was deepened six and one half feet. The whole ar

rangement of the chancel was changed, leaving room on 

the Epistle side for the new pipe organ, which is now [1915] 

in the ground but not yet installed, and on the Gospel side, 
for the passage of the choir in the processional and reces

sional. A new hardwood floor was placed in the body of 

the church; the walls were beautifully decorated; and the 

Gothic window in the east end of the church was lowered 

about five feet, thus giving it a much more dignified ap
pearance both from the interior and the exterior. The 
porch was completely altered and much improved and cut 

stone moldings set over the porch entrance and the exterior 

of the large eastern window. The chancel and aisles of the 

church were carpeted anew. 

The parish house is twice the size of the old guild hall. It 

contains, in addition to the main room, a splendid vestry 

room, which, by means of folding doors, may be thrown 

into the main room, thus forming an auditorium which 

will seat 150 or 175 people. It contains a sacristy, lavatories 
for men and women, a kindergarten room, and a kitchen. 
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The sanctuary and exterior of the second Grace Church at Stone 
Avenue and University. 
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It too has a hardwood floor. Both parish house and church 

are heated from the same furnace placed in the basement 

of the church. 

The rectory is a commodious two-story building of the 

domestic Gothic style of architecture. Thus it harmonizes 

with the church, which is, in its new form, a good specimen 

of the ecclesiastical gothic. The wood used for the interior 
is cedar, the second story having been given a white ivory 
finish, the first story being finished in the natural wood. It 

too has hardwood floors throughout and has every modern 

convenience in the way of heating and lighting. 

A design for the walks and drives on the grounds of 

church and rectory was drawn by William Bray, an English 
architect resident in Tucson. 

In writing this description for The Arizona Church Record, 

Dixon added, "Services have now been held in the church, on 

the new site in the university section of the city, for four months. 

The change of site was an experiment .... It is therefore a matter 

of great satisfaction to us all that there has been no falling off of 

numbers; but, on the contrary the morning congregations have 

been better than they were down town, and the evening congre

gations have been equally good." He noted that the site "is within 

walking distance of three-fourths of the congregation; and being 

situated on the car line, is easily reached by the other fourth." 

Reconstruction of the church, which began in June 1914, was 

not exact, but numbered stones from around the doors and win

dows of the first church were taken down and became stones 

around the doors and windows in the second. 

The old site was sold to realtor Mose Drachman for $25,000, 
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a considerable profit over the $2,ooo originally paid for it. 2 The 

ceremonial laying of the cornerstone was presided over on June 

14, 1914, by The Rt. Rev. Julius Atwood, Bishop of the Missionary 

District of Arizona, who had taken office in 1911. The local news

paper reported that the service began at 5 P. M. on Sunday with a 

large audience, including "many people witnessing the ceremo

nies from automobiles and buggies." A full choir sang hymns and 

a quartet sang the "Te Deum" before Harry Drachman, as act

ing grandmaster of the Free and Accepted Masons, poured corn, 

wine, and oil, symbolic of nourishment, refreshment and cleans
ing, on the cornerstone in the Masonic ceremony. The Knights 

Templar were also present as an escort. Dr. A.E. Douglass related 

the history of the church in his address. The copper casket from 

the cornerstone of the old building was updated with newspaper 

copies and a brief history before being placed in the foundation 

of the new building. 3 Woodrow Wilson, was President of the 
United States; George P. Hunt, governor of Arizona; and Dr. I.E. 

Huffman, mayor of Tucson. 4 

In November 1914 Dixon conducted the funeral for Sidney 

Delong, elected first mayor of Tucson in 1871. The service was at 

the church and described as "simple and impressive."5 

The Grace Guild, the women's group instrumental in the first 

building, raised nine-tenths of the funds for laying the founda

tion for the new one. Even so in January 1915, the vestry autho

rized a $1,700 note to pay debts needed for the building and in 

February met with Bishop Atwood who gave assurances of some 

aid from his office. Nellie Pomeroy contributed a gift of $7,SOO 

for rebuilding and Edward C. Clark gave $600 for the altar. Yetta 

Jacobs, still choir director, collected most of the $1,SOO needed for 

a new pipe organ. The Bessie Edgar Guild contributed funds for 
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a new cross on the church. In July, Bishop Atwood's widow pro

vided money for a stained glass window, locally designed by Mr. 

Bray, for the wall behind the altar. 6 Mrs. Fred Steward contrib

uted a stove for heating the vestry and guild room. A "commodi

ous rectory" was erected later in the summer. Space remained 

for a later building of a more imposing Gothic church, which the 

Bishop claimed, the congregation hoped to build some day. The 
first use of the new building was in October when the vestry met 
in the new parish house. Services began shortly afterward. 

The new building was debt free by 1916 and in January the ves

try notified the Bishop that it would no longer need the $300 a 

year which the Board of Missions had been contributing to its 

support. Proudly Dixon noted, "Our pledges toward the mission

ary work of the church are greater than they have ever been. This 

is the best criterion of an intelligent and sympathetic interest in 

the most fundamental work of the church, which is the exten

sion of Christ's Kingdom in the out-of-the-way places of our own 

country and in foreign lands, as yet without the knowledge of 

Christ." Dixon added, "Because we are out of debt we must not, 
however, fold our arms with the idea we have nothing more to do. 

We have plenty of work to keep us busy for some time to come." 

He mentioned landscaping and noted, "The street in front of the 

church should be graded, as only thus can we get gas connection. 

When this is done, we shall need a sidewalk and a stone fence on 

the East side of the grounds."7 

In his annual parochial report at Easter 1916, Dixon noted the 

parish had cleared a debt of $2,700 in the past year, adding "An 

every member canvass was made, resulting in increase of sub

scribers of over 50 per cent and in increased subscriptions of over 

50 per cent. Attendance at morning prayer service has greatly in-
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creased during the year." He also said, "We have added ten boys 
to the choir who are gradually learning the service and whose 

bright, happy faces are an inspiration to all." He also mentioned 

the organization of a probationary chapter of the Brotherhood of 

St. Andrew, a men's Bible class, and redirection of the Women's 

Auxiliary into missionary work. 
At the u A.M. Easter service, Miss Nellie Pomeroy presented 

her gift of a large "brass alms receiver of fine workmanship." The 

plate was used to receive the Easter offering which was designat

ed to "tide the church through the summer months when regular 

income is less than usual." A special service for baptizing chil

dren was held at 3 P. M. on Easter just before a Sunday School 

festival. 7 Clearly the parish was blossoming. 

The property showed the prosperity too. A grass lawn was put 

in in front of the rectory and the Bessie Edgar Altar Guild planted 

a rose border along the curving driveway and a hedge along the 

north property line. To raise money the Guild sponsored a series 
of dances. One got the attention of the vestry when a Mr. Magee 

noticed the women had placed hats on the altar; he suggested 

that "something be done to have this stopped." Dixon promptly 

agreed to "see nothing of this kind occurs in the future."8 Women 

were, however, active in many ways. A Girls' Friendly Society was 

started in addition to the Woman's Guild. At the annual meeting 

in April, the senior warden Dr. Cannon appointed two women 

to a committee, first asking whether there were any objections to 

their service - as if he were unaware of their work! 

Bishop Atwood was clearly pleased with Dixon's service. In his 

annual address in 1917, he commended Dixon, commenting "Al

ready the Church has responded to his vigorous leadership. The 

congregation has grown; a large class was confirmed recently, 
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and another will be ready in the autumn." 9 Dixon was tapped to 

serve three months as canon at the Cathedral before moving on 

to St. Paul's parish in Yuma in 1922. 

The Rev. ERNEST C. TuTHILL from the diocese of Kansas 

began serving as rector in 1922 after Dixon left. 10 By that time 

the University of Arizona had expanded to twenty buildings with 

eighty-six faculty and 1,088 students. Tucson's population was 

20,292. 11 The second Grace Church by then had both a junior and 
senior choir, two women's groups, a Men's Club and the Order 

of Sir Galahad, for younger men, as well as a thriving Sunday 

School. In the 1923 Convocation Journal, Bishop Atwood said 

Tuthill's ministry "has been marked by a large increase in num

bers attending the services of the Church. At an ordinary Sunday 
morning service extra chairs have to be brought in." 

With the encouragement of the city's booster group, The Sun

shine Climate Club, tuberculosis sanitoriums had sprung up at 

the edges of Tucson beginning in the 189o's. Tentville, a city of 

tents inhabited by "Jungers" and their families grew north of 

Speedway between First and Campbell Avenues. 12 In 1918 Bishop 

Atwood vigorously supported the establishment of an Episcopal 

sanitorium called St. Luke's in the Desert, located on Adams 

Street just west of Euclid. In 1926 the annual meeting of Grace 

Church passed a resolution "urgently recommending" new Bish

op Walter Mitchell to appoint an assistant pastor "because of the 

very large number of sick people among us and also of the large 

number of students at the University."13 Shortly after that Ed

ward Vail gave the church two lots at the corner of 21st Street and 

Douglass Lane "to be used for the erection of a mission church at 

some future date."14 

These two events opened several years of sparring between 
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The Rev. Ernest C. Tuthill, Grace Church Rector, 1922-1937. 

Bishop Mitchell and Tuthill. As the only Episcopal rector in the 
community, Tuthill wanted to retain the administration of chap
lains under his supervision when they were serving the Univer

sity and aiding the sick, particularly at St. Luke's in the Desert 
- but he wanted the Bishop to pay for the services from his mis

sionary fund. 
Another matter began absorbing Tuthill, who had become 

active in the community, having been elected president of the 

Tucson Ministerial Association and as a board member for the 

Chamber of Commerce. He became embroiled in a conflict be

tween Cloyd Heck Marvin, newly selected president of the Uni
versity, and many faculty members including the popular dean 
and former head of the English Department, Frank C. Lockwood. 

Tuthill served as a spokesman supporting the faculty in asking 
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for continued faculty governance rather than Marvin's new busi

ness-style leadership. Tuthill was the first to testify at a Board 

of Regents hearing in Phoenix investigating the dispute on May 

3, 1926.15 He charged that Marvin had, through lies, deceit and 
manipulation, broken down the morale at the University of Ari

zona. 

The headline on page one of the Arizona Daily Star read "Re

gents Hear Ugly Word in First Day's Hearing of Minister's Charg
es." The article reported that Tuthill, "rector of Grace Episcopal 

church, in a loud voice read a lengthy arraignment of the univer

sity president. In the arraignment the 'short and ugly word' was 

used [but the newspaper never explained what this word was!], 

and there was reference to 'unfitness to hold the office of presi
dent of the University of Arizona.' It required no eavesdropping 

to hear these fragments, for Tuthill was in excellent voice." 16 

Other faculty members came forward with similar grievances 

after Tuthill's charges. But University of Arizona students began 

circulating a letter of support for Dr. Marvin. The Chamber of 

Commerce also supported Dr. Marvin and asked Tuthill to resign 

his board seat, saying his statements had "grossly misrepresented 

and misinterpreted the official attitudes of this Board." The Rotary 

Club, of which Dr. Marvin was a member, also denounced Tuthill 

as did the Tucson Merchants Association. Their voices prevailed, 

for in August the Regents voted 5-3 not to sustain the charges 

against the administration and voted unanimously to re-employ 

Marvin as president. 17 Both Governor Hunt and the new bishop, 

Walter Mitchell, who had replaced Bishop Atwood earlier that 

year, corresponded with Tuthill over the issue - which he shared 

with the vestry on September 15. No vestry action was recorded. 

Although that seemingly ended Tuthill's controversial role, Presi-
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dent Marvin continued under fire and in January resigned, along 

with his most ardent supporter E.E. Ellinwood, president of the 

Board of Regents. Shortly after that Marvin became president of 

George Washington University in Washington, D. c. where he re

mained for thirty-two years, known for his strong but sometimes 

manipulative leadership. 18 

The struggle in the limelight affected Tuthill too. In January 
2927 at the parish's annual meeting, Tuthill again discussed the 

"urgent necessity" for a pastor for students and for the sick in Tuc

son, asking parish delegates to underscore the need at the annual 

Convocation. 19 The church by that time was undergoing its own 

expansion. The chancel was enlarged to almost double its former 

seating capacity and an addition to the parish house at the south 

end connected it to the chancel by sliding doors so that part of 

the parish house could be used for overflow seating at special 

parish events. The parish house itself could seat 200. 

By March 2928 the wardens wrote a letter to Bishop Mitchell 

requesting an assistant to the rector. Apparently not getting a re

sponse, in September the vestry drafted a letter to the National 

Council in New York City protesting that Bishop Mitchell was 

ignoring the church's need for help and outlining the need for a 

pastor for the sick. 

A year later Bishop Mitchell came to a September vestry meet

ing to decide how to handle a three-month leave of absence for 

Tuthill. They agreed to his unexpected leave, presented by letters 

requesting it from Tuthill and his wife. 20 But Tuthill was back the 

following month and the vestry thanked the Rev. C.E. Hunting

ton of St. Luke's for "his labors in behalf of Grace Church during 
the absence of the Rev. Tuthill." The rapport did not last long. 

In December Bishop Mitchell sent a letter to the vestry pro-
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posing "to put a man into the southern part of Tucson to make a 

survey of its possibilities for church work." The vestry interpreted 

that as an effort to force Grace Church to give the lots donated 

by Edward Vail to a new mission church and wrote a reply that 
indicated it was not "a favorable time." In addition the vestry 

noted that a student pastor sent by the Bishop to the University 

for only the 1928-29 school year had not been reappointed. They 
asked the Bishop to have the next student pastor "ecclesiastically 

under the rector of Grace Parish" in order to function with suc

cess among the university students. 21 In response the Bishop 

requested a meeting time "to thrash out the questions touched 

upon in their letter," i.e., the mission on the south side and the 

student pastor. 
At that meeting in January and a second one in February 1930, 

the Bishop recognized the Vail property on the south side was in 

the Grace Church name. The vestry protested a report the Bishop 

had ordered in regard to opening a mission church was "full of 

glaring inaccuracies, information based on hearsay and because 

this is misleading and is written in an unkindly spirit, the Bishop 

should disregard the report."22 A second report made by the Rev. 

Oscar Rainey, a deacon, was still held by the vestry to be "inad

equate as to information and misleading as the number of people 

available in the district in question." The vestry, however, agreed 

to consent to the establishment of a mission under the direction 

of Rainey- as long as Grace Church would not be called upon for 

any financial assistance. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

Growing Pains, 1931-1945 

ST. ANDREW'S MISSION CHURCH at South Fifth Av

enue and 16th Street - then considered the south side, 

the second Episcopal parish in Tucson, opened at the 

end of September 1931 with Deacon Rainey serving as vicar. At a 

Grace vestry special meeting in May when the opening was an

nounced, a Mr. Peters read a resolution objecting: "We do not 

feel that Tucson is yet large enough to support two parishes. The 
Roman Catholics alone have divided their parishes. All the other 

denominations have central churches on the north side and these 

are attended by people from the entire city . .. We believe that 

the Church work in Tucson should be conceived and executed 

as a unit. That one strong central parish can and should have 

many activities in the City outside of the work capable of being 

accomplished in the central parish buildings." His resolution was 

unanimously carried. Clearly Grace Church was a long way from 

being a welcoming parish. 

The student pastor issue fared no better. Tuthill reported in 

September that Huntington had been appointed by the Bishop 

as chaplain to St. Luke's in the Desert. In October the vestry first 

wrote a letter to the New York church office asking for an adju-
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dicator to settle their differences with the Bishop, then rescinded 

that and instead drafted a letter directly to the Bishop saying, 

"since your conception of Mr. Huntington's status is at complete 

variance with our own and since there seems no likelihood of an 

early settlement of our differences, we wish to respectfully advise 

you that we feel the time has arrived for adjudication to be re

quested from the proper authorities in New York."1 Tuthill also 
reported that it was "the intention of the Bishop to support a plan 
looking to the building of a chapel in the vicinity of the Univer
sity ... to be used by the students and others connected with the 

University as their particular place of worship. Furthermore the 

student work is to be entirely under the direction of the Bishop 

and the student pastor responsible to him." 
It was the Depression that derailed that plan of the Bishop 

to build a University chapel and for a while longer, preserved 

Grace Church's status as a church for University students. But 

Ada McCormick, then an employee at the YWCA and a faculty 

wife newly arrived from Pennsylvania, opened a small chapel 

in her garage on Highland Avenue and encouraged student use. 
She called it the Chapel of the Wandering Scholar. A decade later 
she was a colorful community figure and soon after a loyal sup

porter of early rectors both at St. Paul's Church and of Wallace 

and Weeks at Grace Church. You will hear much more about her 

soon. 

In March 1932 Tuthill again suffered an illness that confined 
him to St. Luke's in the Desert, although he was back and working 

by mid-April. Perhaps that illness softened him, for in Septem

ber he appointed Huntington as Sunday School superintendent, 

paying him $200 for the nine months, and an additional $50 for 

conducting morning mid-week services. The Depression also tor-

30 



Growing Pains, i931-1945 

pedoed the vestry plan to enlarge the plant of Grace Church and 

the parish house, and to add a children's playground. By January 

1933 the decreasing pledge income forced the vestry to decide to 

cut all salaries ten per cent to take care of expenses and even so 

by April they had to take out bank notes to pay expenses. In May 

the vestry "reluctantly" imposed fifty per cent salary reductions 

for Tuthill, Huntington, and the treasurer through November. In 

October, they again borrowed from the bank and applied to bor

row money more long-term from the Bishop's revolving fund. 

Tuthill again became ill in November 1933 and left town with 
his wife, leaving behind letters committing the charge of the 

church to the vestry and requesting a year's leave of absence. The 

Rev. GEORGE FERGUSON - no relation to the earlier Charles 

Ferguson - was hired for the winter as locum tenens. He and his 

wife had been enroute to a west coast port to visit East Asia, but 

had stopped in Tucson to visit Mrs. Ferguson's son, then a stu

dent at the University of Arizona. They arrived just as Tuthill's 

leave of absence was announced. He accepted the vestry's call 

at a meeting December 4, and he and his wife May moved into 

the rectory. Ferguson presided over the January annual meeting, 

thanking the vestry for their "untiring service to Grace Church." 

The community unanimously approved a resolution sending 

their greetings to Mr. and Mrs. Tuthill and assuring the rector 

of their continued love and support. St. Philip's church history, 

written by Mary Abbott in 1986, reports: 

For five months Tucsonans crowded into Grace church 

to hear Mr. Ferguson's extraordinary sermons. A contem
porary account described them as "charmed oratory blend

ed with brilliant wit and spiced with biting sarcasm, prob-
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Christmas Pageant at Grace Church, i934. 

ing the complacency and weakness of congregation with a 

clarity that left them red-faced and squirming - and eager

ly awaiting the next Sunday's sermon." It was reported that 

"everyone in town" was talking about him and was sorry 

when the time came for the Fergusons to leave. 2 

However exaggerated that claim might have been, during the 

spring some members of Grace Church did begin talking about 

encouraging the resignation of Tuthill. But the Fergusons left in 

April for California as planned. 

In May, the Tuthills returned "greatly improved in health after 

a leave of absence spent on his homestead south of Tucson," ac

cording to an article in the Citizen on April i8. They reclaimed 

the rectory, but soon afterward Tuthill complained that "several 
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pieces of furniture had been damaged during the Rev. Ferguson's 

residence and that the icebox purchased for his use was unsatis

factory." The vestry agreed to those repairs and to the payment 

of light and gas bills allegedly left unpaid by Ferguson. However, 

the payments for the furniture were slow in coming and Tuthill 
persistently reminded the vestry of its promise. By September the 

vestry apparently had enough of Tuthill's complaints and "con

scious of our responsibility to God and our fellow parishioners for 

the welfare of the Parish" asked Tuthill to resign effective January 

1, 1935. Tuthill at first complied but then rescinded his resignation 
and made a pledge from the pulpit on Whitsunday "not to offend 

anyone during the time he continues as rector."3 

However, at the next meeting senior warden H.B. Leonard, the 

rector's warden, offered a motion to force his resignation any

way. But the motion lost and Leonard irately declared he had 
been personally threatened by his fellow vestrymen for the first 
time in his years of service to the church. In October, without 

the senior warden present, the vestry declared its opposition to 

Tuthill's resignation and expressed hope that "the entire vestry 

and all members of the parish unite in support of Mr. Tuthill."4 

They forwarded a copy of their resolution to Bishop Mitchell and 

for a time harmony was restored. 

Tuthill served fourteen more months, giving his most glow

ing parish report of his tenancy at the January 7, 1936, annual 

meeting. He claimed that the parish was "in the healthiest state 

he had ever known it to be," judging by the large number of pa

rishioners taking part in church programs and supporting the 

church financially. He nominated C. Zaner Lesher, the Univer

sity of Arizona's registrar, as senior warden. Dr. Oliver (0. K.) 

Garretson, professor of education at the University who served as 
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Sunday School superintendent, reported i25 children enrolled in 
church school, especially noting that Mrs. Huntington's primary 

class had seventy-one enrolled above the age of two with an aver

age attendance of forty-five each Sunday. Mrs. Tuthill, leader of 

an adult class on prayer life which she taught alternating with 

her husband, also reported an average attendance of 42. The 

Women's Auxiliary added a summary of active Red Cross work 
with soldiers at Ft. Huachuca including providing generous food 
baskets for them at Christmas. The United Thank Offering from 

Grace was proclaimed as the "largest in the district" at $85.50.5 

About that time the Rev. George Ferguson reappeared in 

Tucson as the new owner of Hacienda del Sol, a girls' boarding 

preparatory school north of River Road. With the aid of John 
Murphey, a native Tucsonan and engineering graduate from the 

University of Arizona, and of Swiss-born Josias Joesler, an ar

chitect, Ferguson built a chapel at Campbell and River Road, far 

north then of Tucson's boundaries. When in April the Grace ves

try learned of the Rev. Ferguson's plans to build a church instead 
of a school chapel, they quickly asked the bishop whether it had 
been authorized or not. Before the bishop replied, Ferguson an

nounced to chaplains at St. Luke's that a site had been chosen and 

that building arrangements were complete for constructing his 

dream church. 6 When the buildings became evident in Septem

ber, the vestry wrote a letter to the National Council office in New 

York stating their objections to another Episcopal Church, and 

questioning whether the bishop had authority to authorize such 

a church without the consent of the rector and vestry of the af

fected church. They also requested an investigation be instituted 
at "their earliest convenience."7 

But St. Philip's creators had financed the building with pri

vate funds and asked no help, financial or advisory, from Bishop 
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Mitchell or his missionary district until the building was near

ing completion in December 1936 (although Ferguson had con

tacted the bishop earlier, as is evident in a personal letter to John 

Murphey written on July 1, 1936, from his vacation place in Ver

mont). He wrote: 

I have not heard from the bishop as yet, and personally 

and confidentially, don't much give a dam [sic] what he says. 

I imagine he is thinking of something, but, never mind, it 

will come out the way we want it to. And it will be a gem, of 
that I am more than sure. 8 

Two days before Christmas Bishop Mitchell formally did certi

fy the Rev. Ferguson to officiate in the missionary district, trying 

first to propose a "celebratory" Holy Communion the next morn

ing with Rev. and Mrs. Tuthill, but the Rev. and Mrs. Ferguson 

and the Huntingtons from St. Luke's, who had apparently joined 

Ferguson, declined. 9 The Bishop instead met with Tuthill and the 

Grace Church vestry that evening to explain in person why he 

had decided to license the church. The next morning he returned 

to the Fergusons to complete the paperwork for establishing the 

chapel as a mission church. Ferguson held his first official service 

hours later on Christmas Eve. According to Abbot's history of 

St. Philip's, 235 people crowded into a chapel designed to seat 198. 

She writes, "The glow of luminarias led worshipers to the great 

entrance doors, replicas of those in an ancient Mexican church. 

The joyous Christmas music poured from the pipe organ .. . Mr. 

Ferguson had fulfilled his dream."10 

Ferguson selected Grace's former warden H.B. Leonard as 

his senior warden and handpicked Leo B. Keith, junior warden; 

Walter Roediger, clerk; and Carl Gustafson, treasurer - all for-
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mer Grace vestry members, to serve as his Board of Control dur

ing formation of his new church, a move that further infuriated 

Tuthill. Nonetheless after Bishop Mitchell approved the estab

lishment of the St. Philip's mission church, the vestry of Grace 

Church extended "its best wishes to the Chapel and its Minister 

for success in its new undertaking." 11 

At the annual meeting January 5, 1937, Tuthill announced his 
resignation effective in July. But three days later at a special vestry 
meeting, he presented his resignation effective at once. This time 

he meant it and the vestry accepted it. At another special vestry 

meeting ten days later in Lesher's University office, Bishop Mitch

ell suggested two men in the district, one serving in Winslow and 

the other in Yuma, to replace Tuthill. 
Instead, in early March the vestry called EDGAR HENSHAW. 

Born in London, Henshaw was ordained priest in 1933, had been 

a missionary in the Hawaiian Islands, and was at a church in ru

ral Salome before coming to Grace in mid-March 1937. He ques

tioned the vestry closely on the church's financial condition and 

insisted on written conditions including burying the past and 
welcoming Mr. and Mrs. Huntington's assistance in the parish, 

making repairs in the rectory, and purchasing a new car (Harry 

Hayes, then newly elected to the vestry, arranged the purchase 

of a Plymouth sedan for $850). In addition the Bishop agreed to 

sign a mortgage of $4,000 for the rectory repairs. Two days later 

the Bishop instituted Henshaw formally as rector of Grace. The 

Women's Auxiliary and St. Margaret's Guild honored Henshaw 

and wife at a reception on April 6. On April 14 the newly consti

tuted St. Philip's vestry sent a letter welcoming Henshaw to Tuc

son and "offering any assistance that he might request."12 

In December Henshaw joined with clergymen Ferguson, Burnz 

of St. Andrews, and Huntington of St. Luke's in a weekly rotation 
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Grace Church Choir, 1936-1937. 

of celebrating Holy Communion at Ada McCormick's Chapel of 
the Wandering Scholar for University students. At Mrs. McCor
mick's instigation the Thursday morning service expanded into 

a social breakfast on her patio. For a time all three pastors and 

their wives would join her there once a month. Although that 
coziness did not last, the service and breakfasts with students did, 
for almost ten years. u 

Despite such auspicious beginnings Henshaw was not able to 

recover from the losses of parishioners and their financial sup

port to St. Philip's. Bishop Mitchell belatedly tried to help. In 
January 1938 he wrote a detailed letter to Burnz of St. Andrew's, 
Ferguson of St. Philip's, Henshaw of Grace, Ada McCormick of 

the University Chapel, and Huntington, chaplain at St. Luke's, 

trying to outline the roles each should take in the Tucson church 

community. 
He designated the south side for St. Andrew's, the Foothills 
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plus "those former members of Grace Church who some years 

ago withdrew from that Parish" for St. Philip's, adding, "Win

ter visitors, College students, other former members of Grace, or 

other people living in Tucson" could not be thrown out, but in

sisted, "they are not to be given any sort of official status, are not 

to be made members of Committees and not to be solicited for 

subscriptions. They belong to Grace Church ... "14 

Apparently that didn't help much, for in November 1938 Grace 
Church's treasurer Ralph King told the vestry the budget showed 

a deficit of $400. At the annual meeting in January he pointed 

out that pledges "must be tripled if the work of the church is to go 

on." Henshaw, however, said optimistically, "although the con

ditions of the Parish had been bad, and the outlook was uncer
tain, he had renewed hope lately that they could be straightened 
out." Henshaw then suffered health setbacks and after celebrating 

George and Ruth Codd's wedding on July 12, 1939, left for the 

summer. In September he returned and at the close of the 9:30 

A.M. service announced to the congregation that "the vestry had 

declared the Rectorship vacant" - which he wrote and signed in 

the service register. 15 No other service is listed until November 

26, 1939, when the Rev. FRANCIS T. BROWN was sent by Bishop 

Mitchell as a supply priest. Brown, a New York native and a Yale 

graduate, had already served parishes in Flagstaff, Yuma, and 

Mesa. He later was asked by the vestry to stay through December 

1940, though in fact he stayed until 1945. 

By this time Mrs. McCormick's casual chapel in her garage 

had been transformed into Cabot Chapel in 1938. She renamed 

the chapel after Dr. and Mrs. Richard Cabot of Boston, her god

parents. 16 Services became more frequent and attracted not only 

students but faculty. Finally in 1940, Bishop Mitchell established 

the chapel as an official chapel of the Missionary District of Ari-



Growing Pains, 1931-1945 

The Rev. and Mrs. Francis T. Brown at Grace Church. 

Choir at Grace Church, 1940. 

39 



PILGRIM SOULS 

zona. In a letter to all of Tucson's clergy and Mrs. McCormick, 

the Bishop noted "this (chapel) is in the boundaries of Grace 

Church and so far as any services or ministrations of Clergy are 

concerned, these become the responsibility of the Rector of Grace 

Church." He added, "If any of the rest of you should be called 

upon to take any sort of duty there . . . it would be necessary to 

confer with the Rector of Grace Church and secure his permis
sion." Brown, meanwhile, was soon referred to as "acting rector" 
but was welcomed by the vestry as a stabilizing influence in what 

was seen as a transitional period. In January he appointed King 

as senior warden and as treasurer again. John E. Kyle was elected 

junior warden and C.Z. Lesher was secretary. The Easter offering 

in 1942 enabled payment of all outstanding bills, including an 
FHA loan for the furnace and a final payment of the organ. The 

vestry was so pleased that it agreed not to change Brown's status 

"in the near future," retaining him "as long as he might be inter-

ested in remaining and felt equal to the task." 

Meanwhile, of course, the U.S. had joined Second World War 

fighting after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Tucsonans were 
immediately involved. By September, fifteen men from Grace 

Church were already in the service. They were: Gerald McKenna, 

Robert Lesher, Ben Burges, Tom Burges, Starrett Burges, Harry 

Hayes, Jr., Ross Allen, Frederick Stofft, John P. Taylor, Phillip 

Morel, Maurice Brown, C. Edgar Goyette, William Lowell, John 

Hansen, Allen F. Hansen, and Jonathan Booth. 

In addition ladies from the Young Women's Defense League 

began twice monthly dances and refreshments in the parish 

house, a popular diversion for men at Marana Air Base and at 

the air training facilities at Davis-Monthan and Ryan fields. That 

soon created another issue: "colored visitors." A Negro couple 

had attended a service of morning prayer. At the September 8 
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Cabot Chapel at the University of Arizona. 
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vestry meeting, the vestry decided "the question merited consid
erable thought and discussion and was one which would be given 

careful consideration by the vestry at subsequent meetings." 17 

It was a question which had already been raised very publicly 

in Tucson by Ada McCormick. In fact she had raised the issue 

in a large advertisement in the Arizona Daily Star nine months 
earlier expressing her support of welcoming African Americans, 
and particularly of African American soldiers being trained in 

Tucson to serve in the Second World War. It brought her both 

local and national attention. As a member of the YWCA staff, she 

had attended the United Service Organization (uso) board meet

ings throughout 1941. In 1942 she was serving as secretary for the 

organization as it sought a site for a drop-in recreation center for 
the 6,ooo servicemen stationed at Fort Huachuca. A large cen

ter was opened at Fry, near the base, but local board members 

recognized a need for an African American Center in Tucson. A 

hearing was held in January at the Pioneer Hotel with the uso 

Board, representatives of the Tucson Chamber of Commerce's 

social planning committee, and a number of "non-committee 

citizens." They heard a federal representative from the office of 

defense health and welfare recommend against the establishment 

of the center, and the next day the Arizona Daily Star reported on 

page one "Negro Center Idea Dropped." 18 

Three days later at the top of page seven, a large headline read 

"An Open Letter." It was addressed, "Dear Fellow Countrymen" 
and was signed "Your fellow-citizen, Ada P. McCormick." She 

wrote: 

It seems to me that most of us are not quite clear as to 

what kind of a Negro center is under discussion for this city. 
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Ada P. McCormick at her Columbus Street office, c.1950. 

It is such a tiny humble place for $40 a month where a black 

boy on leave can wash his hands and eat a sandwich and 

find a friendly face ... It is a comfort station, plus a little fun 
and a little kindness. 

She then answers questions raised in the discussion and con

cludes, "I know that the boys will get their center if I never lift a 

hand," adding, 

it doesn't seem enough that the soldiers shall finally, in 
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two months or a year, have their center. It is, I think, ter

ribly important for morale for them to know that the Citi

zens of Tucson, that the tourists, that the Chamber of Com

merce want them to have it. That they should know that 

there are white people who are unhappy if they are lonely 

or uncared for. White people who cannot rest if colored 

soldiers go without the recreation that all the people in the 

county raised money that they should have. 

She added, "If we betray our colored soldiers we will send each 

one out with a drop of poison and despair in his heart. We will 

be doing what Hitler wants so much for us to do, dividing our
selves."19 

At the end of the long double column letter was a mail-in ballot. 

She promised to turn ballots in to the Chamber of Commerce so 

readers could "show our soldiers clearly how the heart of Tucson, 

how the will of the people stands on this question." 

After her plea Mrs. McCormick received many personal notes 

of support along with hundreds of supportive ballots. Tucsonan 
Douglas Holsclaw saluted her "for her sense of Justice, patriotism, 

and Christianity." A "colored citizen" wrote, "We should all re

member that the soldiers are not fighting at there [sic] own will, 

they are trying to proteck [sic] the democratic government. We 

can not whip Hitler by fighting one another we must all cooper

ate. The only way to victory is peace at home first." Literary critic 

and essayist Alexander Woollcott wrote from Vermont: 

Thornton Wilder has shown me your letter of January 18. 

I hope to meet you ifl am ever in Tucson and, in the mean

time, I wish you would think of me as one who would like 

to hear the end of the chapter whenever that is reached."20 
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Most importantly a Center opened on the last day of January 
at 948 North Twelfth Street. It was open daily from 9:30 to 11 and 

within a few months featured two dance nights, a game night 

that included bowling and ping pong, whist, bridge and pinochle, 

and a wiener roast. By 1944 the center also offered cultural ac

tivities and individual services including transportation, rooms, 

community resources, and counseling. 

Despite that publicity, Grace Church's vestry on December 7, 

1942, the first anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor, again 

discussed the issue of colored soldiers coming to the communion 
rail to drink out of the common cup beside other parishioners. 
By that time they noted that, "because of the presence in this 

[city's] general area of a number of Negro troops, six or eight Ne

groes had attended services at Grace Church in the past month 

ortwo."21 

The vestry said Bishop Mitchell had suggested the possible 

use of St. Andrew's Mission as a church home for colored people. 

During their discussion they noted that it would be "unwise to 

encourage Negroes to attend Grace Church" and then voted that 

"ushers be instructed to inform Negroes that they cannot be ac

commodated as communicants at Grace Church."22 There is no 
vestry record of objections nor of any effort to inform the parish 

of this policy - nor are there any letters from Mrs. McCormick 

objecting, though at that time she seems to have been a more 

regular worshiper at St. Philip's than at Grace and might also 

have been unaware of the policy. Whether coincidence or not, 

the parish hall also stopped being used for dances for the soldiers 

a month before this decision was made. The vestry was told the 

change occurred because the old country club had been opened 

as a soldier recreation center so there was no longer need for the 

use of the church hall. 
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After that vestry minutes indicate further stability within the 

parish. New linoleum was laid in the parish hall kitchen, mis

sionary visitors drew crowds and donations. For the annual 
meeting the Young People's Group, a high school group led by 

Edith Sykes (later Lowell), served the dinner. During the meet

ing everyone stood while Brown read a list of the parish members 

serving in the armed forces, including three who had made "the 
supreme sacrifice" by giving their lives. Pledges were announced 
at 137, totaling $5,313.32. Even more notable was that no outstand

ing bill was unpaid. The Women's Auxiliary reported that they 

had sponsored a luncheon to honor four members over So years 

old who were continuing to serve the organization. They also had 

made hospital bags, garments, and drapes for nurses' quarters 
both at Davis-Monthan and Marana Air Bases. In closing the 
meeting Brown entertained with songs and his own guitar ac

companiment. 

In the spring the Rev. Brown sent the parishioners a letter 

proudly announcing that the interest on $4,000 borrowed by 

the vestry as a mortgage on the rectory seven years earlier had 

been totally paid and that the principal would soon be paid off 

so that Grace Church could once again operate on a cash basis. 23 

By April that happened. With 93 enrolled in the Sunday School 

program, the classes celebrated the school year end with a picnic 

at a North Stone Avenue park. The vestry was invited to partici
pate in a softball game against a church school team organized by 

Treasurer Joe Hanson. 

More importantly in May 1944 Bishop Mitchell finally removed 

the rector's "acting" label by appointing him as rector to "in some 

measure constitute a recognition of the splendid service which 

Mr. Brown has rendered the parish."24 The vestry approved en

thusiastically. 
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The Rev. and Mrs. Francis T. Brown entertains the junior choir at 
their home. From left: Charles Clow, Franklin Oliver, Nancy Cham

bers, Joyce Gill, and Sammis Johnson. BEN GROSS PHOTO. 
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Meanwhile at the University Mrs. McCormick and her Cabot 
Chapel Board, led by St. Philip's rector George Ferguson, had 
in 1944 established a new facility on First Street as a larger base 

of operations for college work. The new facility was named the 

Episcopal Student Center. By that time the chaplain was Mar

garet Williams, who, with the help of the Bishop's providing a 

half-time salary, had transformed the campus work into a "much 
more profound thing" than a mere chapel. 25 Bishop Kinsolving 
also, however, employed Miss Williams another half-time in the 

district office, which meant a heavy travel schedule to and from 

Phoenix for her. 

At Grace, the vestry in May discussed the possibility-of find
ing a new location for the church "where a developing church 
might better serve the community."26 The move was prompted 

by new expansion of Tucson to the Northeast and by anticipa

tion of the population explosion that was expected to occur when 

World War II ended. A month later three sites were considered: 

Sixth Street and Country Club, a site St. Philip's had also eyed; 

First Street and Campbell, and Second Street between Park and 
Tyndall, nearer the existing church. After that vestry minutes in

dicate further possible sites. In December the committee brought 

back a firm offer to buy a lot on Speedway but it was contingent 

upon trading for the property now occupied by the rectory. Goy

ette's negotiations for the Speedway property failed, but articles 

of incorporation were signed by directors C. Zaner Lesher, C. 

Edgar Goyette, Ralph H. King, J.R. Hanson, and Royal W. Ru

dolph. 26 Goyette then established a $50,000 building and land 

fund to which the vestry contributed $1,ooo. 

In October Brown asked the vestry to "make provision for 

his successor as soon as practicable," though the parish seemed 
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largely unperturbed by these potential changes and continued its 

active life. 

In November the Church School held a box supper with enter

tainment and dancing and in December twenty-three young peo

ple in the high school group held a Christmas party and dance 

under the direction of sponsors Ralph and Winnifred Hart. More 

than 500 attended the midnight Christmas Holy Communion 

service at the church. At the annual meeting on January 15, 1945, 

Treasurer Joe Hanson reported "one of the best financial years 

in the history of Grace Church" with no outstanding bills and 45 

pledges totaling $5,822. The Sunday School reported enrollment 

of 120 children with So percent in regular attendance, and many 

organizations gave glowing reports including the Grace Church 

basketball team which had a 4-1 won-loss record. 27 

A new bishop, the Rt. Rev. Arthur B. Kinsolving, was named 

Episcopal missionary bishop of Arizona on February 1 to replace 
Mitchell whose resignation had been accepted by the House of 

Bishops in January. Kinsolving, a graduate from Virginia Theo

logical Seminary and New York University and a former chaplain 

of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, took office after Bish

op Mitchell's farewell dinner in Phoenix in May. Grace Church 

sent $100 for his purse and a delegation of five to the affair. 

Just before that dinner, the Grace vestry, apparently frustrated 

in its effort to find new property, discussed centralization of par

ishes in Tucson. At the April 18 vestry meeting, with Brown ab

sent and C.Z. Lesher presiding, the suggestion was made to cen

tralize the parishes in Tucson. In fact the vestry "wholeheartedly" 

approved those efforts and appointed a four-member commit

tee to meet with representatives of St. Philip's to discuss wheth

er "one parish may be established by combining St. Philip's and 
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Grace under one central administration."28 In April it was re

ported that the St. Philip's vestry had approved the proposal and 

on April 25 the joint committee met. Appleby, Durand, Leonard 

(the former Grace senior warden), and Roediger represented St. 

Philip's, and Ralph King, Rudolph, and Lesher represented Grace. 

In May the group met again and devised a list of five policy and 

procedures to guide the process of merging. On a roll call vote 

the motion was passed without dissent to accept these guidelines. 
Announcements were planned from each pulpit and parish meet

ings set for May 23. In a special Grace vestry meeting on Sunday, 

May 13, a letter was drafted to the parish proposing the consolida

tion. The letter stated "the advantages both from a practical and 

spiritual point of view are obvious" adding, "it is not proposed in 

any case to make any change in the present location or program 

of Grace Church for some time to come."29 The proposed con

solidation was strongly opposed by Brown, who refused to read 

the announcement at the services and insisted that the vestry 

wait until the matter had been brought to the attention of Bishop 

Kinsolving. Brown also revealed that St. Philip's vestry, accord

ing to Appleby, had changed its plans to build additional facilities 

at St. Philip's, so the vestry agreed not to issue the parish letter "at 

this time." 30 A few months later St. Philip's opened a new mission 

in the Blenman Park area (later moved further east and named St. 

Michael's and All Angels). 

In July 1945 Miss Williams, the part-time worker at the Epis
copal Student Center, informed the new Bishop that she was ex

hausted and ill with anemia and needed to resign. The Bishop 

decided to come to Tucson to meet with Miss Williams, Mrs. 

McCormick and the board, which was chaired by St. Philip's 

Ferguson. Mrs. McCormick urged the Bishop to stay at quarters 

50 



Growing Pains, 2931-1945 

her husband had engaged at The Arizona Inn, both because it 

was air-conditioned, which the Pioneer Hotel, the Board's meet

ing place, was not, and because the Bishop, since he would be the 

guest of Fred McCormick, a Presbyterian, would not be seen as 
favoring any particular parish. The Bishop promptly acquiesced 
to the "generous gesture of Christian tolerance and diplomatic 

understanding of the advantage of being his (Fred's) guest shows 

deep knowledge of Church polity."32 

At the meeting Mrs. McCormick suggested that a senior 

student Katherine (Kit) Carson, who had been assisting Miss 

Williams, should be offered the part-time job. In addition Mrs. 

McCormick offered the loan of her home at 111 Olive Road for 

that school year, with the understanding that the Bishop would 

find funds to pay the salary of a secretary/receptionist to supple

ment Miss Carson's work. 33 The additional space of this new lo
cation, including a chapel, was still called the Episcopal Student 
Center. When the worker did not materialize, Mrs. McCormick 

sent one of her own secretaries to the chapel daily so "there is 

someone there to answer the doorbell and to keep it open for the 

students." Always practical, she added, "She can do the typing 

for Letter [her nationally circulated publication] while on duty." 

But in exchange she asked for a "definite voice in the choice of 

the next worker." She said she preferred an Episcopalian as "the 

Episcopal church had the most in common with the Jew, Catho

lic, and Protestant churches, that it is a sort of meeting place of 
different traditions."34 

After The Rev. Brown left for his summer vacation in August, 

he wrote a letter to Joe Hanson appointing Hanson as senior war
den to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of C.Z. Lesher. 

In resigning, Lesher stated that he thought it was "for the best 
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interests of all concerned" that he withdraw from the vestry's 

activities though he intended to continue his active interest in 

Grace Church and in the choir. Brown reported meeting with 

Bishop Kinsolving and said the bishop would be bringing two 

names of possible replacements for Brown to the vestry. He asked 
Hanson to get in touch with as many of the vestry as he could 

so the bishop could meet with them after a Cabot Chapel Board 

meeting in Tucson. He added that one of the candidates, a Dr. 

Wallace, was particularly strongly recommended. He then com

mented "I desire to be relieved of my present responsibilities by 

Nov. 1 if it can be arranged." 

At a special vestry meeting in Ralph King's UA office, the ves

try listened to the Bishop's suggestions. The leading candidate 

was the Rev. Dr. JEREMIAH WALLACE of Springfield, Illinois. 

All agreed "Dr. Wallace was best qualified for the rectorship." 

Hanson wrote immediately to offer Wallace the call as of No

vember 1 at a salary of $4,200 plus an unfurnished house and car 

allowance. 37 Wallace replied from Colorado that he would defer 

answering the letter until he returned to Springfield, where he 

was rector of a large parish. 

In the fall the correspondence continued. In the letter to Wal

lace, Joe Hanson described Tucson as "a rather cosmopolitan city 

of some 50,000. It has been growing rapidly and should continue 

to develop during the post-war period." He said the active mem

bership of the parish was approximately 400 and the total budget 

was $11,000 and "fully subscribed."38 

On October 1, Wallace wrote to Hanson that he had given his 

resignation to his Christ Church vestry and would accept the call 

to become the new rector of Grace Church effective January 1, 1946. 

Ferguson, rector of St. Philips, offered St. Philips' clergy to fill in 
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after Brown's retirement on November 1 and Bishop Kinsolving 

himself celebrated at the Christmas Eve midnight service. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

Post 'War 13oom, 1946-1960 

7N THE AFTERMATH OF WORLD WAR II hundreds of 

ex-Gis and their families thronged the University campus, 

forcing the use of discarded quonset hut barracks from the 

Marana Air Field to become Polo Village at about the location 

of the current University Medical Center. By the fall of 1946 the 

campus was so crowded that 300 cots had to be set up in Bear 

Down gym for newcomers. Housing throughout Tucson was at a 

premium and many families rented out rooms. 

It was in this atmosphere that the Rev. JERRY WALLACE ar

rived in Tucson in January 1946 with his wife and son. Almost 

immediately he saw that the Stone Avenue church complex was 

inadequate. He set aside the Easter offering in April from the four 

services, 6:15, 8, and 11 A.M. and 4 P.M., to aid in remodeling the 

rectory into a parish house, enlarging the church, and building 

a new rectory for him and his family. The rectory construction, 

however, was so slow that the Wallace family had to rent a house 

for several years after their arrival. 

Meanwhile the Rev. LEON LAYLOR was appointed by the 

bishop to serve as full-time chaplain and as director of the new 

Student Center at Fourth Street and Santa Rita, just south of 
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The Rev. Jerry Wallace, Rector of Grace Church 1946-1966. 

the university's football stadium. That Center was started with 

a gift of quonset huts from Marana Air Base by John Murphey, 

the prominent Tucson builder who had been instrumental in the 
construction of St. Philip's. He gave the building in memory of 

his sister Carobel, a 1906 graduate of the University of Arizona. 2 

Murphey oversaw the hut's transformation into a Student Center 

with the help of an advisory committee and about twenty fami

lies who were already attached to the Center and the services it 
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provided. It contained a living room, a recreation room with a 
fireplace, library, kitchen and living accommodation for Laylor, 

the chaplain. The Center was dedicated in September i948. 3 

That fall over 600 University of Arizona students expressed a 

preference for the Episcopal Church when they registered at the 

University. Fifty of them joined the Canterbury Club and met 
regularly for discussions and social activity in the new Student 

Center. But the influx of the Polo Village families rapidly in

creased the attendance at weekday services, straining resources. 

Soon a church school for children of the families was included in 

the Center. In March i949, noted architect Josias Joesler, a friend 

of Murphey's, had begun designing a chapel to be built beside 

the Student Center. In October 1949 the Rev. JOHN W. ELLI

SON was appointed vicar and chaplain of the Student Center to 

succeed Laylor, who had gone to Virginia. In November Bishop 

Kinsolving dedicated the worship space as ST. PAUL'S MEMO
RIAL CHAPEL in memory of his son, Arthur Kinsolving Ill, 

who had died in a rock climbing accident while attending the 

University. More than 150 attended, including the Rev. Jerry Wal

lace from Grace, the Rev. George Ferguson and his assistant the 

Rev. Richard Summer from St. Philip's, the Rev. C.E. Huntington 

from St. Luke's in the Desert Tuberculosis Sanitorium and the 

Rev. Walter Dugan of St. Andrews. 4 Ellison began holding two 

Sunday services in the chapel, encouraging townspeople unaffili

ated with the University to join in. He and his vestry also invited 

the Grace vestry to a dinner on November 1 to explain the new 

neighboring ministry and to gain their support - which they re

ceived. Grace parish agreed to lend "all the help it could."5 

Meanwhile at Grace Church the crowds kept coming, fueled by 

Wallace's notable preaching and the postwar boom, overwhelm-
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Moving the Marana Air Base barracks that became the Episcopal 

Student Center in i948. 
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Once the barracks arrived at their new location on Fourth and 

Santa Rita, west of the UA football stadium, a fireplace was added 

and the new Student Center was dedicated in September, 1948. St. 

Paul's Memorial Chapel, at right in the photo below, was dedicated 

by Bishop Kinsolving in November, 1949· 
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ing even the new buildings, and in March 1949 the vestry, fol

lowing a vote by the congregation at the annual meeting, began 

seeking property east of the University, in the new growth area 

of Tucson (Catalina Vista, the area which is north of Elm Street 
to Grant Road, had begun building homes on that desert land 

in 1941), for a new church. With the help of Ada McCormick, in 
September the church bought a large piece of property on Adams 
Street from Isabella Greenway King, then Arizona's first woman 
member of Congress and a close friend of the McCormicks since 

1930. 6 The property was just east of Mrs. King's successful Ari

zona Inn near Tucson Boulevard on Elm. After negotiations four 

lots were purchased at $12,000. 7 In that time of tight land prices, 

she sold them to the church at the same price at which she had 
bought them in 1930. 

In the interval Ellison was having such success that in Febru

ary 1951 St. Paul's Chapel was transitioned from a district sup

ported institution to an independent parish, ST. PAuL's MIS

SION CHURCH, the fourth Episcopal congregation in Tucson, 

along with Grace, St. Andrew's, and St. Philip's. 

The change made John Murphey nervous and Ellison repeat

edly requested that Bishop Kinsolving reassure him and benefac

tor John Murphey that the change would not alter the University 

Student Center or its work. On January 15 the Bishop complied, 

writing, " ... the support of the Episcopal Student Center ... will 

always be the main function of the congregation."8 

Apparently the move made the Grace Church congregation 

nervous too. Bishop Kinsolving confided in his friend Ada 

McCormick, "It was a joy to see you and the great Calvinist the 

other night at St. Andrew's. I love your missionary spirit in sup

porting that congregation." He added, "I get exasperated when 
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individuals in Tucson do not want the Episcopal Student Center 

to be made a Mission."9 Clearly he succeeded, however, for the 

formal dedication was on November 25 with Bishop Kinsolving 

performing the dedication and the Rev. Roger Blanchard of New 

York City delivering the sermon.10 More than 150 attended the 
ceremony, according to the Tucson Citizen, which ran both a 

story and a photograph. 

Two days later Bishop Kinsolving wrote to Ellison. He said, 

"Of course I was delighted with the appearance of the Chapel, the 

wonderful congregation and the whole spirit of the Dedication. 
Blanchard's sermon was one of the best I have ever heard." He 
enclosed a check for candlesticks for the chapel. But he contin

ued with five points of "frank statements of criticism" which he 

offered "to help you adjust the situation so we really reach the 

students."11 Part of the issue was Ellison's wish to continue in a 
Ph.D. program that he had begun in the summer. 

Kinsolving hoped Ellison could continue, but warned, "I 

would delay this rather than hamper the effectiveness of your 

main job." Ellison countered with a five point reply, concluding 

that he had taken a financial loss to come to Tucson. He noted 

"the incentive was summers to complete my degree," pointing out 

that since then his family had increased and, though the Univer
sity staff had been given an eight per cent salary increase, he had 

received neither an increase nor even a cost of living increase. 12 

The Bishop thanked him for that letter, but reminded him that 

clergy must take the leadership to raise funds or to see that some

one does raise the funds for his salary. He added, "You can see 

that I will do everything in my power to answer unfair criticisms 

and support you in any way I can." 13 

Mrs. McCormick appeared on Ash Wednesday in 1952 and 
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told Ellison "she would like to place her membership here - and 

would like to give part of the pews for the new church." He com

mented, "This was the first time I had ever seen the lady. Perhaps 

our neglecting her for two years has brought her to the point that 

she now wants to do something with no strings attached."14 But 

Mrs. McCormick had visited the chapel and then had written 

to the bishop, "You have a fine minister in Father Ellison ... he 
preaches a good and sincere sermon. And I care a lot about Jerry 
Wallace - a good preacher - forthright and honest ... Mr. Wal

lace preached the best three hour service on Good Friday that I 

think I ever heard. Yet the youngsters pull me ... A lady pulled by 

two attractions." She indicated she wasn't sure where she should 

place her allegiance. 15 

The Bishop addressed his reply to "sister Ada," urging her to" ... 

stand by Jerry Wallace at this critical time in the life of the con

gregation ... It is going to be a tremendous difference to them and 

they will need the most devoted loyalty at this time." He noted 

that the Grace vestry and congregation have felt that St. Paul's 

congregation "would be a serious detriment to them." He said, "I 

do not want this to be. Of course the needs of the Student Center 

are desperate and I can never minimize them. I know how much 

your recent contribution helped them. But the above is my ad

vice."16 Mrs. McCormick took her friend's advice and undoubt

edly did her best to soften resentment toward St. Paul's incursion 

into the Grace congregation. 
At Grace Church the contract for the new rectory had been 

signed in April i950 and in October E.A. Dow, the lowest of five 

bidders, was awarded a $23,728 contract to begin construction. A 

Washington, D. c. architect who had worked on the Stone Av

enue Grace Church, William H. Carr, was hired to draw up plans 
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The new Grace Church rectory on Adams Street, 1952. 

for a new rectory to be placed on the property near Norton and 
Adams Streets.17 

In March 1951 the vestry borrowed $6,ooo as the costs of con

struction were approaching $30,000. 18 That amount was to also 

cover the purchase of carpets and draperies. Meanwhile the Rev. 

Walter J. Crossman had been hired as an assistant rector. He was 

ordained in June along with Clinton Fowler, soon to be rector 

at St. Michael's. Also in June architect Carr was authorized to 

proceed with drawing up plans for a religious education building 

also to be placed at the Adams Street site. The rectory was fin
ished and dedicated with an open house in November 1951 after 

Wallace and his wife had moved in there. Active efforts to sell the 

Stone Avenue property were initiated. 

In 1952, since no buyer had materialized, the Stone Avenue 

property was mortgaged at $30,000 and several smaller proper-
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Groundbreaking ceremonies for the new Grace Church Sunday 

School, i953. From the left, Rector Jerry Wallace; Senior Warden 

Brian Whiting; President of the Women's Auxilliary, Mrs. Albert 

Montgomery; and Architect William Carr. PHOTO: CONCHITA 

AND SAM LEVITZ. 
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Grace Church's Vaction Bible School, c.1960. 

ties were sold to finance the new construction of a parish house 

on Adams Street. Pacheco Construction Company was awarded 

that bid in July for $49.420. The building was clearly needed as 

the Sunday School was burgeoning. So was the Grace Church 

congregation. At Easter in 1953 Wallace reported attendance of 

1,272 at the services with 620 communicants and an offering of 
$1,200. 19 

Plans were drawn up for a parish house with Sunday School 

classroom partitioning to be added on the Adams property. When 

the new building was completed in 1953, it was quickly decided to 

use it for the Sunday School and for a family service. Holy Com

munion and other more formal services and office facilities con

tinued at the Stone Avenue church. Adams Street also became the 

site for an active Vacation Bible School which often attracted over 
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150 or more children in the summers. The parish, however, was 

deeply divided about the wisdom of supporting programs in two 

locations. That struggle took several more years to resolve. 

The loans for St. Paul's chapel construction were paid off in 1952 

with the help of donations from congregations throughout the 

region, including Trinity Cathedral (Phoenix), St. John's (Globe), 

and Grace and St. Philip's parishes in Tucson. 19 Meanwhile an
other Episcopal church, St. Michael's and All Angels, a rather 

"high church, " was founded as a mission church on Wilmot 

through the auspices of St. Philip's parish in 1953. Its rector was 

Clinton Fowler, a Tucson High and University of Arizona gradu

ate who had been active in St. Paul's Episcopal Student Center 

before serving in World War II, recovering from wounds leading 
to the partial loss of one leg, and entering the priesthood. 

At St. Paul's a new rector came in 1953. THOMAS AQUINAS 
BOGARD, a former Roman Catholic, was named vicar and chap

lain of the Student Center. Noted for "high church" practices that 

included using elaborate vestments and "ritualistic extremes," he 

was quite a change from Ellison. Ada McCormick, still part-time 

parishioner at St. Paul's, called Bogard "Chaucerian" and com

mented that he "was quite entertaining and the only man who 

laid down the law" on the Chapel Board which she then headed. 

She added, "No one answered back or got angry. I think they 

welcomed him as comic relief."20 But Bogard's practices did not 

seem comic to Bishop Kinsolving who "expressly ordered [him] 
not to use eucharistic vestments and [he] agreed not to do so." 

Kinsolving later claimed that Bogard "introduced many other 

ritualistic features without my knowledge and I corrected those 

of which I knew." The Bishop added, "I am absolutely opposed 

to having St. Paul's become an extreme Ritualistic Church," ex-
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plaining that students came to the University "from a wide vari
ety of backgrounds and ought to find a welcoming environment 

at the University church."21 

In his annual 1956 report as University chaplain, Bogard re
ported to the diocese, "The usual attendance at the four Sunday 
Services in St. Paul's ... average 100 students per Sunday." He 
noted eleven students were baptized with fifteen adults, seven
teen students were confirmed of twenty, and of fifteen weddings 

"there were twenty-two with U. of A. students as principals." He 

said he averaged thirty-five hours a week counseling students 
and that twenty to forty students each day used the Episcopal 
Student Center, including Methodist, Baptist, and Roman Catho
lic students who regularly took part in social activities, though 

"not always participating in the religious program." He added, 

"The work of the Episcopal Student Center, and attendance at the 

services of the Church is seriously impeded at the present time by 
the expansion and building program of the University. St. Paul's 
and the Center are now literally in the midst of a large parking 

lot, used by faculty and students."22 In preparation for the time 

when the University would purchase St. Paul's and Center, land 
had been purchased at the northeast corner of East Speedway at 
Vine, he said. Before planning for that change began, Bogard left 
his post in August 1957, transferring to California. 

While St. Paul's was focused on its expanding programs, the 

Grace parish was finally resolving the issue of its two proper
ties. A crucial annual meeting vote in January 1955 reaffirmed 
the 1949 decision to sell the Stone Avenue property by just five 
votes, though no buyer had yet materialized.21 A counterpro

posal came from rector Wallace in March in response to a third 

of the congregation who strongly opposed the sale of the Stone 
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Avenue church and wanted to establish a new parish there. Wal

lace claimed a "firm and absolute conviction that Grace Church 

has a great purpose yet to be fulfilled." He said: "It looks like 

folly, or even madness, to some of us, to pull down an old estab

lished Church especially when a large one-third of its member

ship wishes to maintain an active parish and has already backed 

their judgment to the extent of $44,000 without a systematic and 
organized effort yet being made. Tucson needs more and not less 
churches."24 

But the vestry decided that "it is impossible to continue the op

eration of one parish in two locations," and encouraged architect 

Carr to design an undercroft to the new church which could be 

built immediately as classroom space for the 500 to 600 children 
that no longer could be shoehorned into partitioned rooms at the 

edges of the parish hall at Adams Street. 25 It also hired the Rev. 

HOWARD BLACKBURN of St. Mary's Church, Baltimore, Mary

land, to assist Wallace, taking primary responsibility for the fam

ily services on Adams Street and for youth programs, including 

the increasingly successful summer Vacation Bible School. While 

construction of the undercroft by the Connelly Construction 

Company continued, Carr drew two designs for the new church 

to go above the undercroft and presented them to large parish 

meetings in December 1956. The undercroft was completed in 120 

days so that a ceremony to open it was held on May 13, 1956. 

The final decision on the two church properties came in April 

1956 when Young Buick, Inc. agreed to buy the Stone Avenue prop

erty for $55,000 cash, and assumed the $45,000 mortgage that 

had been taken out on the property to finance the Adams Street 

buildings. Two dissenting votes were recorded - from Wallace 

and Tom Beaham. 26 Even after the rest of the vestry approved the 
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The Rev. Howard Blackburn and the Rev. Jerry Wallace. 
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move "as instructed by two-thirds of the parishioners on two dif

ferent occasions," Jerry Wallace tried to salvage the lovely stone 

entrance of old Grace Church, enlisting George Codd's father

in-law builder M.L. Tophoy to evaluate his proposal. Tophoy, ac

cording to Wallace in a letter to Ada McCormick in July 1956, 

said the idea was "entirely practicable" for day laborers to take the 

stones down as had been done from the first Grace to construct 

the second and cart them to Adams Street so that "this lovely old 

entrance might be the entrance or at least an entrance to the new 
edifice."27 But a letter a few weeks later from J.R. Hanson, chair 

of Grace's building committee, rejected even that. He wrote, "It 

is impossible to save the stones from the original Grace Church 

as they were included in the sale to Young Buick."28 A month 

later the Stone Avenue buildings were razed. Services were in the 

Adams parish house from July 1956 until Easter 1958. 

In January 1957 the vestry hired professional fund raisers to 

pilot the building fund drive, another move that was actively pro

tested by some members of the congregation who felt the Grace 

congregation had sufficient prominent citizens within the con

gregation to do the work. 29 But by April 287 parishioners had 

pledged $180,690 for the building fund drive and 425 pledged 

$36,773 for the annual Every Member Canvass. 

The final Grace Church plans were completed by May, and 

Pacheco and Lynch had been hired as contractors. On September 

8 at 6 P. M. Bishop Kinsolving laid the cornerstone. Karen English, 

a current Grace St. Paul's member, was then in Sunday School 

and placed in the cornerstone autographs of Sunday School of

ficers, teachers, and pupils. 30 

The cross was placed on the top of the church just before Christ

mas in 1957, but the first services were held on Easter in 1958. Chil-
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dren brought flowers at 9:15 to place in chicken wire holders over 
a large cross next to the altar. When Wallace came to the altar 

to prepare for the festive Communion at eleven, he saw aphids 

crawling all over the fair linen - and he spilled a large quantity 

of the eucharistic wine on the linen in his surprise. After the ser
vice he passed a parishioner and muttered, "I don't want to see 
Winnie today. She'll kill me!" Winnie, of course was Winnifred 

Hart, long-time head of the Altar Guild, and mother of current 

parishioner David Hart - and she didn't even scold Wallace, but 

afterwards she laughed about the incident heartily. 31 

In August 1957 DALLIS LEE HARRIS, rector of Epiphany in 
Flagstaff, came to St. Paul's Memorial Church as vicar of the mis

sion parish, replacing Bogard. Mrs. McCormick claimed he too 

was "high church," but added he "was a good, manly, and brave 
man."32 

Harris was quickly promoted to rector when St. Paul's became 

a parish church in January 1958. Two days before that at the an

nual meeting, Harris reported to the congregation that Dr. Rich

ard Harvill, president of the University of Arizona, had notified 

the vestry that the University "desires the property," on Fourth 

Avenue as it also was expanding rapidly. 33 From the 5,676 stu

dents it had had in 1948, it had grown to 11,545 students and 913 

faculty in 1958; buildings had increased from forty to fifty-eight. 34 

For once the Board of Regents supported the expansion, recog

nizing need for acceleration in science programs and public con

cern over the Soviet Union's scientific achievements. 35 But Harris 

predicted that "It will be a year to a year and a half before the 

University will have the money to acquire the property." Confi

dent of that prediction, the vestry proceeded to purchase a rec

tory, its first, which Harris praised as "spacious, comfortable and 
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Above, Ann Thornton and her friends pose after the laying of the 

cornerstone of the new Grace Church at Norton and Adams in 1957 

in this Thornton family photo. Soon the walls were raised and roof 

started, below. 
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The new Grace Church at Norton and Adams at Easter, 1958. 

well-suited." In his first year he had baptized six, confirmed fif

teen, and presided over a congregation of 217 communicants, and 

a Sunday School of fifty-two pupils. He described the parish as 

in "an awkward stage: large enough to have many needs and too 

small to provide most of those needs." The greatest need, aside 

from more adequate facilities, is people, he said, and he called for 

personal evangelism. 36 

After the university bought the land on Speedway and the Cha

pel, the Rev. Harris quickly embarked on his own building pro
gram. Ann Rysdale, a Tucson architect, designed the new church 

building to seat eighty as well as a parish hall to accommodate 

two hundred with rooms for offices, classrooms, and a kitchen, 

and parking on Vine Street. 37 Sculptor James Savage designed 

thirteen white Canterbury crosses in bas relief to decorate the 
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The Rev. Harris blesses a young boy at St. Paul's Memorial 

Church, c.1958. 

fa\:ade of "hydro-blasted concrete with white marble chips and 

golden beige quartz." That fall at St. Paul's the altar and memorial 

stained glass windows were moved from the Fourth Street build

ing to the new 7,000 foot church on Speedway. 38 The project was 

helped by a gift of $35,000 from the United Thank Offering and 

completed by December 20, 1959, in time for Christmas services. 

In June Wallace had celebrated the fortieth anniversary of his 

ordination. The Grace parish honored him with a noon recep

tion at the parish house. 39 Also that month Georgia (Mrs. Edwin) 
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St. Paul's Memorial Church at Speedway and Vine, 

1960. TONY KING PHOTO. 

Carroll retired as organist and director of the Family Choir af

ter serving for twenty-three years. She was named "emerita" and 

honored with a reception. Her replacement was Carl Anderson 

(choir member Bruce Anderson's father) who began his work in 

September 1959· 

The parish appeared to be thriving. At the end of the year Wal

lace reported 1,023 communicants, but in January 1959, 225 build
ing fund pledges had not been paid in full - apparently still a pro
test to the abandonment of the Stone Avenue building - though 
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Procession at the first convocation of the Arizona Diocese, 
held at Grace Church, February 4, 1959. 

other signs were healthy: the Every Member Canvass had brought 

in 509 pledges, totaling $40,026 and Wallace reported to the ves

try that the Christmas offering at $1.463 was the "largest in years;" 

attendance at the first Christmas Eve service in the new church 

was 527 on Christmas Eve and 420 communicants were reported 

on Christmas Day. At the annual meeting Charles Thornton, Jr., 

was elected new junior warden, Alan Hanshaw, was named clerk 

of the vestry, and Dr. Everett Czerny, John Kyle, Tom Beaham, 

and Fred Emery were newly elected vestry men. One year after 

the first service, the second Easter services brought 1,419 into the 

doors with 804 receiving Communion and the offering of $1,568 

declared the "largest in Grace Church history."40 
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Presiding Bishop Arthur C. Lichtenberger celebrating the 
Eucharist at the first convocation of the Arizona Diocese. 

The diocese was changing too. Finally in 1959 Arizona had 

converted from a missionary district to its own diocese, and in 

the fall the first General Convention of the D IO c Es E o F AR 1 -

ZONA was held at Grace Church in February with over eight 
hundred present at the evening service. Bishop Kinsolving 
was installed as first bishop of the Arizona Diocese by Presid
ing Bishop Lichtenberger. Helene Link of St. Paul's directed the 

choir and Georgia Carroll, Grace's emerita organist, played for 
the formal occasion. 40 

Despite the attention from the Diocesan Convention, Grace 

Church still was having difficulty collecting payments on the 
building fund pledges, but the new building passed its one year 

inspection in March with only minor problems with the wood-
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Bishop Arthur B. Kinsolving is installed at the first convocation of 

the Arizona Diocese, February 4, i959. Left to right: Bishop George 

Selway of Michigan; Bishop Walter Mitchell, Kinsolving's prede

cessor at the Missionary District of Arizona; Bishop Kinsolving 

(kneeling); and Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, Arthur 

C. Lichtenberger. 

work. Its banner Easter attendance and large offering offset the 

slow building pledges. 41 More good news came with a notifica

tion from Jack Greenway, manager of the Arizona Inn, that he 
was considering selling the property west of the rectory to an 
Andrew Pizzini who might give it to the church subject to cer
tain restrictions against building on it. Alan Hanshaw, clerk, and 

Charles Thornton, Jr., junior warden, were appointed in June to 

meet with Greenway. 42 While those negotiations were proceed

ing, Medical Square Corporation, owners of the buildings on 



Post War Boom: 1946-1960 

After the convocation, most likely at the Pioneer Hotel in Tucson. 
Left to right: The Rev. Jerry Wallace of Grace Church; Presiding 
Bishop Lichtenberger and his wife; Bishop Kinsolving and his wife; 
unknown; Bishop Selway and his wife. 

Tucson Boulevard across Norton from the church, agreed in the 

fall to pay the cost of grading, curbing, blacktopping, and mark

ing parking for up to sixty cars at the rear of Grace Church in 

exchange for their being able to use some parking there Mondays 

through Saturdays, but disagreement by the doctors on the de

tails delayed action. 

In the vestry's discussion of the budget in January 1960, an en

couraging financial report led to a discussion of clergy salaries, 

as the Grace clergy were reported "the lowest paid of any large 

church in the city." But the rector and associate agreed to contin

ue at the same rate in order to raise salaries for the organist and 
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the choirmaster by $300 a year. At the annual meeting, Wallace 

made a point of praising the choir. In addition he reported 1,350 

members, including four hundred families with 334 children 

enrolled in church school and 110 adults participating in classes. 

Leslie Tilley, chair of the building fund, encouraged contribu

tions to the fund in order to raise the $18,400 needed by October 

2 to pay off the mortgage. 43 

Tilley's appeal apparently worked to encourage giving because 

in February the Every Member Canvass reported a total of 554 

pledges, a record, totaling $45,758, $3,00o over the previous year. 

In addition half of the needed amount had already been collect

ed for the building fund. The congregational health was further 

bolstered by the largest confirmation class in church's history of 
fifty-two in March. 44 

In the spring of 1960, St. Paul's Harris fell ill with an aggres

sive cancer. At his last Easter service on April 17, 65 attended at 

8 A.M. and 253 at the 10 A.M. service. 45 He died in June and was 

memorialized in a somber service on June 13 presided over by 

Bishop Kinsolving and the Rev. Clinton Fowler of St. Michael's, 

who had been active at St. Paul's Student Center while a student 

at the University. 
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The funeral of The Rev. Dallis Harris, June 13, 1960. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

Settling 'In, 1960-1970 

J{ARRIS's DEATH LEFT ST. PAUL'S to struggle along. 

Aided by the Churchwomen who recognized that their 

primary function then was "to keep our parish open 

and alive to students," 1 and by volunteer clergy from the area, the 

church stabilized, welcoming the Rev. KEITH KREITNER, his 
wife Dusti, and their children, Keith, Jane, Charlie, and Laura 

in November 2960. They had come from Trinity Church in St. 

Charles, Missouri. At the parish's annual meeting in January, 

Kreitner asked for "patience and encouragement," adding that 

"the growth of the parish is occurring so rapidly that there will be 
need for some sort of skilled help." Kreitner considered himself 

first a chaplain for the University students and secondarily rector 

of St. Paul's parish. Consequently the church was looked upon 

as a University church. He announced that he had hired Ruth 

Wininger as a part-time student worker to help with student 

ministries including organization of a Canterbury Club. 

The previous October, Wallace was named president of the 

Tucson Council of Churches. In a typed letter, Ada McCormick 

offered her congratulations, adding, "you've done a very good job 

to have held the church together when it involved a lot of sacrifice 
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The Rev. Keith Kreitner and his son, c.1960. 

of what you wanted, re, old Grace Church."2 She lobbied for and 

contributed to the first Grace library, staffed by Kit Daily and 

Carol McBride, and regularly assisted Wallace financially with 

discretionary funds and other small projects. But she also took a 

personal interest in the Kreitner family. She organized a luncheon 

for Dusti to help her get acquainted with other young mothers 
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since she rarely attended St. Paul's services with her family. She 

also provided tuition for the two Kreitner boys to attend Green 

Fields Country Day School for several years. More publicly she 

paid the salary for a one-day-a-week secretary (her own secretary 

who assisted her with a national magazine she edited and pub

lished) to assist Kreitner in administrative duties. 3 Such efforts 

aided the growth of St. Paul's and its student ministry. 

By August 1961 when 1,200 University of Arizona students had 

stated an Episcopalian preference, at St. Paul's thirty-five facul

ty and students were "integrated and absorbed in church work, 
serving on the Altar Guild, as acolytes, lay readers, members of 

the choir, and helping with a migrant workers' program, the first 

notable outreach program in the parish. At the annual meeting 

in January 1962, Kreitner said student work was at an "all-time 

high," noting that twenty-seven had turned out the night before 

their final exams to hear a guest speaker. Canterbury Club, which 

met in the parish hall, was very active and had initiated a corpo
rate communion service followed by breakfast on Wednesdays 

at 6:45 A.M. Two choirs had also begun singing under the direc

tion of Helene Link, aided by organist Marion McBride. Kreitner 

seemed firmly in charge. In 1963 Deacon Vance Vidal joined the 

staff. With his help a junior Episcopal Youth group was begun. 

Families had increased to 128, partly due to 119 weddings per

formed by the clergy, only 7 of them in the church. By 1964 mem

bership had increased over 130 from the previous year to 584. 

At Grace Church Wallace was leading a congregation of 1,350, 

including 400 families with 334 children enrolled in church 
school and 110 adults in classes. The new building was full with 

many activities. The ultimate success was paying off the $150,000 

mortgage, so that on October 2, 1960, Bishop Kinsolving could 
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Grace Organist Carl Anderson. 

consecrate the church and burn the mortgage. Six hundred and 

sixty attended that jubilant service. 

After the consecration, the Grace vestry awarded large pay in

creases of $600 to Wallace, Blackburn and the parish secretary, 

and a $300 increase in January for organist Anderson with an 

additional $300 at his one year mark in September. 

In the spring a woman, Rosalie (Mrs. Victor) Thornton joined 

the vestry for the first time in four decades, initially as an ex
officio or non-voting member. She was added at the request of the 

Churchwomen and served as the organization's president. One 

of her first actions was to request the hiring of a woman whose 

primary part-time responsibility was working in the kitchen and 

nursery. At the end of her term as president in the Churchwomen, 

she left her ex-officio job after this commendation: "Mrs. Thorn-
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Integration, 1960. Rosalie Thornton joins the Grace vestry. 

ton's presence had been an asset ... she contributed greatly to the 

transaction of the business of the Vestry." Not surprisingly, she 

was nominated for vestry that fall and was elected in January 1963, 

this time with full voting privileges. The local paper even ran an 

article, albeit on page 39, titled "First Woman is Elected to Grace 

Episcopal Church."4 In 1964 she became the first woman officer 

of the vestry, appointed as clerk. She remained in that office until 

she and her husband moved to Phoenix in 1967. 

During the early sixties Grace began establishing more out

reach in the community as St. Paul's had. In July 1962 the Grace 

vestry agreed to sponsor a Cuban refugee family through the 

Tucson Council of Churches. The Guerra family included the fa

ther Orlando, a former taxi driver, his wife Onelia, and their chil

dren Orlando, fifteen, and Onelia, twelve. A committee headed 

by Mrs. Walter Maxon collected money, savings stamps, food, 

clothing and household items, arranged transportation, secured 

interpreters, and found a house for them. 
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The church also began hosting a Boy Scout troop, and a God 

and Country award was given in November to David Caffrey 

during a service with his father and the congregation looking on. 

A youth basketball team was also formed and basketball back
stops were installed near the newly paved parking lot by Willis 

Lucas and other Scout fathers. But 1963 seems to have marked 

not only a peak for youth activities, but for the church's mem
bership. Its Every Member Canvass, chaired by junior warden 

Charlie Thornton, brought in 642 pledges from 1,341 members. 
Ninety-five were confirmed by Kinsolving's replacement, Bishop 

Joseph Harte, in April, including sixty-five children. There were 

also thirty-six baptisms (but also twenty-nine burials). In May, 

however, an effort for Grace to sponsor a mission church in the 
Casas Adobes area was dropped because of "insufficient interest 

shown at that time." It was a harbinger of harder times to come. 

In August the Rev. Howard Blackburn left after a very success

ful eight years piloting the Sunday School and youth programs. 

He was replaced in March 1964 by the Rev. DAVID PETTINGILL 

who had been rector in the mining town of Morenci, Arizona. 

In September enough zeal for a mission was revived, and Grace, 

with Bishop Harte's prodding, sponsored the establishment of St. 

Matthews on the southeast side; by October seventy-three Grace 

parishioners had transferred there. In November Wallace con

ducted a well-attended noon memorial service after the death of 

President Kennedy. 
On June 11, 1965, ground breaking ceremonies for a new Uni

versity of Arizona Episcopal Student Center occurred at 1501 East 

Speedway. The prospect of the five-hundred seat building attract

ed Dr. Richard A. Harvill, the University president, Bishop Harte, 

and Tucson vice mayor G. Freeman Woods. All wielded shovels 

and the photo ran prominently in the Arizona Daily Star. 
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Groundbreaking ceremony for the new Episcopal Student Center 

at the University of Arizona, June 11, 1965. Left to right: UA presi

dent Richard Harvill; The Rev. Keith Kreitner, and Bishop Joseph 

Harte. 

Meanwhile Grace Church was struggling. In the fall of 1964, 

Grace's treasurer Joe Hanson issued an alarm to the vestry about 

a "critical deficit" with ten per cent of the pledges uncollectable. 

He was given authority to borrow money from the reserve fund 
for current expenses. By December the situation had eased a bit 
and Hanson reported that, for the first month since April, the 
church had taken in more than it had spent. 

In January 1965 statistics showed the slow decline: over one 

hundred fewer parishioners at i,254, almost half the confirmands 

(fifty-one compared to the peak of ninety-five) and more buri-
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als (thirty). In February Wallace was nominated canon of Trinity 

Cathedral, a mostly honorary post. In May the vestry decided 

the use of the balcony at the 11 A. M. service was "too noisy" and 

alerted ushers to discourage its use. By September the treasurer 

again was authorized to borrow money, this time $3,000, to meet 

the payroll. In February 1966 Pettingill was tapped to become 

principal of St. Michael's School, necessitating part-time employ
ment of a Christian Education Director to replace his duties. To 
top it off, Wallace announced to the vestry that he would be re

tiring at the end of the year, concluding twenty years at Grace 

Church and forty-nine years in the ministry. 

A new rector search began the following month. When the 

candidate list seemed slim, Wallace proposed to the vestry an 
exploration of a merger with St. Paul's. Alan Hanshaw, clerk; Dr. 

William Scott, junior warden; and Matt Lemen were appointed 

to look into that quietly. In September they reported to the vestry 

but no details are given in the minutes and the plan is not men

tioned again for almost two more decades. 

The next month the vestry called the Rev. WILLIAM PRES
TON WEEKS, rector of St. Peter's Church in Kerrville, Texas, 

and a boyhood friend of Alan Hanshaw's in Kankakee, Illinois, 

to succeed Wallace in January 1967. He had an AB degree from 

Kenyon College and his divinity degree from Bexley Hall Theo

logical Seminary in Ohio. 
Following ordination Weeks joined the U.S. Navy as chaplain 

serving first in the Naval Hospital in San Diego and then aboard 

the USS McCracken in the Pacific where he had taken part in 

the invasions oflwo Jima, Ulithi, and Okinawa. After his release 

from duty, he had served in several Texas churches. He had been 

rector at St. Peter's Church in Kerrville for ten years when he was 
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The Rev. William (Bill) Weeks, Grace Church. 

called to Grace. The announcement was made to the congrega

tion the next Sunday. 

The Wallace rectorship was concluded with many festivities. In 

a nearly full page interview in the Tucson Citizen, Wallace said 

his work at Grace Church had "been a life full oflove. I wouldn't 

change it to have been the Prince in Cinderella. Most of all I have 

loved Tucson and the dear people of Grace Church. The only as

suagement of my sorrow in leaving Grace Church is that I have 
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Ada McCormick at Grace Church's new library. 

bought a home in Tucson (at 2032 East Towner Street) and shall 

never be far, in life or in death from what has been my heartbeat 

for more than a score of years."5 During a large parish and town 

reception, Wallace was designated rector emeritus as a tribute. 
Accepting, he declared he and his wife would stay in the com

munity, but would "keep his mouth shut and hands off." The 

Wallaces were given a standing ovation. 

While Grace Church was in transition and slowly declining, 

at St. Paul's annual meeting in i966 Father Kreitner (he now 

preferred that title which was widely used by parishioners) said 

his dreams had been fulfilled with the construction of the new 

University Student Center. St. Paul's was, according to Kreitner's 

report, increasingly active. He pointed out that the new space 

had already been used to package Christmas gifts to soldiers in 

Vietnam and he hoped it would be "the means by which we will 

serve the University and community more and more." He said 
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the University students were taking advantage of the Center for 

impromptu activities and study and that the congregation's Sew

ing Club, Episcopal Youth Churchmen (EYC), Episcopal Church 

Women, and choirs had also enjoyed the larger space. He added, 

"I came to St. Paul's with a specific job to be done. There have been 

many suggestions that I might be leaving. I am here to stay as the 

Rector of St. Paul's until God calls me to go elsewhere. I have no 

intention of leaving or resigning. I hope by telling you this that 

we will work together and that we will move forward in serving 

this Parish and this community ... Let's choose the things that 

are good and build our parish so that we can all look each other 

in the face . .. keep[ing] 1945 a year of hope and joy."4 

The next year he reported "a steady growth, a settling down 

of attitude, and a general genuine sense of belonging and loyalty 

to St. Paul's and its purposes and goals." He said the University 

was "the best ever, averaging 43 students participating in choir, 

teaching Sunday School and serving as lay readers at each of the 

two Sunday services. He had instituted a monthly family worship 

with parents and their children in the new hall, noted growth of 

the Junior EYC, and said membership had climbed to 645 with 

485 communicants (up 75 from the year before), 11 newly baptized, 

and 19 confirmed. In 1968 Father Kreitner proudly announced 

continued increases in University participation, adding, "for the 

very first time we are serving both Greeks and Independents" - a 

reference to the University's sororities and fraternities. The Sun

day School had its own complete service in the new parish hall 

except the fourth Sunday of each month when children joined 

their families for a service in church. 

In September 1968 Kreitner finally had a full-time assistant 

after G. VANCE VIDAL, brother of author Gore Vidal, was or

dained as priest. His addition, Father Kreitner rather uncharac-
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teristically claimed in January 1969, "has been a real boon to all 

programs." He added that Vidal and his wife Mary are "a real 

addition to our parish." Both served especially in the Sunday 

School where she taught primary grades and he worked with the 
senior high students, sometimes numbering forty-seven. He also 
instituted a lay reader program, recruiting and training members 

from the Canterbury Club, Altar Guild, Churchwomen, and even 
junior high. 

By far the greatest achievement, however, was completely pay

ing for the church building and Student Center. Bishop Harte 

came for the consecration and mortgage burning on November 

23, 1969. He also confirmed twenty-four. At the festivities both 

Eva Kremp and her husband sang in the choir. A month later 

Father Vidal provided musical accompaniment for the December 

anniversary and pot luck celebration for Keith Kreitner's twenty

fifth anniversary of his ordination. 

At Grace Church, meanwhile, Weeks was making noticeable 

changes. In his first few months, he chose Alan Hanshaw as his 

senior warden and increased the vestry from nine to fifteen mem

bers and organized it into thirteen committees. Two women were 

elected in this expanded vestry: Carol (Mrs. Robert) McBride 

and Beb (Mrs. E.W.) Czerny. He asked Pettingill to attend every 

vestry meeting and requested regular reports from organist and 

choirmaster Anderson and from Madeleine Brandt, Christian 

Education director. 
He made many improvements in the property too, installing 

a dark to dawn light in the parking lot (though he had to settle 

for one outside the kitchen door when the parking lot's mercury 

vapor light proved too expensive to keep on all night), sound

proofed his and the curate's offices, hired a church secretary to 

keep 8:30-5:30 office hours Monday through Friday, and found 
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the Rev. William Johnson, a retired deacon from Rhode Island 

who was enrolled in a master's program in psychology at the Uni

versity of Arizona, to help with visits and counseling and to lock 

the church each evening at io P. M. with no pay except a travel 

allowance. Termites were treated in the rectory, and its carpeting, 
heating unit and stove were replaced. 

Liturgically he instituted a 6:30 A.M. mid-week communion 

followed by breakfast and Wednesday night covered dish dinners 

during Lent. Lenten services were shared with St. Matthew's and 

St. Paul's, the first sign of co-operation initiated by Grace with 
other Episcopal congregations that I found. (Perhaps this sud

den collegiality was partly due to the death in September 1968 

of George Ferguson, founder of St. Philips and rector there for 

thirty-two years. As "dean" of Episcopal rectors he had tended to 

dominate programs and to be very protective of his church's role 

- an attitude that tended to smother cooperation.) 

In March Weeks invalidated a 1959 marriage policy excluding 

non-Grace members - i.e. those with pledges not fully paid up -

and replaced it, asking instead only a $10 fee for non-members 

plus a minimum of $10 custodial fee for use of the parish hall for 

wedding receptions. He encouraged a visitation and evangelism 

committee to take over transportation arrangements to bring 

people to church services and he began a Family Concern Fund 

(with Carol McBride who funded it in a memorial for her mother; 

the fund was later called the Haines Fund) to make available fi

nancial assistance to members of the parish who had emergencies 

without obligation for repayment. After the first eighteen months 

of existence $2,600 had been received into the fund and $2,075 

had been paid out in aid. 7 He established a monthly church pa
per titled Words of Grace, which was well-received; all of its an

nual volumes were bound with red covers and are available for 
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posterity. He and his wife Tim began a 40-80 Club for couples, 

replacing Jerry Wallace's Podnahs which had disintegrated with 

his retirement. Intended for couples beginning at age forty, who 

were invited to the rectory every month for dinner with their 

children, the event grew to fifty and sixty couples - and aided 

new growth of the Sunday School which had dropped with Wal
lace's departure. 6 

In May 1969 Weeks took a week to attend his son Larry's grad
uation from St. Stephen's School in Austin, Texas, and bring both 

Larry and their daughter Lucy to Tucson. He took another two 

weeks in September to fulfill his Naval Reserve duty at a hospital 

in San Diego (he had remained in the reserve after his active duty 

as a chaplain in World War II). During April vestryman Leslie 

Tilley started lay readers' courses for the vestry senior acolytes; 

by February the next year Tilley was licensed as Grace Church's 

first lay chalice bearer. In June attendance grew at the three sum

mer services (two in the morning, one at 7:30 P.M.) and seventy 

children attended Vacation Bible School, aided by twenty-two 

adult staff members. 

A series of staff changes occurred beginning in April when the 

vestry awarded Winnifred Hart a cross for the many years she 

had spent in Altar Guild. The fall brought Carl Anderson's resig

nation from his choir/organist job to join Tucson Unified School 
District as a teacher. In thanks for his service, he was given a 

silver tray and a purse at a September reception. Anderson was 

replaced by Charles Burgess at $4,500 annually. Joe Hanson also 

resigned that fall after serving twenty-seven years as treasurer 

of the parish. Following the tradition started under Wallace, he 

was named "emeritus" and invited to continue attending vestry 

meetings - which he actually did for a while. Then in November 
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Pettingill resigned as curate to accept the rectorship of St. Luke's 

in Prescott. 

Nevertheless Bishop Harte was pleased with the progress of 

the parish and its hospitality when he visited in December towel

come forty-five confirmands. The vestry evidently was pleased 

too because in January i968, it increased Weeks' annual salary to 

$9,SOO - and by a unanimous vote! 
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CHAPTER SIX 

Stresses and Strains, 1970-1991 

<J3 y 1970 TUCSON HAD GROWN UP. It was no longer a 

small town. In the past twenty years it had experienced 

phenomenal population growth, from 45.454 in 1950 to 
262,933 in 1970. 1 In Tucson's downtown that meant urban renew-

al, a project intended to upgrade and beautify. Most noticeably it 
spelled demolition of crumbling adobe homes west of the down
town business district and their replacement with the angular 

white Convention Center and its asphalt parking lots. It meant 

urban sprawl of neighborhoods to the north and east and estab

lishment of malls to service them. 

Expansion of copper mines in San Manuel and Green Valley, 

additions oflarge industries such as Hughes (now Raytheon) and 
founding of Pima Community College brought new jobs and 
new residents. That also meant expansion of the University of 

Arizona, especially with the 1971 addition of University Hospi
tal (nowuMc) on Campbell Avenue near Speedway, cross streets 

important to both Grace and St. Paul's parishioners. The rapid 
growth caused displacement of the poor and minorities and also 
meant racial tensions. 

In August 1970 there was a clash between black and white 
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youths at the Fox Theatre which brought on serious rioting and 

some looting in the downtown area. In spring 1971 there was a 

demonstration against police brutality by street people, mostly 

transients, and some Chicanos at the UA main gate. President 

Harvill at the UA asked city police to bring paddy wagons. Sub

sequent rioting occurred over three days involving 500 youths 

and 400 police. Fifty-three were jailed before the city passed an 

emergency anti-loitering ordinance and enforced it. Other crime, 
attributed especially to heroin, methamphetamine, and LSD use, 

also escalated. 2 

For the national church the 7o's were turbulent too. There were 

experimental liturgies leading to the adoption of a new prayer 

book in 1979, the struggles for women's ordination, including 

two irregular women's ordinations in 1974 and 1975, and division 

at the national church conventions, not only over those issues, 

but also over abortion and capital punishment. It was the be

ginning of a splintering into liberal and evangelical approaches 

throughout Christian churches as well as heightened interest in 

ecumenism. 3 

In the 197o's Grace Church was under the leadership of rector 

William (Bill) P. Weeks and assistants the Rev. Richard Babcock 

(1970-1978), the Rev. Joseph Elliott (1971-1973), the Rev. Glenn 

Jenks (1974-1979) and Deacon William (Bill) Johnson (1967-2002). 

They guided the church through visible parish and community 

projects to answer the turbulent times. 

One of the most distinctive activities Weeks initiated was sum

mer trips for high school youth to Mexico and once to El Sal

vador. Because in West Texas he had known two brothers who 

became Episcopal priests serving Mexico, he was able to connect 

youth with summer projects, often leading crafts at Vacation Bi-
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ble School at a mission in Los Mochis, Sinoloa, under his friend 
the Rev. Senor Melchor Saucedo, Episcopal bishop of Western 

Mexico. To prepare for and finance the trip, the young people 

held spaghetti suppers and pancake breakfasts. They also col

lected yarn and fabric remnants for their craft projects weeks in 

advance. The group, once as large as 30, but generally between 5 

to u, were accompanied at various times by Weeks and his wife 

Tim, the Revs. Elliott and Babcock, and parents including Marge 

Price and Grant Hoecher. They would leave in a multi-car cara

van to Nogales, walk across the border, and board a Mexican bus 
in Nogales, Sonora. Once in Los Mochis, they would plunge right 

into service activities, with occasional side trips into small agrar

ian communities nearby. 

One year when the mission work was in Guadalajara, Weeks' 

son Larry came down with a form of cholera, but thanks to his fa

ther's connection with the bishop of Guadalajara, a doctor came 

every day to give Larry medication until he came through it. 

Usually the worst ailments came from mosquito attacks near the 

beaches. Memories of the youth more often focused on the proj

ects they had completed, singing around campfires, and eating 

wonderful Mexican meals prepared by volunteer cooks from the 

Los Mochis congregation. The youth made six consecutive "safa

ris" of this type, climaxing in 1973 with a fun trip to the beaches 

of Mazatlan. 4 

A youth representative, George Price, was also added to the 

vestry. To further encourage activity by young people, the youth 

were given their own room in the undercroft which they decorat

ed and furnished. They called themselves Power and Light Un
limited or PL u. The parish also became worried about security. 

There were several burglaries at the parish house in 1974 causing 
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Bishop Melchor Saucedo of Western Mexico and his entourage 

greet Grace Church's youth group on their trip to Los Mochis, Si

naloa, in 1973. PHOTO BY MARGE PRICE . 

stronger locks and more locking up - so much so that one night 

the new St. Hilda's Guild was inadvertently locked out from one 

of its regular meetings. 
In 1970 senior warden Dr. Milton Davis expressed concern that 

Grace members were "too content with ourselves" and should 

consciously diversify the congregation by race and income. 5 One 

effort to that end was a brief rental of the church facilities in 1970 

to the Eastern Orthodox Church while its new building was be

ing completed. Another was adopting a Peruvian family from 

Lima in 1972. Still another were visitations by Bishop Saucedo, 

first Bishop of West Mexico and a friend of the Rev. Weeks. He 
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On the same trip, youth relax with a square dance. The tall boy in 

the center is Bruce Anderson. To his right is Frank Berman and 

John Hall, an Episcopal priest and a candidate for Bishop in 2008. 

PHOTO BY MARGE PRICE. 

came to the parish several times and sometimes preached as well 

as aiding in supervising the teens on their trips to Mexico. An
other effort was establishment of the Young Marrieds, a group 
of 15 couples who met at the Weeks' home monthly beginning in 

1972, growing to 50 to 60 regulars. 
In 1970 St. Paul's was in the closing years of Keith Kreitner's 

tenure. Its strong ties to the university student community were 

severely tested when the diocese under Bishop Harte recom
mended in May that an independent campus ministry should 
be established. In August that effort was strengthened when Dr. 
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Celebrating a birthday in Los Mochis, Sinaloa, in i973. Left to right: 
Ellen and Carl Anderson chaperone the birthday girl, Kris Phillip 

and Frank Berman. PHOTO BY MARGE PRICE. 

Carey Womble was appointed as campus minister with fund

ing from the diocese. 6 Father Kreitner accepted the change with 

bitterness, fearing the changes that might come after breaking 

the strong University bond from which St. Paul's had been born. 

Despite the loss of the University ministry, St. Paul's parish con

tinued its slow growth pattern, increasing its membership by 28 

between 1971 and 1972 to 748, and in 1973 another 11 to 759, its 
peak - reached ten years after Grace Church's highest member

ship of 1,341. 

Sunday School attendance suffered with "spotty" attendance, 
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In Los Mochfs, Karin Anderson holds a local child on her lap 

with Kris Phillips while enjoying their hosts. PHOTO BY MARGB 

PRICB. 

however, and only four to five were regulars in 1974· One bright 

spot was the musical leadership of Kaye Bernard, wife of sexton 

Fred Bernard, who played piano and led singing. By 1976 and the 

help of part-time priest Father Ryan and his wife Aggie, the Sun

day School grew to 26 children in three classrooms. 

Grace Church's rector Bill Weeks organized a festive Cen

tennial of the first Episcopal service in Tucson at Whitsunday 

in 1974· Two special services were led by Bishop Harte. The first 
was an 8 A .M . re-enactment of Bishop Whitaker's first service in 

Tucson loo years earlier on the steps of the Pima County Court 
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Bishop Joseph Harte and 1he Rev. Bill Weeks of Grace Church cel
ebrate a Eucharist at the Pima County Courthouse on June 2, i974, 

commemorating the centennial of Bishop Otis Whitaker's first 
Episcopal service in Tucson. 

House, using the liturgy from the 1848 Prayer Book. 7 Assisting 

were Babcock, Canon Jerry Wallace, rector emeritus, and Mad

eline Brault and the Rev. Elbridge Morrill, chaplains at St. Mary's 

Hospital. The second service was at 10 A.M. at the Adams Street 

church. A special fanfare and hymn titled "The Golden Sequence" 

were composed by Robert McBride, professor of music at the 

University and a parishioner. The Tucson Boys Band, directed by 

Gary Lines, played chorales as preludes. Emerita organist Geor

gia Carroll played the organ. 
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The Grace Church congregation processes to the Arizona Inn for 

ceremonies and a luncheon celebrating the centennial. 

After the service everyone gathered on the Front lawn and re

ceived helium-filled red balloons painted with white doves, sym

bolizing the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. The congregation 

paraded with the balloons to the nearby Arizona Inn for a festive 

luncheon. "It was an event worthy of a centennial observance and 

we made the most of it," commented Carol McBride afterwards. 8 

With the arrival of the Rev. Glenn Jenks at Grace in 1974, 

there was young leadership for other directions too. He started 

a singles group and then the first Education for Ministry (EFM) 

class; he also encouraged participation in the Curcillo move

ment, a couples program to nurture spiritual life. Lay woman 
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Hazel Macready, Weeks' lay assistant, spearheaded an Evangeli

cal Committee, later called sos, which arranged meetings with 

newcomers and organized neighborhood meetings, sometimes 

with house eucharists. Macready also took a two-day course in 

counseling the dying. In February 1978 Weeks was asked to ad

dress Integrity Tucson, a group representing the Tucson gay and 

lesbian community, and he urged clergy and the congregation to 
give the "problem" additional study. All were projects that would 
surface again after 2000. 

Father Kreitner was at his most innovative in St. Paul's wor

ship services. He served Communion "in the round" without an 

altar in the student center, gaining photographic coverage in the 

March 1970 Tucson Citizen - but dismay from his supporter Ada 
McCormick who missed the focus of the cross in her worship 
there. [By then in her 7o's, she was attending St. Paul's after losing 

her beloved Stone Avenue Grace Church.] He added more var

ied services which were often lay led. Two women led morning 

prayer on weekdays regularly. Lay readers in 1974 included four 

men also licensed to administer the chalice.9 Services began fea

turing a wider range of music. The choir performed a Schubert 

mass on Passion Sunday, a folk mass in October, and a Christmas 

cantata. Several special concerts in 1976 honored the nation's bi

centennial. 

Physical improvements continued. Clerestory stained glass 

windows were added to the church in 1970, and in 1974 John 

Murphey donated two marble panels which he had found in Italy. 

They are "Mary and the Christ Child" and "The Annunciation." 

Both are now installed at the west entry of Grace St. Paul's church. 

A more unusual addition was the installation of a ship's bell from 

the World War II naval ship USS Chaumont (which was recom-
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Bell from the USS Chaumont commissioned in 1920 and later 

recommissioned as the USS Samaritan in 1944· Donated by the 

Barneyback family to St. Paul's Church, later installed at Grace St. 

Paul's Church where it still remains in use. 

missioned in 1944 as the hospital ship Samaritan), a gift from the 

Stephen Bameyback family. That bell remained in place to ring 

in services until after the merger in 1991 when it was moved to 
Grace St. Paul's belfry. 

At the same time at St. Paul's, a small but active young adults 

group was formed with the assistance of Spencer Hunter, then a 

University grad student. It met regularly after the 10 o'clock ser

vice for Bible study, and at other occasions for social events such 

as pool parties, picnics, and overnights at parishioner Jean Stew

art's cabin on Mt. Lemmon. 

In December 1977 Keith Kreitner celebrated the 25th anniver-
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sary of his ordination, an event he proclaimed "absolutely glori

ous." Despite that, he termed the year as a whole "challenging," 

noting that it had barely ended in the black. 10 Membership had 

dropped to 329 due to all the factors bedeviling Weeks at Grace 
Church - and the Episcopal church as a whole, beset with divi

sion over the civil rights struggle which the national leadership 

refused to support. As its community outreach, the parish of
fered office space in its former Student Center to the diocese's 
Episcopal Community Services (Ecs). Keith Kreitner served as 
its director along with the vicar of the new St. Alban's and Robert 

Vance of St. Philip's. With the help of his very active Episcopal 

Church Women (Ecw) chapter, the church also continued to 

operate a "rector's pantry," established in 1973 so that the needy 

could receive canned goods as needed. The ECW put on parish 

dinners five or six times a year and in 1979 opened St. Paul's gift 

shop, partly to support the food program. In 1978 Father Kreitner 

described St. Paul's as "not the fashionable place, not the biggest 

place, but perhaps the place where sincerity is felt more than any 

place else in our county." 11 

One of the most ambitious - and controversial - projects, es

pecially in light of the Sanctuary Movement that was then en

meshing the Rev. John Fife, leader of Tucson's First Presbyterian 

Church, however, was the sponsorship of Chapel of the Resur

rection, a mission in south Tucson's Mexican-American com

munity, jointly directed by Clinton Fowler of St. Michael and 
All Angels, Weeks and Grace's senior warden Alan Hanshaw. 

The Rev. DeRijk was first vicar of the chapel. It was intended to 

"promote social justice, improve quality of police protection, and 

give immigration assistance" - but only in areas of personal ad

vocacy and social services, not "causes." Hanshaw made it clear 
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that Grace didn't want to be involved in "any illegal activity."12 

The vestry carefully earmarked its regular contributions for shel

ter, food, clothing, and utilities. After DeRijk resigned from his 

vicar's post at Resurrection in March 1979, Jenks stepped down 

from his associate role at Grace to take charge there. 

After Jenks left, organist and choir director Babcock also de

parted to serve as vicar of St. David's in Page, Arizona. Both 

losses, but especially Babcock's, were nudged by heavy budget 

deficits that began in May 1977 and persisted into 1978, so that 

deficit budgets were adopted in both 1978 and 1979 at the annual 
meetings. Later in 1979, the budget had improved enough to hire 

newly ordained Robert R. Smith. He arrived with his wife Susan 

in January 1980 and soon had organized a religious drama group 

of 20 members. They performed "St. Anthony of Egypt" during 

Lent and a nativity pageant at Christmas. 

A major contribution, especially to the medical community, 

occurred in February 1980 when St. Paul's Church opened Hospi

tality House at 1531 East Speedway, near the new University Medi

cal Center. From the beginning Jane Pundt was named as direc

tor, initially with Jean Hughes assisting her. In its first year the 

house with its four rooms, two furnished with three twin beds 

and the remaining two with two beds each, accommodated 102 

guests, usually family members, but sometimes whole families, 

or patients from distant areas - Chile, Mexico, Alaska. Clients 

were asked to donate a nominal nightly fee of $5, but no one was 

refused if they couldn't pay it. Despite the fact that clients often 

had to share rooms with strangers, it was a surprise that "so many 

were so compatible," Pundt said.13 Clients usually were receiving 
long-term medical treatments, often for six weeks but occasion

ally for as long as six months, and needed a low cost facility. 
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Hospitality House served families of patients at UMC, providing 
an inexpensive place for them to stay. Despite rental rates of only $5 
per night, Jane Pundt managed the operation so well that she was 
able to return money to St. Paul's Church. 

St. Paul's did far more than supply a building and its main

tenance. Volunteers tried to provide entertainment, food, and a 
comforting shoulder to cry on. Sometimes they organized pic

nics, birthday parties, and Thanksgiving feasts. The facility be

came well-known among the social workers all over Tucson and 

before long it was full almost year around, often with waiting 

lists. Repairs to the building were constant, especially installing 

112 



Stresses and Strains, 1970-1991 

Grace Church interim Rector, The Rev. David Ferry. 

new plumbing and repairing the leaky roof. Refrigerators and 

stoves sometimes had to be replaced as did bedding and towels. 

Still the House often was contributing several hundred dollars 

back to the church each year. 

lhe Rev. DAN 1 EL FE RR Y, a retired priest from Oregon, joined 
Bill Johnson as non-stipendiary staff at Grace, assisting Bill 

Weeks with some services and with hospital and home visitations. 

In May Bishop Joseph Heistand, former rector of St. Philips who 

had just taken over from Bishop Harte, and Weeks exchanged 

several letters regarding clergy dissension in Tucson. lhe Bishop 
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urged Weeks to serve as leader because of his moderation and 

sensitivity, but Weeks declined, citing, in confidence, his doctor's 

admonition that he "must slow down." 14 

Father Kreitner was forced to slow down too. He had been in an 

auto accident at the end of 1979 and then in October i980 required 

hospitalization again. His recovery took nearly three months, 

again at the holiday season. The Rev. Whipple from Green Valley 
filled in at St. Paul's as did Chaplain Elbridge Morrell from St. 
Mary's. Parishioners, especially John and Margaret Bret-Harte, 

Paul Lee and Margaret Price, were singled out for their assistance 

at the annual meeting in January i981. 

Another important community project began in December i981 

when seven Episcopal churches formed a coalition to open a free 
kitchen at 829 South Sixth Avenue to serve a daily evening hot 

meal to Tucson's hungry, the effect of persistent unemployment 

and increasing homelessness in Tucson. Named St. Martin's Cen

ter after St. Martin de Porres, a i7th-century black Peruvian friar 

who had a soup kitchen in Lima and who is the patron saint of 

interracial justice, the Center's rent and utility bills were paid by 

the diocese's Episcopal Community Services. Bishop Heistand, 

dedicated the Center. 

Food preparation and serving came from volunteers from the 

seven churches. Initially they were St. Philip's, Grace, St. Alban's, 

St. Matthew's, St. Michael and All Angels, Christ the King and 

Chapel of the Resurrection. Members of St. Paul's, led by John 

Bret-Harte and Tillie Hazzard, joined the coalition in Febru

ary i983, cooking and serving meals once every 28 days. By then 

other churches, college groups, and organizations also began 

helping. By mid-1983 Grace Church had four cooking teams, co

ordinated by the new rector's wife Joan Potter. When the Center 
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first opened the teams served 160 people, but in the winters the 

numbers quickly grew closer to 300. 

The churches also helped supply blankets, shoes and socks 

to the clients. In 1984, however, neighbors from Armory Park 

near the facility began complaining and eventually filed a suit to 
stop the meals and the loitering, burglaries, and trash that they 

blamed on the homeless; the Center was ordered closed in 1985. 15 

Despite health problems that he knew would limit his ongoing 

work at Grace, Bill Weeks had his heart set on organizing an even 

larger extravaganza than he had in 1974· The target event would 
commemorate the Centennial of Grace Church's founding in 

1982. He asked for enlistment of lOO new members for the event, 

a picture directory of the parish, gathering of memorabilia from 

lOO years earlier, and another dramatic presentation by Smith's 

drama group. In September 1980 he appointed Beb Czerny and 
Paul Enz to serve as co-chairs of the event. Ultimately their com

mittee picked May 30,1982, as the date for the celebration. 

They organized an historical exhibit in the parish hall as a teas

er on May 11 along with the performance of Smith's "The Drama 

of Grace" performed by a large cast of volunteers. Jay Taylor, a 

parishioner, erected 13 billboards around the Tucson area, trum

peting Grace in large red letters. The main event was on Saturday, 

a Centennial banquet in the University of Arizona ballroom for 
which 351 paid for dinners including 11 from the neighboring St. 

Paul's parish and lay persons and clergy from other Tucson con

gregations. There were also guests from throughout the diocese, 

many previous rectors, including popular Jerry Wallace then in 

his mid-So's. Others, including then-Governor Bruce Babbitt, 

sent congratulatory letters. Weeks' friend the Rt. Rev. Gerald N. 

McAllister of Oklahoma gave the keynote address. 
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Jay Taylor provided several billboards in Tucson to help celebrate 
the centennial of Grace Church's founding in i882. 

On Sunday "a vividly impressive spectacle" with the Tucson 

Bagpipe Guild leading the procession featured Bishop Heistand, 

who was the celebrant, and another friend of Weeks, Bishop 

Richard M. Trelease of the Diocese of Rio Grande where Weeks 

had served as rector before coming to Tucson. Trelease preached. 

Three choirs sang. All in all the event was termed an "outstand

ing success" and Weeks later declared it had been a "once in a 

lifetime spiritual experience for me." 

Immediately following that event, Weeks left on vacation and 

the Bishop appointed Daniel Ferry as interim rector who then 

worked as Weeks' assistant until January. After a grand fare

well send off during which Weeks and his wife Tim were given a 

$23,000 motor home in lieu of the usual going away purse, Weeks 

was given a three-month sabbatical which he called his "terminal 
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Bishop Richard Trelease of the Rio Grande Diocese in Texas 
speaks at Grace Church during the celebratory service. 

leave." Then Ferry officially took over as locum tenens, paid from 
month to month until a new rector would be called. 

Senior warden Dr. Don French was named chair of the search 

committee for a new rector. The parish profile the committee 

compiled showed there were 833 members in the congregation, 

including 452 families. The age group of those over 75 was largest; 
few in the parish were under 25 years. 16 In the previous five years 

all statistics in attendance and services had dropped. In addition 

to that, for several years the church had operated under deficit 

budgets. 

Despite that rather gloomy picture, the search committee drew 
up its guidelines for the ideal replacement: a male 35-55, expe

rienced as a preacher, counselor, and crisis visitor and second

arily competent as a spiritual guide and leader with special back-
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The Rev. Jack C. Potter, of Grace Church. 

ground in working with youth. By April two candidates were 

asked to come for interviews and another candidate was kept in 

reserve. The Rev. Robert Eggenschiller was called, but two weeks 

later he declined. 

The Rev. JACK C. POTTER, rector of St. John's Episcopal 
Church in Lafayette, Ind., the candidate whose name had been 

kept in reserve, was asked to come for an interview. He did and 

was unanimously selected for the call. When notified by tele

phone, Potter said he was "delighted" both with the unanimous 

vote and his remuneration package. In his formal acceptance to 

Dr. Everett Czerny, Grace senior warden, he agreed to begin on 

Sunday, July 4. 

Meanwhile St. Paul's church under the Rev. Keith Kreitner 
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was having persistent financial problems. Cash flow often meant 

alarms from the treasurer and in 1983 taking out a $3,500 loan to 

pay end-of-the year bills. At the end of 1983 there was a strange 

incident in which Father Kreitner's life was threatened. Police, 

postal, and federal agencies were all concerned. Floodlights were 

installed in the parking lots for Christmas services and escorts 

provided to and from cars for the services. 17 No charges were 

ever filed. 

At the same time, Christina Jarvis took over as choir director 

at St. Paul's. In November Ed Seright, senior warden, notified the 

St. Paul's parish that Kreitner would unofficially retire at the end 

of the next month and take a three-month sabbatical in the first 

quarter of 1985 (as Weeks had done in retiring from Grace). A 

parish-wide retirement breakfast on Dec. 16 marked the end of 

Kreitner's 25 years in the parish. He announced he would con

tinue to live in Tucson, saying, "When you are almost living in 

paradise, why change?" 

When the Bishop met with the vestry after the retirement an

nouncement, he suggested five men in the diocese who might 

serve as an unofficial substitute rector during the sabbatical 

time, but it turned out none were available. Some time during 

that interval Bishop Heistand suggested conversations take place 

between Grace and St. Paul's in regard to a possible merger, but 

his suggestion got nothing but a negative response from St. Paul's 

and the matter was dropped. 

In February 1984 Grace's retired rector Weeks joined Kreitner 

in a non-stipendiary role with duties to celebrate the Eucharist at 

least once a week at St. Paul's, to visit those hospitalized, and to 

take sacraments to shut-ins. Kreitner delightedly welcomed him 

as "a tremendous addition to our staff." Weeks specified that he 
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The Rev. Gordon K. McBride and his wife, Kari. 

would stay as interim "for a short time," noting he already had 

travel plans for May and June, but Potter from Grace and the Rev. 

Roger Douglas from St. Philip's agreed to help out in that interval. 

St. Paul's set up a calling committee with Margaret Bret-Harte 
as chair. Other members were Tillie Hazzard, Walter Fathauer, 

Henry Stratton, Jane Pundt, Jim Quick, Virginia Hughes, Chris

tina Jarvis, and Ned Poole. 

Cash flow was so poor by that June that the senior warden 

had to ask the Bishop's permission to pledge the sexton's house 
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and property on 1504 E. Helen as $20,000 loan collateral to cover 
the costs of the calling committee for mailing, phone calls, and 

candidate visitations. In July three candidates from New Mexico, 

Missouri, and Utah visited the parish and were interviewed. On 

August 7 at a special vestry meeting, GORDON MCBRIDE from 
Salt Lake City was selected unanimously and later confirmed 

by a majority vote of the congregation. When Weeks returned 

from his vacation soon after that, he was joyful that a new rector 

had been called and proclaimed McBride "a great choice." The 

McBrides arrived in a small car packed with children and dogs 

on September 1, 1985. 

McBride's official welcome was at his first service on September 

8 and the families' at a surprise "pounding" (when gifts are given 
in pounds; for instance a pound of sugar) at a welcome breakfast 

put on by the E cw on September 10. McBride was installed on 

St. Francis Day, October 4, by Bishop Wesley Frensdorff, Bishop 

Heistand's assistant bishop then headquartered in Tucson. 

McBride quickly established a rector's advising committee, a 

long range planning task force, and a worship committee with 

John Bret-Harte as chair. He saw that the congregation was small, 

with a maximum of 65-70 people, mostly middle-aged and older, 

at both Sunday services. 18 But attendance gradually rose. When 

he added a 5 P. M. Christmas Eve service, 87 attended. 
Still, in a visit early in 1986 Bishop Heistand commented pri

vately to the new rector that McBride's role might be to lead the 
congregation to another location, for St. Paul's was small and had 

an inadequate physical plant to support growth. 19 That predic

tion quickly was affirmed when the City notified the church it 
would be widening Speedway and warned that the project might 

impact the church. Junior warden Irving Pundt began working 
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The City of Tucson acquired 17 feet of St. Paul's property in 1989 to 
widen Speedway Boulevard. A sound barrier wall was erected in 
an attempt to mitigate traffic noise. 

with the City and led a committee that proposed a tunnel under 

Speedway to reduce the project's impact and increase safety for 

pedestrians. 

Meanwhile William Hart, the chair of St. Paul's long-term 

planning committee, announced the committee's recommenda

tion to aim for modest growth and to concentrate immediately 
"to strengthen ourselves and heal wounds which are present in 

the parish family" and at the end of five years "to remain where 

we are in close proximity to campus on the property we now oc

cupy." Apparently those goals were implemented because in July 

McBride noted that 50 new members had been added since his 

arrival in the fall. 
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As seen in this photo by Lance C. Fairchild of Hugh and Lynette 

Phillips' wedding, the front entrance to St. Paul's became nearly 

unusable and became a factor in the decision to merge with Grace 

Church. 

Part of the growth was due to the excitement of having 
McBride's former student seminarian Elaine Howlett in the par

ish as a summer intern. Known to the parish more recently as 
Elaine Breckenridge, her summer duties included dispensing 
gas money to transients, visiting parishioners for lunch, home 

communion, and pastoral care, and writing a meditation on 
the church's Old Testament stained glass windows. Her work, 
McBride said later, made clear "how important the feminine di
mension is in ministry."20 
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In mid-September the City offered $46,750 to purchase 17 feet 

of Speedway property from in front of the church. The church 

quickly had two lawyers, its chancellor Ernesto Soto and his wife 

Zata, parishioners, working to see that the church would receive 

fair prices for the property. They soon protested the proposed 

amount and instead asked for $114,000, citing aesthetic damage 

to the church and effects on attendance at the church and access 
to Hospitality House. After prolonged negotiations the matter 

was settled in July 1989. 

The City agreed to pay $91,000 for the purchase of 17.79 feet of 

Speedway frontage - most of the entry to the church- and a 25 

foot radius on the southwest corner of Speedway and Vine as well 

as 125 square feet of asphalt paving, 640 square feet of concrete 
walk, and 100 linear feet of retaining wall and grass landscaping. 

Several architects, most notably Karen Bellamy, had begun work

ing on redesigning the front entrance of the church, eventually 

settling for a reorientation of the front door, a small patio in front 

of the entrance with a six-foot wall sound barrier and a fountain 

for "white noise" to help overcome the increased traffic sounds 

from intruding on the narthex and nave during services. Parking 

too had to be refigured as did entry to Hospitality House. 

During the years after McBride's arrival, Jack Potter had his 

own set of problems at Grace. He got a brief respite in October 

1985 when he went to his seminary in Rochester, New York, for 

study under Latin American theologians following his strong 

interest in liberation theology. But he returned with the insight 

that Grace Church facilities were built for 1,500, but had only 500 

parishioners, with 60 per cent of the congregation over age 60 

and most on fixed incomes. "We are overextended in terms of 

building and physical plant," he commented to the vestry. 22 He 

did note that for the first time in nearly a decade, there had been 
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more baptisms than funerals and that younger families were be

ing attracted. In fact in September 1986 numbers had increased 

to 741 with 425 families, including 20 new that year. 

But the deficit budgets continued and had mounted to $20,980 

in December 1986, alleviated only by large estate settlements. By 
March 1987 the Potters had moved out of their home and into 

the rectory and in December the church sold the two lots west of 

the rectory for $85,000 to stave off financial embarrassment. As · 

Potter and McBride made repeated trips to and from Phoenix on 

diocesan business, they began talking about merger of their two 
parishes, understanding that Jack would be rector and Gordon 

the assistant. 23 

The proposal, however, came from Bishop Heistand to the 

Grace vestry in December 1988 when he came to discuss Grace's 

current and future financial situation. A week later Potter sug
gested the vestry appoint a rapprochement committee to begin 
with "our friends at St. Paul's to explore the possibility of union 

with that congregation." He added, "It's important that this com

mittee work quietly and sensitively and that they keep a very low 

profile. The most effective way to end a discussion is to suggest 
to people at St. Paul's that they are going to become 'one of us.'"24 

The result apparently was mainly a circulation of rumors. In 

March 1989 McBride reported at St. Paul's parish meeting: "I have 

never been approached by the rector, the vestry, nor the wardens 

of Grace Church. I did approach Father Potter about rumors I 
had heard. He confirmed that they have been having discussions." 

He noted that the rumors were fanned by "our slow but steady 

rate of growth-exacerbated by the steady departure of a number 

of people ... Our future viability ... will be directly related to our 

evangelical and stewardship success over the next two years," 

adding that the proposal had "some attractive aspects and some 
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serious drawbacks" and concluding that the parish should have 
an opportunity to express its views. 

He later wrote, "The discussions that followed foundered when 

the St. Paul's Vestry was not interested in a merger that would, 

from its point of view, result in the absorption of St. Paul's into 

the larger Grace congregation. The smaller congregation was do
ing well, growing," and, with its newly refurbished physical plant 
thanks to the Speedway widening money, optimistic about its 
future."25 

In April 1990 Architect Karen Bellamy wrote to McBride, "I 

have enjoyed working with you and with everyone at St. Paul's 

I hope the project will provide pleasure to the congregation for 
many years to come." And for a while it looked as though that 
could happen. St. Paul's became known for its exuberant wor

ship, a contemplative weekly mid-week eucharist, and outstand

ing choral and children's music in addition to active building use 

by many outside groups including Alcoholics Anonymous, Al

Anon, and of course Hospitality House and Joseph's Pantry. Its 
congregation was more diverse in interest, age and occupation 
than Grace's. But all that began to change. 

On September 12, 1990, Jack Potter of Grace accepted a call 

from St. Mark's Cathedral in Salt Lake City, Utah, to become 

canon there. He sent a letter of resignation to the vestry effective 

in November and he notified McBride who had written a letter of 

recommendation for him and was not surprised. On September 

24 McBride asked the St. Paul's vestry whether in light of Potter's 

leaving he might "commence dialogue with the Grace vestry" re

garding a possible merger. This time the vestry agreed. 

On October 12 rectors from both churches and both senior 

wardens, Alan Hanshaw and Hilde Peterson, met at a local res

taurant for further discussion. The four decided to begin discus-
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sions about the merger with a combined meeting of the two ves

tries on October 22, followed by a joint Sunday worship service 

in Grace Church on October 28. Two days after the restaurant 

meeting, McBride discussed the matter in a sermon before the 

St. Paul congregation. The day after that, Grace's senior warden 

Alan Hanshaw met with Bishop Heistand in Phoenix to tell him 

that the vestry wished to explore the merger without initiating a 

rector search to replace Potter until the end of 1990. The Bishop 

readily agreed. 27 

Meanwhile McBride sent out a letter to the entire St. Paul par
ish, informing any who had not been in church the previous 

Sunday that St. Paul's and Grace Church "have expressed mutual 

interest in the possibility of merging the two parishes." He listed 

four things that had happened to bring the parishes to the point 

of being willing to talk. First, he said, were demographic changes 

in Tucson, especially the expansion of the University of Arizona 

and the general migration of people to the periphery of the ur

ban area, raising the question whether it would be possible for 

two parishes to thrive this close together in central Tucson over 

the next five or ten years. Second, the fact that the immediate 

neighborhood around St. Paul's continued to deteriorate as more 

residences became rental or university-owned property. Third, 

he wrote, Grace's rector's call to leave at the end of November 

presents an opportunity for the two parishes to come together ei

ther under his leadership or under a new rector jointly selected by 

a new unified parish. Fourth, and he said more important, is "my 

sense that we are being led by the Holy Spirit" by "gentle nudges 

and thunderbolts. Considering the number of times this issue 
has come up without our giving it serious consideration, I think 

that perhaps we are fortunate still to be receiving nudges." 

He noted that "each parish seems to have much to offer the 
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other one. Grace has long continuity and stability in the Epis

copal Church and many fine ministries. It has a parish popula

tion roughly double St. Paul's. St. Paul's, on the other hand, offers 

"vitality and energy, fine music, and a solid liturgical tradition 
as well as other kinds of human and financial resources."28 He 

urged all to be at the joint worship service on October 24 and to 

be involved in the process. 
On the evening of October 17, Grace Church's whole vestry 

discussed the possible merger and on October 22 they met at St. 

Paul's with its vestry to discuss how best to approach the two 

congregations. When St. Paul's vestry met again separately on 

October 24, McBride commented that neither parish knew much 

about the other, but that he personally found the merger an "ex
citing prospect." 

On October 28 the two congregations met in a joint service 

at Grace Church. Jack Potter preached, calling all to a spirit of 

unity, and Gordon McBride celebrated. The two choirs com

bined; lay readers and acolytes were from both congregations 

and 350 parishioners attended. There was a baptism too and "the 
atmosphere was electric," according to an observer. On Novem

ber 18 the Grace parish held a farewell fiesta for Father Jack and 

on Nov. 26 St. Paul's vestry affirmed Suzanne Tubbs as a candi

date for ordination. About the same time John Bret-Harte and 

Evelyn VandenDolder designed a questionnaire for its parish, 

asking members to list what needs St. Paul's had filled; the an

swers included fellowship, warmth, community, spiritual growth, 

spiritual leadership, and a place to worship. It asked what needs 

St. Paul's had been unable to fill; youth and children's programs 

topped the list. 29 Then it asked about gains and losses discernible 

from a merger and what the next five years might hold without 

a merger. 
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Both parishes contributed six vestry members and the senior 
wardens to form a merger committee. Members were senior 

wardens Hilde Peterson and Alan Hanshaw, treasurers Helen 

Goetz and David Wolfson, Suzanne Tubbs, Jane Sawyer, John 
Bret-Harte, Joseph Heinlein, Bruce Anderson, Henry Dirtadian, 
George Codd, Ernesto Soto, and Dawn Stoner. McBride served ex 

officio and later was asked to be chairman. 

They met for the first time on December 4 with Bishop Heistand 
at Grace Church. The merger committee divided into subcom

mittees dealing with finance, parish programs, worship and li
turgics, staff and administration, buildings and grounds, and 
corporate and legal matters. Often the groups met over breakfast 
and had a Eucharist together. 

The first draft of the merger proposal, a three-page document, 

came before the joint committee on January 3; several refine

ments occurred within the next few weeks. By January 12, after 
Gordon McBride had met with the Grace vestry for an inter
view, it listed these primary understandings: 1) that the new par

ish would be called Grace St. Paul's Church, 2) that Gordon K. 

McBride would be first rector of the new parish, 3) that a second 

full-time priest would be called as curate or associate as soon as 

possible, and 4) that the parish home would be at 2331 E. Adams 
Street. Even at that point several items were unresolved, the big

gest being how the Speedway property would be used or whether 

it might be sold. Another unifying element though was its State 
of Visions, reading: 

It is the particular vision of this merger that, as a result 
of the combination of Grace and St. Paul's parishes, a com

prehensive parish will be created that will be spiritu-ally 

and financially stronger, can lead in evangelism, and will 
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be able to serve in full the diversity of Episcopalians in cen

tral Tucson. Opportunities for worship, spiritual growth, 

fellowship, pastoral care, outreach and education in the 

Christian faith will be provided for persons of all ages; this 

implies a continuation of programs that exist and a new 

emphasis on offerings especially for children, youth, and 

families. The new parish with its increased strength and 
financial and human resources will also help provide lead

ership for the Episcopal Church in Tucson. 30 

On the 14th the St. Paul's vestry voted unanimously in favor of 

the proposal on a secret ballot before taking it to the general con

gregation January 27 at the annual meeting. In his rector's report 
to that meeting, McBride wrote, "I believe the merger is a good 

thing." He enumerated six benefits: 1) A strong parish that can 

make a bold statement for Christ and provide leadership for the 

Episcopal church in Tucson, 2) A dynamic collection of commit

ted people with St. Paul's spiritual power and vigor mixing well 

with the loving and socially committed people of Grace Church, 

3) an exciting music ministry, 4) a fine physical plant that can 

support church school, youth and other programs, 5) A second 

full-time priest to minister to the varied needs of a congregation 
that will be larger, and 6) Opportunities to serve and be served. 

Senior warden Hilde Peterson in her report noted problems for 

St. Paul's in shrinking numbers from serious gaps that needed to 

be filled; she concluded, "If it is God's will, this (merger) will hap

pen and He will give you the strength to support Grace St. Paul's 

Episcopal church for it is His Church!" At the meeting McBride 

announced that Ruth Oswald was the senior warden if the merg

er were approved. He noted that both vestries had approved the 
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proposal. Then the vote was taken by secret ballot simultaneously 

at both parishes. More than So percent voted favorably in each of 

the parishes. 31 

The next step was planning the final service for St. Paul's and 
its secularization on Saturday evening before the formal merg

er. Leave taking from their church home was difficult for the St. 

Paul's congregation. Planning the procession for Palm Sunday, 

March 24, 1991, from the secularized St. Paul's building to the 

new Grace St. Paul's was more joyous and involved both congre

gations. The procession involved over 400 people, some carrying 

important art and religious symbols from St. Paul's as well as 

palm branches. Special stops were made at Our Savior's Lutheran 

Church and at St. Peter and Paul's Roman Catholic Church where 

members of their clergy welcomed the travelers. 

When the procession arrived on Adams Street, the St. Paul's 

bell began tolling from the Grace St. Paul's building, and at the 
church itself children held welcoming banners. The combined 

choir led the procession into the church with Bishop Heistand, 

McBride, and former rectors, Weeks and Potter, and Deacons 

Herman White and Bill Henwood, as well as acolytes and lay 

leaders, heading the combined congregations. 

McBride faced his new larger congregation from the chancel 

of Grace St. Paul's and delivered his first sermon as rector there 

with his family nearby. 
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Interior of St. Paul's church. Top left: Altar and cross at the north 
end. The iron cross now graces the north exterior wall of Grace St. 
Paul's, minus the filigree. The area behind the cross was painted a 
rich crimson, with matching carpet in the center aisle. Bottom left: 
The south end featured The Annunciation, a marble freize brought 
from Italy and given to St. Paul's in 1974· It is now on display in 
the cloister at Grace St. Paul's. Above: From high above, looking 
toward the altar. The clerestory windows were intalled in the clere
story at Grace St. Paul's after the merger. Also visible, the niches on 
both sides of the sanctuary contained wooden sculptures depicting 
events in St. Paul's ministry; they are now in the narthex at Grace 
St. Paul's. 
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The Rev. Gordon K. McBride at the St. Paul's parish party after the 
ceremony desanctifying the church on the night before the merger 
march. PHOTO BY DIANNE BRET-HARTE. 
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Above: The merger procession forms at St. Paul's, Palm Sunday, 

1991. Left to Right: Bishop Joseph Heistand; The Rev. Bill Weeks, 

former Rector at Grace Church and later interim Rector at St. 

Paul's; and The Rev. Gordon McBride, Rector at St. Paul's, on his 

way to becoming Rector of Grace St. Paul's. Below, the procession 

along Campbell Ave. 
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The 1991 merger procession arrives at Grace St. Paul's 
on Adams Street accompanied by the pealing of the St. Paul's bell. 



CHAPTER SEVEN 

%aking the %erger 'Work, 1991-2001 

UITE SOON, MCBRIDE LATER COMMENTED, peo

ple began thinking of themselves as members of Grace 

St. Paul, though introductions often began with, "I was 

from St. Paul's" or "I'm from Grace." The first half-year 

after the merger was very exciting and sometimes a little tense. 

Parishioners had to find ways to work together, share pews, build 

new relationships. 

The vestry had a difficult job too. Their first meeting was 

soon after the merger vote on February 18. McBride, new rec

tor of Grace St. Paul's, presided. There were three wardens: Alan 

Hanshaw and Colby Pfeil from Grace; Jane Pundt from St. Paul's. 

And there were two treasurers, Helen Goetz and David Wolfson. 

Eighteen were on the vestry: Bruce Anderson, William Boynton, 

Alan Brundage, George Codd, Everett Czerny, John Bret-Harte, 

Margaret Bret-Harte, Sean Cox, Mary DeCamp, Henry Dirtadian, 

Chris Eastoe, Peter Ffolliott, Elise Petropoulus, Dawn Stoner, 

Phil Taylor, Evelyn VandenDolder, George Vanture, and Herman 

Weil. JoAnn Boynton served as clerk until Yvonne Maynard re

placed her at the second meeting. 

Hanshaw, selected as senior warden, also served as legal coun-
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The Rev. Jessica Hatch, associate rector at Grace St. Paul's. 

sel. He reported to the group that legally the merger was not that, 

but a consolidation because a new church was formed. He noted 

the status meant that while the effective date of formation was 

February 19, the legal effective date of the corporation would be 

April 1 in regard to names on back accounts, tax ID number and 

other such financial affairs. In that interval from February to 

April both vestries continued to function; the treasurers would 

continue to do so for over a year. 1 They were assisted by a joint 

Budget Committee. Besides the treasurers, that included Mary 

DeCamp, John Bret-Harte and Everett Czerny. 

A Palm Sunday planning committee was also formed with 

Deacon Bill Johnson, Dawn Stoner, Carl Anderson, Laurie Keyne, 
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Jesse Thrall, Vickie Small, Jim Quick, Allison Jones, Bob Ryman, 
Karen McVean, Christine Constestable, Cathy Wolfson, and Ir

ving Pundt serving. 

McBride was also authorized to begin calling an assistant to be

gin as soon as possible. His/her annual salary was set at $34,000, 

to include housing allowance and insurance. At the March meet

ing the vestry further specified the search should focus on some

one with a bent for family ministry who was already ordained 

a priest. People in the Sunday School were to be involved in in

terviews. Though McBride had assumed that process might be 

a lengthy one, the leading candidate, the Rev. JESSICA HATCH 

was named in April, visited in May when she verbally accepted 

the call, attended the June vestry meeting, and was formally in

stituted in July, becoming the second woman to serve an Episco

pal church in Tucson (the Rev. MARGARET BABCOCK, the first 

woman ordained a priest in the Arizona Diocese in 1981, arrived 

from Flagstaff to lead St. Matthew's congregation in east Tucson 

just weeks earlier). Hatch had been ordained in 1989 and had 

been serving as assistant to the rector of St. Michael and All An

gels' parish in Corona Del Mar in the Diocese of Los Angeles. 2 

Another landmark for the new parish, particularly in aiding its 

financial stability, was the offer from the University of Arizona 

to lease the old St. Paul's building on Speedway for its School of 

Music. The lease signing took effect in April, adding $5,775 each 

month to the GSP income. 3 It also hastened the move of religious 

and artistic artifacts from St. Paul's building to Adams Street. On 

that committee were Jane Pundt, Irving Pundt, Henry Dirtadian, 

Ruth Oswald, Margaret Bret-Harte, Joe Heinlein, Dawn Stoner, 

Marietta Hall, Bill Johnson, and Bruce Anderson. 4 The first items 

moved, in addition to the religious items that were hand-carried 

in the merger march, were the bell, a freezer, a refrigerator, and 
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St. Paul's niche sculptures that were placed in GSP's narthex. 

The stained glass windows were boxed and stored as were many 

smaller items. Some excess items, including an altar and candle

sticks, were given to San Pablo mission in Phoenix and a meat 

slicer was eventually given to St. Luke's. The large iron cross was 

moved and placed on the church building overlooking the back 

parking lot off Norton. 
Organ pipes were more of a puzzle and most were boxed and 

stored by June. At first the direction of the organ renovation, a 

major project, was headed by Marwood Goetz who was given 

independent authority over the organ fund. That changed in 

September when George Codd was appointed manager of the 

project, along with Graham Davis of the UA music department 
as assistant. The organ fund was then reincorporated into other 
restricted funds under the control of the vestry. 

Another troublesome event occurred in September when a 

lawsuit was filed against former Grace organist and choir direc

tor Richard Babcock and the church as his employer. The plaintiff, 

Charles Taylor who had been a neighbor of Babcock's and not a 

parishioner, alleged immorality and abuse some 20 years earlier 

and asked $1.5 million in compensation. 5 Although McBride as

sured the vestry that it was covered adequately by insurance in 

"the unlikely event the case goes to trial," much unpleasant pub

licity was given to the suit in local newspapers and much time 

was spent by staff in filing documents as the court proceedings 
dragged on. A more upbeat event occurred in October when Su

zanne Tubbs was ordained deacon at Grace St. Paul's with the 

new GSP congregation cheering. 

In November a joint Thanksgiving service was held for the first 

time with Our Savior's Lutheran Church on Campbell Avenue. 
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Also in that month McBride reported that combining of the two 
congregations into one was occurring through "parties, meetings, 

and get togethers" though he added, "there is still a long road to 

total integration." He also noted that attendance, especially at the 

10 o'clock service, had increased since the merger. By the end of 
the year, it was clear to him that the new parish was growing fast. 
Deacon Tubbs reported to the vestry that two to five newcomer 

cards were being turned in each week. Jessica Hatch organized 

a festive Christmas Eve celebration with pifiatas, hot chocolate 

and churros. 
At the annual meeting in January 1992, Hanshaw was again 

appointed senior warden and Jim Lemen was elected as junior 

warden. The vestry was reduced by one with Paul Lee, Julio Arias, 

Mary Louise McClelland, and Margaret Lavin elected to replace 

those whose terms had expired. At that meeting Jane Sawyer, re
tiring head of the Grace Thursdays program, designed especially 
as a weekly educational and social event for seniors, and Len 

Edmonds, retiring head of Grace ushers, were both especially 

recognized. Chuck Leavenworth, who had spearheaded the first 

GSP stewardship campaign, and Karen McVean, a choir member, 

were also recognized. In his rector's report, McBride said he had 

performed 13 burials, 9 weddings, 13 baptisms, and 14 confirma

tions. He said the new community had "worked together with 

considerable success and excitement" but needed "to get beyond 

our separate origins to move ahead toward a common identity 
... to see our congregation as a new parish not simply a mixing 
together of two old ones."6 

The health of the community was further demonstrated by 

the formation of three aspirant committees for candidates to or

dained ministry. The candidates were Cynthia Raymond, Sean 
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Cox, and Larry Weeks, son of the Rev. and Mrs. William Weeks. 

In addition Gene Trester was asking to be received as priest from 

the Roman Catholic church. 

Two major social events in April began on April 3 when GSP 

hosted the Southeast Region's gathering to meet the candidates 

to replace retiring Bishop Heistand. The second was a festive pot

luck salad bar after church on April 12 to commemorate the first 
anniversary of the merger. Two days after that members of the 
church car pooled into Trinity Cathedral to see Bill Weeks, rec

tor emeritus of both Grace and St. Paul's, instituted as honorary 

canon of Trinity Cathedral. 

All was not totally light, of course. Former St. Paul senior war

den Hilde Peterson died in 1992 from cancer and three merger 
committee members, two from Grace and one from St. Paul's, left 

the parish. 7 Sometimes hard decisions had to be made. A request 

from Fred and Kaye Bernard for $6,ooo in needed improvements 

to their house on Helen Street was instead authorized for only 

"life-safety issues" to be addressed as the sale of the property to 

the University seemed likely. Grace St. Paul's had to stop collec

tion of paper and glass in its recycling program, reducing col

lection only to newspapers and aluminum because of lack of re

sale opportunities. But Hospitality House continued to function, 

though with Kaye Bernard as new manager and Betty White as 

her assistant, and so did the Primavera cooking teams under the 

direction of Tom Kinman. 

The vestry held a half workday and retreat led by Ron Contras 

at St. Joseph's Education Center in Tucson in May. Contras after

ward wrote to McBride that it was "a good first step on the jour

ney of vestry focus and commitment."8 It was followed by a pizza 

night in June set aside for planning. One of the hopes at that time 
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was to build handicapped accessible ramps to the church and to 
the undercroft, but cost estimates delayed construction until a 

master plan could be adopted and funded. New consciousness 

of the environment, however, did permit the church to retrofit 

lights at the stained glass windows for energy efficiency, and to 
save summer cooling costs, to add doors to the chapel and to in
stall programmable thermostats in the church building. Further 

vestry good will was generated by holding the July meeting as a 

barbecue at the Hanshaws' home. 

In the fall a monthly newsletter named A Noted Epistle made 
its debut. Office space was remodeled by volunteer labor and the 

library was relocated. A van was donated that allowed pick up of 

parishioners for the 10 A.M. Sunday service, the Thursday Eu

charist and senior luncheon, and of clients at Primavera's shelter 

on Saturdays for a clinic run by volunteer nurses on Saturdays 

in the undercroft. Most welcome of all was the news that Tay
lor's sexual abuse lawsuit was ruled invalid by the judge and GSP 

would incur no costs for it. 8 

GsP, infused with the younger congregants from St. Paul's, by 

then had internal programs that included cooperative food share, 

senior brown bags, Joseph's Pantry for needy, Primavera cooking 

teams, Five Points food center, and the Emergency Food Bank. 

There were, in addition to the clinic, space in the undercroft for 

refugee resettlement programs and English classes and an of

fice for Hospitality House off Speedway. But there were frequent 

pleas for volunteers and for donations. To fund these programs, 

especially those involving youth, sometimes there were transfers 

from the Beaham Fund and other restricted funds. Even so in 

October the treasurers reported that funds were short and they 

urged delay in paying the diocesan assessment and postpone-
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ment of an evangelism mailing to 7,000 people until 1993. By 

December the crisis had eased when the stewardship committee 

reported receiving 227 pledges totaling $224,094. Michael Tubbs, 
head of the personnel committee, recommended beginning a re

tirement benefit of $500 per month in July for Deacon Charlotte 

Haring, but also proposed three areas of budget reduction. Even 

so the vestry approved a budget with a $5,000 deficit for the an

nual meeting to approve for 1993. 
At the January annual meeting, Lynn Teague, an archeologist 

at the UA State Museum and a new parishioner after the merger, 

was named senior warden. Jim Lemen was again elected junior 

warden and Alan Hanshaw was named chancellor. Newly elected 

to the vestry were Walter Caldwell, Irving Pundt, Mike Schmoker, 
Nancy Summer, and Fran Trester, though Summer served only a 

few months before dying unexpectedly. 9 

Hospitality House on Speedway stopped serving medical visi

tors after the new Ronald McDonald House was built and its di

entele dropped off. In February the house was turned over to Epis

copal Community Services (Ecs) to operate as an Ameri-asian 
Refugee Center and its bank account closed and remaining funds 

put in a restricted account for building repairs. At GSP the back 

parking lot had to be resurfaced and striped, a task once again 

overseen by George Codd with its $1,600 costs - which soon es

calated to $2500 - paid from the building fund dividends. 

Codd also researched the cost to move the large stained glass 

windows, made from glass blown in the Philippines and shipped 

to England where the windows had been put together at an es

timated value of $230,000. The moving cost to take them out of 

the old St. Paul's building, refurbish them in a storage unit, and 

then bring them to Grace St. Paul's was estimated at $3,500. Gifts, 

including $1,ooo from the Cheru-bin Gift shop proceeds, cov-
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1he clerestory windows from St. Paul's were installed at 

Grace St. Paul's in the fall of 1996. 

ered the cost. That part of the project was finally accomplished 

between Christmas and New Year's; they were actually installed 

at GSP by volunteers by Pentecost 1994. The additional cost of 

installation was $25,000. 

Another long-term project was reconstruction of the organ. A 

large fund raising dinner at the UA Student Union on June 4 cost 
$25 per person. George Codd donated the wine, Jay Taylor served 

as master of ceremonies, and entertainment was provided by 

Grayson Hirst and Paige Jackson. But funds were still short and 

the vestry decided to rebuild the instrument without its antipho

nal component at a cost not to exceed $137,629. Little work was 

actually done until more bequests came in by June the next year. 
Lynn Teague, senior warden, devised a new parish profile. It 

was completed by 209 parishioners one Sunday morning in the 

fall. The profile showed 60 had been at GSP less than two years, 
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that is, had come since the merger. Another 60 had been in the 

parish four years or more. Median age was 58, but there were very 

few below the age of 30 with only 9 between 13 and 20. The good 

news was that 75 per cent reported that they pledged. The vestry 
launched a newcomer campaign, including ordering a gross of 

coffee mugs inscribed with the GSP logo and "family of choice" 

as gifts for newcomers. A few other small projects were complet
ed. The furniture in the narthex was reupholstered, new carpet

ing was installed in the undercroft, and the rectory was given a 

boost with a $10,000 gift as a memorial to Margaret Davies. Plans 

were drawn for a children's playground between the parish and 

rectory. That was completed with a mural ofNoah's Ark designed 

by an artist who supervised its painting by some of the Sunday 

School children in the summer of 1994. 

In November 1993 Yvonne Maynard, now sole treasurer, again 

reported that income was far below the amount pledged. In De
cember the vestry's executive committee recommended the sale 

of the former St. Paul's building and Alan Hanshaw began ne

gotiations with the University. In January the vestry asked the 

Finance Committee to set up policies for planned giving and a 

change in the management of endowment and designated funds. 

Meanwhile Deacon Herman White and his wife Betty announced 

that, after six years at Adams Street, they were shifting their min

istries to Chapel of the Resurrection in south Tucson where the 

Rev. Al Lott was leaving. Soon after Eileen Plunk resigned as trea

surer of Altar Guild after 20 plus years in that capacity. A bit later 

Deacon Suzanne Tubbs and her husband Michael also left, going 

to a parish in Phoenix. 

At the January 23 annual meeting, Lynn Teague was appointed 

to continue as senior warden. Jim Lemen was elected again as 
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junior warden. Elected to three year terms on the vestry were 
Kay Louttit, Ruth Crowdes, Michael Meyers, Emily Schnabl, and 

Charles McNeal. Elected to two year terms were Julia Gasaway, 

Beth Miksa, and Pat Abney-Van Cleef. Dawn Stoner was awarded 

the Grace St. Paul's cross for service. A budget of $398,000 was 
adopted with the warning that "significant increases in pledging 

will be necessary." In December the vestry approved its first Mis

sion Statement and set up a planning committee to develop a plan 

for expanding the physical plant. 

Associate rector Jessica Hatch sent a letter to all parishioners in 
February announcing that Bishop Shahan had called her to be

come dean of Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix. She would be the sec

ond woman in the nation to become a cathedral dean (Geralyn 

Wolf of Louisville, Kentucky, was first). Since she would be fol

lowing the Very Rev. Richard M. George, who was retiring, she 
would serve her last day at GSP on Sunday, April 24, and begin 
working with him on May 1 to take over on August 1. Her in

duction took place on September 10 at the Cathedral in a ser

vice marked with a text in Spanish and English and a focus on 

layperson's ministries in her sermon. Many well-wishers from 

GSP traveled there to see the joyous event. In the monthly dioc

esan newsletter, she commented, "I will miss so much the par

ish life at Grace St. Paul's, where with Gordon McBride, we have 

moved from merging to visioning for the future." She added, "I 

feel profoundly honored and very pleased at the bishop's appoint
ment."11 

Early in May new treasurer Diane Follet once again warned 

the vestry of a budget shortfall. That led to a special meeting of 

the vestry at Church of the Apostles to discuss the budget woes. 

From that meeting the vestry wrote a letter to Bill Jamieson of 
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The Rev. Judy Sessions, Grace St. Paul's associate rector. 
PHOTO: MIKE AND PAT MEYERS. 

the Diocesan Finance Committee requesting a $25,000 reduc

tion in the diocesan assessment for 1994 and citing five mitigat

ing circumstances to justify it: 1) the shrinking of parish income 
because of the merger, an event they said was "predictable"; 2) 

the low stewardship partly because of Hatch's resignation to join 

the diocesan staff; 3) the series of projects, such as rebuilding of 

the organ and relocating the stained glass windows, which had 

absorbed bequests and special gifts that might otherwise have 

mitigated the shortfall; 4) the loss of 35 members to death in the 

previous year, including mostly regular contributors; and 5) the 
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need to call another priest "to meet the pastoral and other needs 
of the congregation."12 

The last item was of particular concern. In June when McBride 

took his vacation, no supply priest was hired, which meant no 

eucharistic services. Instead Deacons Suzanne Tubbs and Larry 
Weeks presided over Morning Prayer. Finally in late July, Bishop 

Shahan replied to the vestry letter, calling it an "untimely" re

quest at mid-year and particularly taking issue with the plan to 

hire a curate. He said, "You effectively insulate the congregation 

from the problem and from the opportunity to respond in a re
sponsible manner."13 He expressed concern that it "is going to 
teach your leadership that self interest is the order of the day." But 

the Finance Committee and Diocesan Council also wrote about 

the same time, apparently unaware of the Bishop's response. They 

agreed to provide $12,500, half of the assessment relief requested. 

In addition the Committee asked to meet with McBride and the 

vestry to review the situation in the fall. 

That was welcome news and the vestry proceeded to hire the 

Rev. JUDY SESSIONS, who, though a native of Oklahoma, had 

graduated from the theological seminary in Berkeley and had 
been serving as a chaplain there. She attended her first vestry 

meeting on August 20, 1994· 

Money was still tight and George Codd reported that a crack 

in the parish hall roof could be "nursed along" for another year, 

but $1,700 would be needed to replace the roof. He also donated 
a bike rack and installed it to encourage bicycle use. To meet new 

handicapped accessibility laws, several pews were removed from 

the sanctuary to accommodate wheelchairs, but awareness of 

larger problems for accessibility led to more discussion about the 

property. 
Alan Hanshaw offered some hope for financial relief from the 
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St. Paul's property. He sought to find a way for the University to 

buy rather than lease the Speedway property. He also noted the 

University's change in use from music to Landscape Architecture 

as a possible sign. The treasurer also had good news. She reported 

that the November net income had been $18,506, adding, "No, 

it's not a miracle or a mistake." She also proposed a 1995 balanced 
budget of $329,354 that included $72,768 from UA payments on 
the St. Paul's property. 

At the annual meeting in January 1995 Henry Dirtadian was 

appointed senior warden and Michael Meyers was elected junior 

warden. It was a positive year. During the Lenten/Easter season 

attendance was up to post-merger highs partly due to five eve

nings with Tucson author Nancy Mairs who discussed her book 
Ordinary Time: Cycles in Marriage, Faith and Renewal with a 

large number of participants. In addition the organ was final

ly completed for use at Easter with the incorporation of many 

revoked pipes from the St. Paul's organ. Most welcome of all was 

the completion of the sale of St. Paul's property on Speedway for 

$700,000. The closing date was July 1. 14 

From June 5 to September 5, Gordon McBride took his first 

paid sabbatical leave along with his usual one month paid vaca

tion. The Rev. Judy Sessions, assisted by Deacons Herman White 

and Bill Johnson, maintained parish affairs. That included a July 

mailing announcing a coming two-phase major building appeal 

and an all-parish meeting in August to answer questions about 

the $473,539 project. By the rector's return in September 167 had 

pledged $343,915 toward the work which was to include remod

eling the parish hall to include two offices and a reception area 

and two handicapped accessible restrooms, a new parish hall 

roof, an audio-visual system, a breezeway to the north with two 

more handicapped accessible restrooms, placement of railings 
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Len Edmonds at Thursdays luncheon. 

and a ramp into the undercroft, adding five handicapped park

ing spots near the rear entry, and creating a large labyrinth with 

a low wall and plantings at the front entry. A mature cedar which 

was diseased also had to be removed at the entry to enable the 

labyrinth placement. Dirtadian and others created a moveable 

altar from the twisted trunk of that tree that was then used for 

outdoor services. 

An active outreach program was in place too. A co-op volun

teer Food Partners program was established to buy foods in bulk 

which served thirty to thirty-five families each month. A small 

group from GSP joined Pima County Interfaith Council (PCIC), 

working to establish neighborhood centers, youth jobs, and 

drug intervention programs. In addition the Primavera cooking 

teams continued to supply meals to homeless. Each Sunday El-
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i996 addition included new handicap-accessible restrooms. 
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In 1996, handicapped access became a focal point of a major re

construction effort at Grace St. Paul's. Ramps were added to the 

south and west sides of the church, and new restrooms built behind 

the offices. A beautiful new labyrinth and landscaping were added 

between the church and the parish hall, in the front. 
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eanor Feeney, Shirley Duncan and Beb Czerny supervised and 

often led morning prayer services at St. Luke's Home, which had 

been rebuilt and dedicated to seniors with low incomes. In-house 

programs included Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs), who took 

communion to those hospitalized and homebound; and Thurs

days, a program for seniors to worship, eat lunch, hear speakers, 

and play card games that was then led by Len Edmonds. 
Times were not so genial on the national church front. The or

dination of non-celibate gay men to the ministry was being chal

lenged in court as was a case against bishops who were refusing 

to ordain women or to accept women priests into their dioceses. 15 

But neither of those issues seemed to have much impact in the 

parish except for those attending the national church conven

tions and occasional discussions. 

GsP youth met weekly, including for the first time in a long 

while, during the summer. During Lent they went on a campout 

and a series of hikes and in October 1996, under the leadership 

of Paula Briggs, participated in a walk to benefit AIDS patients in 

the community. 

In mid-June Larry Weeks and Sean Cox were ordained dea

cons and that fall Frank Bergen, newly received as an Episcopal 

priest after having served in the Roman Catholic Church, came 

to Grace St. Paul's and stirred up more social activism. The ves

try awarded him a $100 per month housing allowance for his 

contributions to the parish. He assisted Len Edmonds and Tom 

Kinman in establishing a Hospitality program to shelter home

less men in the parish hall three nights during cold weather. In 

December Kinman's decision to seek ordination as a permanent 

deacon was endorsed by the vestry. 

Meanwhile new construction was changing the appearance 
and accessibility of the church. Despite inconveniences the fall 
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bazaar with its colorful booths for rummage, books, crafts and 
baked goods was highly successful. So was a new event: the invita

tion of a noted outside speaker, Marcus Borg. Distinguished Pro

fessor of Religion and Culture at Oregon State University, Borg 

was renowned for his work in the Jesus Seminar and his recent 
book Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time that had become a hot 
discussion topic. Over 500 people from many different churches 
attended his two-day seminar at the church in November. 16 

By Christmas the labyrinth was finished and the whole project 

was completed by December 31. Two last minute additions had 

to be made, replacing an electrical box and adding a hot water 

heater for the kitchen dishwasher. 

At the 1997 annual meeting Bruce Anderson was awarded the 

Grace St. Paul cross for his on-going service to the congrega

tion. Thane Matthews was given an acolyte award. The building 
committee announced that the final bill for the new construc

tion would be $423,746 of which $370, 250 would be covered by 
pledges and an additional $100,000 from a loan the vestry had 

approved. They also reported that $2,194 had to be taken from 

reserve funds for furnace repair when only one side could op

erate. They urged those who were able to extend their building 

pledges another year to do so to help out. 17 By March the trea

surer said she would need to transfer $10,000 to $15,000 from 

the Speedway property fund to cover expenses. Some assistance 

came from a donation from the Chem-bin Gift Shop when it 

contributed $1,SOO and an anonymous donor contributed a like 

amount toward a $4,800 bill to repave the back parking lot after 

the construction. George Codd added trees and shrubs for the 

new island in the lot in memory of his grandson Brian Codd who 

had died in an auto accident. 

Attendance was up again in the spring. A new Mass for the 
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Third Millennium (M3M) service had been added on Sunday 

nights in the parish hall that included a more informal service 

with congregational singing and dance. Forty attended on March 

16, McBride reported. Guided meditations and labyrinth walks 

on Tuesday nights during Lent also were well attended. 

In April Lori Punske was named director of religious educa

tion (DRE). She outlined an active summer program that includ
ed swimming lessons for preschoolers, a fishing workshop for the 
primary class, and an all-day wilderness event for intermediate 

and junior high classes, and events for a parents' club. She also ini

tiated a study to see if day care would be feasible for pre-schoolers 

in the undercroft. At first the report was positive for children up 

to three years old if some modifications were made. Upon closer 
study, however, the plan was rejected as too expensive to start 

up and maintain. Instead in June the vestry expressed its will

ingness to contribute to existing programs providing the service, 

including the Arizona Department of Economic Security (DE s) 

and the Tucson Association of Childcare. 

In late June Judy Sessions was suffering from fibro neuralgia 
and asked to move to half-time beginning in mid-August. By 

August she had decided to leave effective December 31, the same 

time Punske's DRE job would end. McBride told the vestry he had 

a long-time friend who might be suitable to fill both positions so 

the vestry decided not to advertise for a candidate until he could 

check on that possibility. 

Diane Follet, who had been serving as treasurer, left the ves

try in August when she took a new job. Temporarily McBride 

took over as treasurer until the auditors, John and Patti Morrison, 

could make their annual report. When they did in September, 

they warned that the St. Paul's sale fund was being overused. They 
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called for development of a three to four year plan to improve the 

situation. The vestry then hired Patti Morrison as a paid book

keeper but with no access to parish money to avoid conflict with 

her husband's continued role as auditor. They also decided there 

would be no call to any assistant rector "unless stewardship im

proves markedly: 

By December the stewardship campaign had brought in 208 

pledges, 76 of them new ones, and So with increased amounts, 

and more expected. McBride revealed that his candidate to be

come his assistant was the Rev. ELAINE BRECKENRIDGE, who 

had served as a summer intern at St. Paul's nearly a decade ear

lier. She was interested in the associate rector spot, but preferred 

to buy a house rather than rent and would need a loan equal to 

a year's housing allowance in addition to a housing allowance 

for the first year. The personnel committee recommended calling 

her; also the vestry gave Sessions transitional hospital insurance. 

In January 1999 there was a going-away party for Judy Sessions, 

who left for a part-time position at a small church in New Mexico. 

At the annual meeting later in the month, Henry Dirtadian was 

named senior warden and Michael Meyers elected junior war

den. Awards were given to Christine Meyers, acolyte, and to Len 

Edmonds, the GSP silver cross, presented by John Bret-Harte.18 

Soon after, the Rev. Elaine Breckenridge arrived with her hus

band Breck and their children William, 6, and Mark, 3. They set

tled in a home on the east side of town and enrolled William in 

St. Michael's Day School before she celebrated her first Eucharist 

as celebrant on February 8. Her salary was set as $50,000 with 

$19,000 designated as parsonage allowance for tax purposes. 

The family's moving expenses were covered from a bequest from 

Ebba Hammer. 
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The Rev. Elaine Breckenridge, associate rector. 

By March Breckenridge was actively working on increasing 

the visibility of children during services as well as strengthening 

Sunday School programs and play opportunities. She led a family 

Eucharist in the parish hall and began revising newcomers' ac

tivities. Other new projects began too. A Be-friend-ers program 

modeled after one in Minnesota where Deacon Tom Kinman 

and Lynn Teague received a week's training was initiated with 
ten women who, after training in listening skills by Teague and 

McBride at a Picture Rocks Retreat, became available on a weekly 

basis to parishioners who needed home support after crises such 

as illness or a death in the family. Teague became the coordina

tor for overseeing the monthly programs, joined in October by 
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1999 Vacation Bible School field trip to DeGrazia Gallery. On the 
right, the Rev. Elaine Breckenridge smiles as she holds a boy. 

Jackie Wessel. About 120 visits to 12 individuals were reported 

in the first four months of the program. Doree Ramey launched 

Bread for the Pantry, an ambitious project in which, using the 

church van, she gleaned unsold bread from two grocery stores 
(and later other bakeries) and distributed it to shelters, Primavera, 

and other outside ministries as well as to parish programs in

cluding Hospitality nights for the homeless and Joseph's Pantry. 

Breckenridge was in charge of a class for children six to twelve 

on Holy Communion in preparation for a regional confirmation 

in Tucson in May. Service schedules were changed to 8 A.M. and 
10 A.M., incorporating the 11:30 congregation into the earlier ser

vices. Mass for the Third Millennium services were dropped for 
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the summer but resumed in the fall on Friday evenings in the 

parish hall. In his next parish report in 1999, McBride gave that 

service credit for parish growth as well as its development of "a 

real community." 
Parishioner Kathryn Taylor Parish, an openly gay parishioner, 

was endorsed to the Bishop as a postulant for Holy Orders, but 

took her seminary training in the Claremont schools in southern 

California. Frank Bergen, who had been serving in a non-stipen
diary role, left the parish and was commended by the vestry for 

his "time, dedication, and gifts of himself, particularly for his 

ability to listen with the quiet power of patience and love while 

he was serving at Grace St. Paul's." 

Not long afterward Tim Woods, choir director, left for a new 
job in Missouri, and Leslie Dukes, organist, also left. Kristopher 
Lindquist, a composer and musician, first was hired as interim 

but shortly became full-time music director in charge of both 

choir and playing the organ. He added piano often and soon de

veloped a Children's Choir for those six to twelve years old. In 

subsequent years the congregation adopted his own chants as 

primary service music which the choir recorded and sold as tapes 

and cos at the Rector's Book Shelf. These became popular items 

for gifts and for parishioners' listening. 

In the annual report, McBride cautiously noted increases in 

both total pledging and in numbers of pledgers as a "good sign," 

but admitted "that has not stemmed the tide of spending more 

than we take in as regular revenue." He credited the healthy state 

of the national economy and dynamism of the stock market as 

allowing the church's invested resources to cushion the effects of 

the income gap. 

Special awards for 1998 were presented to acolyte Ethan Thrall 
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and the silver cross given jointly to Mike Meyers and Beth Miksa 
for their contributions to the whole parish's well-being. Rec

ognition was also given to the Senior Brown Bag ladies, parish 

neighbors, Brewster Center co-ordinators Cynthia McFarlin 

and Diana Repa-Cetas, and to directors of Operation Hospital

ity Beth Miksa and Len Edmonds. The new Arizona Bishop, the 

Rt. Rev. Robert Shahan, spoke at the annual meeting and invited 

questions about his recent pastoral letter on the need for unity 

and acceptance of all members of God's people just after New 

Hampshire had elected Gene Robinson, an openly gay priest, as 

its Bishop. 18 

In April Episcopal Community Services began receiving waves 
of Sudanese refugees. Dan and Anagrace Misenhimer were ap

pointed to co-ordinate parish families to support each of the 

Sudanese Lost Boys, young men who had been separated from 

families during civil war in Sudan and who had spent nine years 

in a refugee camp in Kenya. Making comfortable what grew to be 

over 40 young men was a challenge, particularly since their con

servative Anglican background did not always mesh easily with 

GsP's progressive Christianity stances on women, and gay and 

lesbian equality. Nonetheless many in the congregation worked 
hard to integrate a "boy" or two into their family outings and 

celebrations. Others tutored, provided household furnishings, 

helped with transportation for job interviews and doctors' ap

pointments. In exchange the boys performed Dinka dances, talk

ed to Sunday School classes, and added new laughter and insights. 

Their Christmas liturgy became a tradition as did their January 

birthday party {since none knew their exact birth dates, all were 

given a January l birth date by refugee officials). 

In September Breckenridge, assisted by Sally Shumway, insti-
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tuted an Education for Ministry (EFM) four-year class, sponsored 

by the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, the first 

since the mid-7o's. 

Again growth of the stock market was credited with permitting 

a balancing of church accounts by allowing investment accounts 

to be maintained despite continued withdrawals. This year it 
was Alan Hanshaw, chancellor and head of the G SP corporation, 

that drew the attention to continued financial concerns. He also 

urged parishioners to bring their building fund payments up to 

date. The new vestry, again led by Julie Gasaway, senior warden, 

and newly elected Bill North, junior warden, led the vestry in 

its organizational retreat in February 1999 titled "Getting our Fi

nancial House in Order" - but a meeting did not solve the prob
lem. Better success was the second portion of the meeting titled 

"Becoming a New Member Congregation." That focused on grow

ing the congregation. 

One of the most successful growth efforts was sponsoring re

tired Newark, New Jersey, Bishop John Shelby Spong at a three

day lecture series titled series titled "Beyond Theism: A New Ref

ormation for the Christian Faith." The lectures were held in the 

church at the end of September. 

Spong's opening lecture on a Thursday night in the church 

sanctuary brought in 350 people, many of whom traveled from 
out-of-state and throughout Arizona to hear the controversial 

bishop espouse welcoming gay and women priests. In his first of

ficial visit to Tucson, Spong's first address "The Meaning of Exile" 

was preceded by a music and dance meditation. The evening was 

widely covered by the local press, including a photo and four

column article headlined "Organized religion in a 'free fall,' Epis

copal bishop tells audience." Forcefully proclaiming that he did 
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not believe religious authorities are infallible, Spong also insisted 
that, "Christianity is increasingly caught in pre-modern concepts 

that no longer apply to post-modern people."19 He added, "I do 

think the Christianity of the future will have to evolve," noting 

that without change "you will die." 
Audience members questioned him spiritedly in the question

and-answer period. His three addresses the next day were simi

larly well attended and spawned studies of Spong's books over the 

next few years. The success of the series encouraged the church to 

proceed with sponsoring annual lectures by other leading theo
logians during the next several years. 

Spong's visit coincided with the Grace St. Paul's investigation 

of progressive Christianity, a movement which averred, "We are 

Christians who proclaim Jesus Christ as our Gate to the realm of 

God" as its cardinal point. The Arizona Episcopal Diocese also 
approved full communion with Evangelical Lutheran churches, a 

year before the issue was approved at its General Convention. 

McBride led a semester long group in the first "Setting Your 

Hearts," a program for seekers desiring to ground their experi

ence of living with God. Ten celebrated the end of the course 

with a retreat at Picture Rocks in May. That course was dupli

cated annually for most of the next decade. Meanwhile the empty 

rectory was transformed into a spiritual renewal and conference 

center primarily for use within the congregation. Nancy Meister 

chaired that committee and Cynthia Mcfarlin organized a reli

gious art exhibit for its opening in December. 

At the same time outreach activities were also expanding. The 

Episcopal Refugee Resettlement with offices in the undercroft 

brought in Kosovar refugees, who began outnumbering Viet

namese. Ecs also sponsored a large Thanksgiving dinner in the 

parish hall for all refugee families. Cheryl McGaffic, a parishio-
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ner who taught at the UA School of Nursing, brought in nurses 

to help serve elderly house-bound parishioners with diet, bath

ing, and other medical problems as needed. Finally, the congre

gation sponsored a baby shower for Brewster Center, a women 
and children's shelter, on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, as well as 

provided clothing and Christmas gifts for the women and their 

children. 

George Codd and Henry Dirtadian completed the Memorial 
Garden at the southeast side of the church. One of the first to have 

her ashes placed in the wall niches was Codd's wife Ruth, who 

died in October. Another was long-time member Ruth Oswald, 

who died a few days later. 

Despite newspaper stories predicting massive computer break
downs when the year changed to 2000, the conversion caused 

little problem - except in the parish computers. At its Janu

ary 8 vestry meeting the vestry allotted a minimum of $3,00o 

to upgrade its software. But there was even more concern over 

the mounting budget deficit. The chair of the committee warned, 

"We are drawing substantially ($154,650) on restricted funds to 
make up the short fall," but, he added, "we are strengthening the 

church and no one wanted to move backwards." After discussion, 

that deficit budget was approved, presented to the annual meet

ing, and approved by voice vote there. 20 

The major discussion at that meeting was enthusiastic support 
of the idea of GSP becoming a welcoming congregation, that is, 

of publicizing its welcoming stance to gays and lesbians. Chris 

Eastoe was named new senior warden and Bill North re-elected 

as junior warden. The Gs P silver cross was jointly awarded to Jane 

Thrall particularly for her work on the flower guild and decorat

ing the church on Christmas and Easter, and to Marion Stoner for 

his work with GSP in Geezers (a men's group), Primavera cook-
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ing team, Thursdays' food preparation, and Fall Festivals. John 
Banks was also given special thanks for his layout of the Briefly 
newsletter and creation and upkeep of the GSP web site. 

In February the upcoming retirement of Marilyn Cartier, office 

manager, was announced to the vestry and the rector's request to 

add $6,800 to the deficit budget was approved to make the posi

tion a full-time post. Another $12,000 expenditure was approved 
in March for new ductwork to extend air conditioning to the un

dercroft to assist the Sunday School and classes held there. 

But growth was occurring. In February, God at 2000, an In

stitute at Trinity Cathedral in New York featuring theologians 
Marcus Borg and Diana Eck, was shown at Grace St. Paul's via 

satellite downlink provided by Jane and Chuck Sawyer. Many 

attended from churches throughout the city and discussed the 

program in the parish hall. 

Breckenridge led an Ash Wednesday Intergenerational eve

ning service that 55 attended with 40 staying for a soup supper. 

An at-home Lenten retreat titled "Hidden in Plain View: A Celtic 

Exploration" featured the Rev. Dr. David Keller, director of Epis

copal House of Prayer in Collegeville, Minnesota. He was former 

director of the Bishop's School of Ministry in Arizona. His re

treat was well-attended and acclaimed. 

The Welcoming Statement that had been discussed at annual 

meeting was officially approved by the vestry in April and subse

quently printed on each Sunday Bulletin. It read: 

We welcome and invite into Grace St. Paul's parish all 

people who seek to love God and participate in an open 

and supportive community based upon the example and 

teachings of Jesus Christ. We especially welcome people 

who feel they may not be welcome in a church because of 
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physical appearance or ability, age, mental capacity, ethnic 

or religious background, sexual orientation, a sense of past 

or present personal sinfulness or financial circumstances. 

We confess that as a community we are not already per

fected in love. We seek to become more fully loving, and we 

welcome all who wish to join us in this journey. 20 

St. Theresa's Tile Works created two rainbow tile plaques for 
display at the church as a visible sign of welcome for seekers. Over 

the next several years many newcomers came into the church as 

a result of the signs and new programs offered to those who had 

felt closed out of other churches. Even the Sunday School was 

growing. Fourteen teens in the Youth Group camped out in the 

old rectory one weekend and Breckenridge constantly was seek
ing additional Sunday School teachers as other classes expanded. 

Forty-five were reported attending Newcomers that Breckenridge 

led and nine new people were added to Boomers, a 2os-3os social 

group. 

In May 2000 Treasurer Richard Shumway said that the new

comers were not changing the financial picture. He warned the 

vestry that at continued pace of withdrawing reserve funds, the 

funds would be gone by 2007. He noted that to maintain current 

staff, campus, and programs cost $19 per adult per week, but that 

the current receipts totaled only $13 per week. Denise Mulloy had 

just been hired as full-time office manager and was commended 

for "doing a great job." She and Nick Leeming, kitchen supervi

sor, recommended an increase in fees for facilities use which the 

vestry approved in July, the first increase since 1992. Volunteers 

were enlisted to paint the church trim in September at 25 per 

cent of the amount that had been budgeted. Also, the steward-
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ship committee began a mid-year campaign and devised a capital 

spending plan and calendar. 

In August McBride alerted the vestry he wanted his long-de

layed sabbatical the next year in May-July 2001. He suggested us

ing his own continuing education money to hire a retired priest 

during his absence. The vestry was also reminded that 2001 would 

be the tenth anniversary of the merger. Lynne Albright, who had 

already begun organizing the church's extensive archives, pro

posed an oral history project to interview participants from the 

merger. She and Kay Bigglestone enlisted other helpers in a train

ing workshop that fall. 

By September cash was in short supply as salaries and benefits 

went over budget after increasing the hours of the office manager 

and after a heat wave put utility bills higher than normal. When 

a construction loan of $14,000 had to be paid off, the vestry took 
a loan from its own non-endowment funds to meet it. Despite 

those problems, the vestry began to craft a sabbatical leave policy 

as McBride had requested. Initial discussion permitted a leave 

after five years of service by full-time priests. For each year of ser

vice, two weeks of leave would be allowed, not to exceed twelve 

weeks. Full details were left to be worked out by spring 2001, but 

essentially the plan was adopted. 

In October the popular Autumn Fair added a Haunted House 

and took in over $7,000 and distributed the earnings to designat

ed projects. The Kitchen Fund received $2,ooo, Youth on Their 

Own and Catalina High's music program, $1,000 each, and $500 

to Primavera, Community Food Bank, St. Luke's Home, Shoebox 

Ministry, and the seminarian fund. The Rev. Jim Adams, founder 

of the Center for Progressive Christianity, came to GSP in No-
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vember to lead a full-day Saturday workshop on issues of church 

growth. 

In preparation for that event McBride wrote in his regular 

"From the Rector's Desk" column urging parishioners to increase 

their pledges to the $19 per week per adult Shumway had earlier 

suggested.21 Bill North, liaison with the stewardship commit

tee, told the vestry later that McBride's column had helped as the 
campaign "was significantly increased over previous years." Try
ing to keep expenses down, the vestry delayed an offer by Epis
copal Community Services (E cs) to contribute $12,000 toward 

buying a van for Ramey's bread pick-up because the timing of a 

purchase would give the impression of spending money needed 

for operating expenses. 
The year ended with a highly positive report from the Sunday 

School. Attendance was up, teachers were meeting monthly, and 

the youth group was involved with monthly projects including 

serving at parish dinners, sponsoring an ice cream social, and 

helping the altar guild. Everyone enjoyed a Twelfth Night party 

to celebrate Epiphany in January. 
Finally there was good news from the budget. Shumway re

ported that 2000 was "a good year financially. Income for pledges 

exceeded the expected by $30,000 and there were "manageable 

increases" in budgeted expenses in salaries and management 

fees." Even repayment of the building loan was on track. Still, the 

2001 budget projected use of 10 per cent from the non-endowment 

fund, twice the amount that was prudent. To continue to rein in 

expenses, the vestry agreed there would be no salary increases 

for staff. In lieu of money, staff would be permitted times off af

ter Easter and Christmas-and the policy would be revisited at 

mid-year. Meanwhile unfunded capital projects would be listed 
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and prioritized before discussion of ways to raise those funds. At 

the annual meeting the budget was endorsed, Eastoe and North 

continued as wardens, new vestry included Ernie Galaz, Sally 

Shumway, Bob Hutson, and Bill Martin. Ann Diener and Mary 

Betty Eager were awarded the GSP silver cross for their long-time 

service in many areas of the church, especially Thursdays and the 

Autumn Festival. Mean-while Breckenridge was having great suc

cess with the family services she had instituted. On Ash Wednes

day 80 had attended the intergenerational evening service. Guid

ed meditations on the labyrinth on Tuesday nights during Lent 
also were well-attended and M3M was popular. Several dancers, 

led by Maggie Givens, had been hired to devise movement ap

propriate to each Gospel reading or theme. Breckenridge and her 

family sold their east side home and in April moved into the rec

tory, encouraging some clearing of storage areas at the rear of the 

church to establish space for a basketball hoop for her boys-and 

for Sunday use. 

In preparation for the tenth anniversary of the merger in the 

spring, Lynne Albright and Kay Bigglestone wrote monthly col

umns titled "The History Corner." Their anniversary booklet 

highlighting the merger and progress of the parish was available 

on Palm Sunday to enhance the festive liturgies. 
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Grace St. Paul's a decade after the merger. Looking North, Norton 

is on the right, Adams on the bottom. Here, the Memorial Garden 

has not yet been added. 
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:AFTER THE MERGER ANNIVERSARY in late May, 

McBride began his first sabbatical, a 12-week leave, in

cluding personal leave and a trip to Cambridge, Eng
land. The Rev. John {Jack) Smart handled pastoral emergencies, 
mid-week services, and Sunday services, especially in August 

when Breckenridge and her family were on vacation. 

During the summer volunteer cooks and GSP's Hospitality 

Committee, consisting of Dawn Stoner, Rosie Dirtadian, Claire 

Price, Harry Hayes, Kay Louttit, Jane Pundt, and Marion Stoner, 

united to form a Kitchen Renovation Committee to raise funds 

for remodeling the area in which they worked. Since the vestry 

had tabled any capital expenditures, the Committee raised al
most all of the $100,000 needed to update cabinets, replace the 

aging gas stove, put in new flooring, and paint the room. When 

the actual work began in July, many volunteers contributed labor. 

The vestry appointed an oversight committee led by Bill North, 

junior warden, and asked for monthly reports. North helped to 

expedite permits required by the city and, after its completion in 

December, recommended new procedures to meet Pima County 

Health Department standards. 
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McBride returned shortly before the September 11 disaster in 

which terrorists crashed airplanes into New York's World Trade 

Center, into the Pentagon, and into a field in Pennsylvania. The 

horrifying events paralyzed the country. Even in Arizona friends 

and families were missing and anxiety was high. Grace St. Paul's 

sponsored an evening service that was filled with parishioners, 

neighbors, and strangers - as many other churches were across 

the city. A few weeks later members of the parish, including 

McBride and the GSP choir, participated in an Interfaith service 

held at Temple Emanu-el on Country Club. Three hundred at

tended the evening service. Attendance at GSP continued higher 

than normal for most of the remainder of the year. 

Two staff members resigned: Sexton Refugio (Coco) Paz and 

Violet Formisano, secretary. James White extended his hours to 

full-time as sexton and David Wachter replaced Formisano in 

the office. The 6 P.M. Mass for the Third Millennium (M3M) at

tendance outstripped that at 8 A . M . Sundays, leading to revamp

ing of the 8 A .M. service. Organ was added with congregational 

hymn singing and the service liturgy was changed from the more 

traditional Rite I to Rite II. Another change consolidated all food 

ministries as one budget item and monthly envelopes for contri

butions to them. 

At the November All Saints' Day service, many long-time 

members who had died were recognized including Ruth Codd, 

Ruth Oswald, Irving Pundt, Alice Hayes, Tom Alexander, Mary 

Jo Heindel, Gladys Lacroix, and Charles Sawyer. 

For the second year in a row, the budget looked rosier. Treasurer 

Shumway noted that more than $20,000 had been collected than 

budgeted (fortunately that was so, as expenses had gone $15,000 

over budget due to salaries, building maintenance and lower in-
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vestment income). In addition, North reported that pledges had 

been "significantly increased" to nearly $400,000 for 2002. At 

the annual meeting in January, McBride chose Lynne Albright 

as his new senior warden. Clyde Kunz was elected junior warden, 

along with new vestry members Solomon Makuei, one of the Lost 
Boys, Sally Shumway, Priscilla Walker, and Bill Martin. Margaret 

(Mike) Lavin was awarded the silver GSP cross. 1 

Early in the year Breckenridge reported that in 2001 there had 

been more baptisms than burials, that 7-to-10 year old classes 

were larger, and that parents were enjoying a new organization 
called Friends at Play. McBride reported in April that Sunday at

tendance was averaging over 340 and that, according to Alban 

Institute, more staff should be considered. He recommended 
considering the addition of a DRE (director of religious educa

tion). That became reality in September when Susan Blakemore 

was hired on a part-time basis. She, however, resigned in Decem

ber. 

Before that, the vestry spent one meeting in May brainstorm

ing ideas for generating more income. The list they generated 

included: 1) solicit estate/planned gifts to the parish, 2) one-on

one solicitation for specific purposes, 3) specific needs mailings 

to parishioners, 4) endowment building with name recognition 

for donors, 5) grant writing to private foundations for specific 

purposes, 6) auction of services, and 8) selling scrip. 

In July 17 students attended a week of Vacation Bible School, 

again led by Breckenridege before she entered a Connecticut 

school to begin studies for her doctor's degree in ministry. 

The fall began with a 7 A.M. Eucharist commemorating the 

September 11 deaths from the previous year and with 29 mostly 

unskilled parishioners volunteering to erect a home with other 
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volunteers from Episcopal churches under the supervision of 

Sally and Richard Shumway and Habitat for Humanity builders. 

David Skramstad was tapped to raise the $10,000 needed for the 

project, which he did, gaining many congratulations. 

But there were again major personnel changes as Kristopher 

Lindquist left the music director position and was replaced by 
Christina Jarvis as choir director, a job she had briefly at St. Paul's 
years before the merger, and by Dr. Pamela Decker, a composer 
and keyboard associate professor at the University of Arizona. 

Decker performed on keyboards: organ, piano, and harpsichord. 

Because Lindquist's chants had been embraced by the congrega

tion, the decision was made to continue using them but to supple

ment them with more traditional pieces. 
Another disturbance occurred on Sunday mornings for sev

eral weeks when Charles Taylor, the man who years earlier had 

charged a church employee with molesting him - a case which 

had been thrown out by the courts - appeared with his white 

pickup truck and billboard size signs again accusing the church 

of ignoring his claims. Disturbed parishioners and vestry tried to 
talk to him, but ultimately the vestry and rector filed a restrain

ing order to keep him away. 

A second visit in October 2002 by Marcus Borg, author of 

books such as Meeting Jesus Again for the FirSl Time, was even 

more successful than his visit three years earlier. Four hundred 

attended his Friday session in the church and nearly as many the 

next day's workshops. McBride called the resulting community 

building "amazing" and reported Dr. Borg "was quite compli

mentary toward the parish."2 The event was a financial success 

too. That was good because Treasurer Shumway again was re

porting $20,000 under budget for pledges in September and 
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again warned the investment fund would be drained within four 
years even without major expenses. Already the air conditioning/ 

heating unit (HVAC) was showing signs of its age with periodic 

outages - and an engineer had estimated at least $140,000 need

ed to repair it satisfactorily. 
Despite the budget warning, Joseph's Pantry was enlarged into 

the old gift shop Cheru- bin space. Priscilla and Ralph Walker 

took over its supervision. In its first week they reported food, bus 

passes and gas vouchers had been distributed to 73 individuals. 

Contributions were made monthly by parishioners in the food 

ministries envelope supplied with the weekly bulletins, though 

many also added food and clothing contributions, as did the Sun

day School children and their families. Sack lunches were also 

provided to homeless-though complaints from neighbors about 

littering and loitering soon put an end to that program. 

Once again the Fall Festival and Haunted House was highly 
successful, raising $6,600 for outreach programs. Recipients in

cluded Youth on Their Own ($1,000), Lynn Hunter's seminary 

training ($900), Primavera and the Community Food Bank 

($600 each), and $500 to six other groups. Mike Lavin and Dawn 

Stoner were commended and thanked for their supervision of the 

projects.3 

In mid-October Mike Meyers was ordained deacon at Trinity 

Cathedral. The Rev. Judy Sessions returned from Texas to witness 

his ordination along with carloads of others from GSP. Unfortu

nately a week later an unattended candle created a major fire in 

the cathedral and it had to close for over a year for repairs. As the 

year ended the vestry set a priority list for the known capital im

provements needed. First on the list was a new air conditioning/ 

heating system. That was followed by power supply renovations, 
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back area irrigation, rectory repairs, a children's playground, 

front area irrigation, redecorating the Weeks' room in the un

dercroft, painting bathrooms, recarpeting church and narthex, 

repainting the sacristy and replacing its flooring, parking lot 
resurfacing and striping, parish hall decorating, and additional 

storage facilities. 4 (By 2008 many of those projects were accom

plished, but most took a lot of elbow grease, talent, and time from 
many parishioners.) 

So the eleventh year of the merged Grace St. Paul parish ended. 

The church was still thriving though with a very different mix of 

parishioners, differences in liturgy, but still leading in outreach 

throughout the community. By 2007 major changes in staff oc

curred, including Breckenridge's move to a parish of her own in 
Spokane, Washington, in 2004, and the hiring in 2005 of newly 
ordained Kate Bradley as associate rector and then her loss in 

2007 as she and her partner Carol Brorsen left to explore the 

emergent church. In addition Nancy Linnon, who had been hired 

as a part-time director of religious education after Breckenridge's 

departure, became a full-time employee with many publishing 
duties. The necessity to replace the entire air conditioning and 

heating system at a cost of $400,ooo led to such a financial crisis 

that Linnon was let go and no replacement was made for office 

manager Denise Mulloy, who decided to begin a teaching career, 

or for Bradley. For the first time in sixteen years the parish voted 

in a balanced budget at the annual meeting of 2008. A success
ful capital drive for the HVAC emergency and heavy lay com

mitment under the vestry led by Catherine Penn, senior warden, 

and Jeffrey Stewart, junior warden, led to some optimism. But in 

April McBride announced he would retire on June 1, 2008, leav

ing Grace St. Paul's Church with many new challenges ahead. 
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Glossary of Episcopal 'Terms 

ACOLYTE - Lay person who assists in worship by performing 

such functions as carrying the processional cross, lighting and 

extinguishing candles, helping with the presentation of bread 

and wine. Acolytes may be adults or children who usually wear 

an alb or other vestment. 

ADVENT - The first season of the church's liturgical year begin

ning on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and lasting until 

the first Eucharist of Christmas. It is a season for preparation 

for remembering Christ's birth. The liturgical color is purple 

or blue. 

ALB - White or natural-colored vestment, reaching to the floor 

and often gathered at the waist by a rope, worn by the celebrant 

and other ministers at the Eucharist. 

ALTAR - The table, now usually free-standing and adorned with 

candles and a cloth in front of the congregation. The priest 
stands behind it facing the congregation during a celebration 

of the Eucharist. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY - Day on the church calendar forty-six days, 

or forty days other than Sundays, before Easter, marking the 

beginning of Lent. Services on that day include imposition of 

ashes and signing of a cross on the forehead of those who wish 

it. 

BAPTISM - A sacramental rite of full initiation by a bishop, 
priest, or deacon's pouring water or immersing the baby, child 
or adult into the water and signing him or her with the sign of 

the cross. The newly baptized is then welcomed into member

ship in the Christian church, often by receiving a candle lit 

from the Easter (Pascal) candle or Gospel candle. 

BISHOP -The chief sacramental officer and pastor of the diocese. 

Currently most of Arizona is a diocese (except for Page which 

is attached to the Utah diocese and Yuma which is attached 

to the Southern California diocese) and has a bishop whose 

main office is at Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix. Bishops have 

the special office to ordain priests and deacons, and together 

with other bishops, to ordain other bishops. Bishops are re

quired to visit all the parishes and missions in their diocese at 

regular intervals, during which they administer rites of confir

mation and baptisms, and celebrate Eucharist. Bishops often 

wear purple, wear a miter, and carry a staff. The official title of 

a bishop is the Right Reverend (Rt. Rev.). 

BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER (BCP) - A book containing 

prayers, rites, and services first produced in England in 1549 

and mostly recently revised in the United States in 1979. Its use 

is often credited with holding together congregations of very 
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different styles of worship and emphasis within the broader 

traditions of Christian belief and practice. 

BREAD - An element of either unleavened wafers or leavened 

loaves, often now baked by parishioners, representing Christ's 

body in the Eucharist. 

CANON - One who is on the staff of a cathedral. Cathedral can

ons form a staff for the work of the bishop in the diocese, and 

also for the pastoral work of the cathedral itself. 

CELEBRANT - The bishop or priest who officiates at the altar 

during a celebration of the Eucharist. 

CHALICE - The cup, often made of silver, used to contain the 
wine blessed by the priest during the Eucharist. 

CHALICE BEARER - Lay person trained to administer the chal

ice at the Eucharist. He or she usually vests in an alb. 

CHANCEL - The area around the altar including the choir. It is 

usually east of the nave and separated from it by an altar rail. 

CHAPLAIN - A priest who ministers to students and faculty at a 

college or university, to Inilitary, or to patients in hospitals. 

CHRISTMAS - Season of the church year following Advent and 

beginning on December 25 to January 6. 

coLUMBARIUM - A space reserved in a wall of a church build-
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ing or its grounds where the ashes of dead church members 
can be placed and noted with a marker. 

COMMUNION - See Eucharist 

CONFIRMATION - A rite in which members, after a period of 
study, express faith and commitment to Christ and, by prayer 
and the laying on of hands by a bishop, receive strength from 

the Holy Spirit to continue in the life of faith. 

DEACON - An office to which people can be ordained in the Epis

copal Church. The deacon's special office is in serving, espe

cially the weak, the poor, the sick, and the lonely. Deacons also 
preach and administer both the bread and the chalice at com

munion. The deacon wears a colored stole over the left shoul

der which is fastened under the right arm. 

DIOCESE - The basic unit of administration in the Episcopal 
Church, based on geography. There are 111 dioceses in North 

and South America, and an additional seven missionary dio

ceses in places like Liberia and the Philippines. 

EUCHARIST - From the Greek word meaning thanksgiving. 

The name for what is also known as Holy Communion, or the 

Lord's Supper. It is the identifying sacrament of the Christian 

community, celebrating Christ's resurrection and his ongoing 

presence among us, and is the main service on Sundays and 

feast days in which bread and wine are offered, blessed, and 

given to all who wish them. 
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FAIR LINEN - Another name for the white linen doth which 
covers the altar under other colored seasonal cloths. 

GOOD FRIDAY - Friday before Easter which commemorates 

Christ's crucifixion. Special penitential services include read
ing of John's Gospel and lengthy periods of prayer, often in 
the afternoon between noon and 3 P.M. No Eucharist is cel

ebrated on this day and the altar is bare and crosses shrouded 

in black. 

I.H.S - Initials for the Latin phrase In Hoc Signo, meaning "in 
this [cross]" is salvation, often found on altars and crosses. 

LAY READER - A non-ordained person of the congregation 

who reads Old Testament and other readings and intercessory 
prayers during a Eucharist. Readers usually go through a pe

riod of training and are licensed by the diocesan bishop. 

LENT - A special season of forty days prior to Easter, beginning 

on Ash Wednesday. It is considered a time of preparation and 
reflection and has a penitential tone shown by covering any 
crosses in purple doth and the clergy's wearing of purple vest
ments. 

LITURGICAL YEAR - The church year has six seasons: Ad
vent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. Each 

is marked by special colors in vestments and altar coverings. 
Advent is blue or purple, Christmas and Epiphany are white, 

with Epiphany changing to green after the first Sunday. Lent is 
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purple or natural linen, Holy Week is red, Easter is white, and 

Pentecost is red on the day and green afterwards, except Trin

ity Sunday, which is white. 

LO CUM TENENS - A Latin term for temporary pastors who re

place a priest who is sick. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY - The Thursday before Easter often cele

brated with a foot washing ceremony in remembrance of Jesus 

Christ's washing his disciples' feet before his arrest. 

MISSION - A church which is to some extent financially depen

dent on the diocese and is therefore not a parish, which is by 
definition self-supporting. Usually it is the customary designa
tion for a new church that has been welcomed at a diocesan 

convention. 

NARTHEX -The space between themaindoortothe outside and 

the area of the pews in a church. 

NAVE - The large room between the narthex (entry) and the 

chancel (choir area) where the congregation sits, stands, and 

kneels during a service. 

ORDINATION - A public rite by which one becomes a deacon, 

priest, or bishop. The one being presented is an ordinand. He 

or she is presented to a bishop by lay and clergy presenters 

who certify that he or she has been appropriately chosen. The 

ordinand then declares loyalty to the church and its doctrine, 

discipline, and worship. The ceremony includes a laying on of 

hands by other clergy, vesting, and presentation of a Bible. 
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PALM SUNDAY -The last Sunday in Lent and the day on which 

Holy Week begins. It commemorates Jesus' triumphant pro

cession into Jerusalem. Palm fronds are blessed and carried in 

procession on that Sunday. Some are retained and burned to 

provide ashes for the next year's observance of Ash Wednes

day. 

PARISH - A worshiping community of Christians and a local 

administrative unit of the diocese. 

PARISH HOUSE - The part of a church which contains offices, 

meeting rooms, rest rooms, and kitchens. It is separate from 

the sanctuary, or area of worship. 

PARISH MEETING - Every parish is required to have an annual 

gathering of church members at which the rector and vestry 

report on the state of the parish and new members of the vestry 

are elected. 

PENTECOST - The Sunday fifty days after Easter on which the 

church remembers the bestowal of the gift of the Holy Spirit 

on the apostles (Acts 2:1). It is a traditional day for baptisms 

and has also been called Whitsunday (White Sunday) after the 

wearing of white clothing for baptism. Now, however, parish

ioners are encouraged to wear red or orange to celebrate the 

tongues of fire which accompanied the apostles' proclamation 

of Jesus as the Christ. The liturgical season of Pentecost lasts 

until the first Sunday of Advent. 

PRESIDING BISHOP - The presiding officer of the Episcopal 

Church, who is elected at a meeting of the General Convention 
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by the House of Bishops and the House of Delegates. Her (his) 

office is at 815 Second Avenue in New York City. 

QUINQUAGESIMA - A now seldom-used term for the Sunday be

fore Lent, also known as Shrove Sunday. It is the fiftieth day be

fore Easter. Now festivities are more often marked on Shrove 

Tuesday, the night before Ash Wednesday and the beginning 
of Lent. Like Mardi Gras, the evening is often marked by the 

eating of sweets, music, and dance. 

RECTOR - The professional ordained person in a parish and 

chief sacramental officer. He or she is called by the vestry. Oth

er clergy, associates and deacons, who work for a parish are on 

the staff of the rector. 

RECTORY - House built by the parish, usually adjoining the 

church, for the rector and family to live. Now that many clergy 

buy or rent their own houses, as at Grace St. Paul's, the build

ing is often used for other purposes. 

REVEREND - Title of address for a deacon or priest. 

REVEREND. THE RIGHT - Title of address for a bishop. 

REVEREND, THE VERY - Title of address for the dean ofa semi

nary or cathedral. 

ROOD - An ancient English word for cross. The first Grace 

Church had a screen on each side of the altar topped with a 

beam on which rested a large crucifix. This was called a rood 

screen. 
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SACRISTY - Room adjoining the sanctuary in which chalices 
and linens and other equipment for celebrating the Eucharist 

are cleaned, stored, and readied for use. 

SANCTUARY - The name for the area around the altar, especially 

the space inside the altar rail. 

SEMINARY - An educational institution that offers programs of 

instruction leading to the degree of Master of Divinity (M.Div.), 

which is the professional degree for those seeking ordination. 
lhe Episcopal Church recognizes eleven accredited seminar

ies in various parts of the United States as having historical 

relationship to the church. Parishes are directed to give one 

percent of their budgets to support theological education. 

SEXTON -The parish custodian whose job is to keep the church 

buildings and facilities clean and in good working order. 

STOLE - A long, narrow strip of fabric, often with religious sym

bols, which is the distinctive vestment of the deacon and priest. 
Deacons wear the stole over the left shoulder so that it crosses 

the chest and back and is tied under the right arm. Priests and 

bishops wear the stole around the neck with the ends hanging 

down the front. Stoles are made in the colors of the church 

year. 

TE DEUM - Latin for "you, God," the familiar name for a hymn 

which begins "You are God: we praise you" and is said or sung 

in daily services or in Eucharists. 

UNDERCROFT - An area under a church. At Grace the under-
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croft was built before the church and was divided into Sun

day School rooms and offices. Only after several years was the 

church constructed over the area. Since the construction of 

the church, that area is still primarily used for Sunday School 

and adult education classes and for meetings. It is accessible by 

stairs at each end and by a ramp from the parking lot. 

VESTMENTS - Special items of clothing worn by clergy and laity 
in the conduct of public worship. Many are stylized adaptations 

of ancient Roman street clothing which have been preserved in 

the church because they became identified with worship. 

VESTRY - The legal and decision-making group in the parish. 
Members are elected for three-year terms at the annual parish 

meeting. It hires the rector and, with the rector approves the 

parish budget, spends the parish's money, and makes parish 

policy decisions. Each vestry has a senior warden, usually ap

pointed by the rector, and a junior warden, elected by the con

gregation. The senior warden serves as spokesperson for the 

vestry, while the junior warden is responsible for buildings and 

grounds. Vestries are organized into committees or commis

sions, who serve along with interested non-vestry members. 

VICAR -The priest in charge at a mission, a congregation depen

dent financially on the diocese. 

WINE - One of the essential elements of the Eucharist, often 

mixed with a small amount of water in a chalice for partici

pants to drink from or to dip wafers or bread into (intinction). 
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P ILGRIM SOULS is a story about the founding, growth, and transfor

mation of Tucson's first Episcopal church, Grace Church, into Grace St. 

Paul's Episcopal Church or GSP. First located at Broadway (then Camp 

Street) and Stone Avenue when Arizona was still a Territory and just after Tucson 

"-, . .._, called itself a city, the church since has had two other locations. From 1912 to 1955 

.. "it was prominently located on Stone Avenue, then a major north-south artery in 

the state, and University (then Third Street). In 1955 it was housed in temporary 

quarters on Adams Streetuntil the church building was opened at Easter, 1958. St. 

Paul's grew out of a student chapel, student center, and finally after World War 

II, a parish church at Fourth Street and Santa Rita, on the southern edge of the 

University. It moved across from the University onto Speedway and Vine Street 

in 1959· 

Both churches shared roots in the University community and both grew to 

minister actively in the community, especially in programs feeding the hungry 

:rnd ministering to the sick and lonely. Both had vibrant music programs. Still it 

was not easy to decide to merge, a procedure that has not often had happy end

ings for the few other churches that have tried it. However, the two did merge in 

1991, with the St. Paul congregation leaving their Speedway building but bringing 

with them thei1'pastor, the Rev. Gordon McBride, who will end his twenty-third 

year of ministry with his retirement on June 1, 2008. 
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