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Rector’s Letter
For the last few years in mainline Christian circles, there has been 

an exorbitant amount of hand wringing occurring. For a group that 
generally finds apocalyptic eschatology distasteful, we sure have been 

doing plenty of predicting about end times for our denominations. 
For these reasons, I often get asked what it feels like to be a captain on a 

sinking ship. When I respond to such folks by telling them that this is one of 
the most exciting times in history to be a church leader, they look at me like 
I am the seven-headed beast in the book of Revelation. It is true however. We 
are living in a time of cataclysmic transition in society and the church. For 
some, this amount of upheaval is all 
but impossible to handle. I understand 
that. But it is also true that not since the 
Protestant Reformation have we had 
such an opportunity to effect change 
not just in the church, but our entire 
culture.

We are in the midst of our own 
Reformation, and all of us at GSP who are sitting in the front of the roller 
coaster are experiencing the joys and exuberance of this wild ride. We get 
to watch how the new church we are creating on the fly is changing people’s 

lives. A week does not go by for me anymore when I don’t 
have someone tell me that what is happening to them as a 
result of what we are doing has totally changed them and their 
understanding of God and the universe. We are making our 
ancient tradition speak in a new time and place in a way that is 
bringing people to a faith they thought was impossible. It is so 
fun and so fulfilling, I can hardly stand it.

While all this is happening however, it feels like we are 
living in never, never land. That’s because the world around 
us sees nothing of any of this. They believe that the church 
in today’s world is the one they experienced in the 1950s. 
Another segment of society believes that Christianity is wholly 

BRING A FRIEND! This month Tucsonans will be exposed to our own version of church and 
Christianity, and it’s up to us to introduce them. See Page 2.
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and completely what they see in the national 
media, you know the church that is just slightly 
to the right of Attilla the Hun.

That means that you and I have two major 
jobs right now. First, we need to stay on top 
of the Reformation wave and continue to 
make the church life changing for people in 
the 21st century. Second, we need to show the 
world that the church they think we are is a 
construction of their own imagination.

We continue to work on part one every day 
here at GSP in our worship, our pastoral care, 
our outreach, our education programs and 
everything we do as a church. At the end of 
this month, we are going to take a stab at part 
two. On Sept. 27 and 28, we launch Christianity 
3.0: Reboot to the Radically Inclusive Original 
Church. The entire weekend will be an attempt 
to show people alienated from Christianity 
that not only is the church not what they 
think it is, but how it is a relevant force for 
compassion, change and goodness in a world 
that desperately needs it. We want to bring 
to others the Reformation of which we are a 

part, because we believe it is going to change 
everything. What we are doing is not just 
creating a new vision of church of course, but 
it is going to also influence society in what 
appears to be a secular world.

Bruce Anderson and his hard working, 
excited group of volunteers have been working 
for over a year on this very important project. 
They represent what the church should be 
doing right now. This is not the time for 
hand-wringing, but the moment we have 
been waiting for to bring Christ to the world. 
We are beginning to hear from others across 
the country about what we are doing and the 
excitement is spreading. 

Help us out by inviting your secular friends 
to what we have internally been calling The Big 
Event. It is a great opportunity and I cannot 
thank Bruce and all of you enough for having 
the courage and the fortitude to make this 
happen.

Steve+

This is it. We have done publicity. We 
have heard from people around the 
state and around the country. Steve is 

putting a spit polish on his presentation. And 
volunteers are preparing to welcome visitors. 
At the end of this month, we will present a 
program for two nights. It is aimed at the 
many who wish to have a deeper connection 
with God and God’s church, but who feel the 
representation of church and Christianity that 
they see is shallow, money-driven, unscientific, 
superstitious and well, just not very Christian. 

Now Tucsonans have the opportunity be 
exposed to our own version of church and 
Christianity, and it’s up to us to introduce 
them. We all have friends who say, “I don’t 
really like church, but if I went to one, it would 
be yours.” These are the people we would like 
to invite. 

Here is the “target market” for this event: 
• Those who have experienced discomfort 

or outright rejection by a Christian 
organization, yet still long for God’s central 
message of love. 

• Those who have felt disenfranchised 

by “organized religion” with a message of 
exclusion.

• Those who have children whom they 
would like exposed to different Christian 
thought.

• Those who are former church-goers who 
feels that something is simply not right any 
more. 

You are requested to be bold: ask your 
friends to come the evenings of Sept. 27 & 28 
(7-9:30 p.m.). Call them. E-mail them. Send 
them a personal message in Facebook. Send 
them a note. Offer to pick them up. Heck, use a 
carrier pigeon, if you must. Just do it! 

You can also direct them to our special 
page: GSPTucson.org/C3

Assure them there will be no altar call, and 
they can come to any portion of the weekend. 
There will be a cozy pre-bedtime reception 
in McBride Hall afterwards with wine and 
chocolate, cookies and milk. 

And of course, you are also requested to 
be there, yourself. It will be an enlightening, 
interesting event, and you will leave feeling 
happy to be a part of the GSP community.

Call to 
Action
Bring a friend to 
‘Christianity 3.0’ 
on Sept. 27 & 28
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Liturgy & Music
The Choreography of 
the  Eucharistic Prayer

The apex of worship in our tradition 
is the Eucharistic Prayer. This is the 
prayer that begins after the Offertory 

and is referred to in the bulletin as The Great 
Thanksgiving. Each movement within it 
has special meaning and it is important to 
understand what the Celebrant is attempting to 
say without words.

As with all aspects of worship in the 
Episcopal church, there is no one correct way 
to symbolize the dramatic events that are 
occurring within the Prayer. Each liturgist 
has different ways to mark what is happening 
and each Celebrant brings his/her own style. 
In some cases, the theology behind the 
choreography is also different. It would be 
inappropriate for me to attempt to explain the 
meaning behind what other Celebrants may 
do, but understanding my movements may be 
helpful to each of you in interpreting all other 
actions that you experience.

We begin with the orans position. This is 
an ancient posture in church worship. It is 
standing with both arms upraised and out. 
I always use this position during any part of 
the worship service when I am praying for all 
of you. For me, it is the symbol that we are 
all praying together, even though I am saying 
the words. You will notice that during the 
Eucharistic Prayer, I stay in this position until 
all of us are saying the words together. At that 
point, my arms go down. 

The next movement often seen during the 
Sanctus (The Holy, holy holy hymn) is a sign 
of the cross. Many people make the sign of the 
cross when the words Blessed is he or the one 
is said. This is a practice that goes back to the 
Middle Ages. I have chosen to not make the 
sign of the cross here. Many people made the 
sign of the cross at this point to ward off evil 

spirits. Because of that history, I choose not 
to do so. For others, this is an integral part of 
their own personal piety and a very important, 
positive symbol.

There are three elevations of the bread 
and wine during the prayer. The first comes 
at the words of institution (“This is my body”, 
“This is my blood”). The second comes at the 
conclusion of the prayer itself (“By him and 
with him and in him”). The third occurs at the 
Invitation to Communion (“The Gifts of God 
for the People of God”). Watch for the gradual 
increase in elevation at each of these place, 
representing the growing magnificence of what 
is occurring. 

At Grace St. Paul’s, you will also note that 
the children at the Table take part in the act 
of elevation. This is to symbolize that this 
sacramental action only occurs when we all 
take part in it together. 

Liturgical  
Discussion  
of the Month
By The  
Rev. Steve Keplinger
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Notes 
from the  

Choir 
Stalls
By Christina Jarvis, 

Director of Music

Liturgy & Music
I have a habit of turning to the bookshelf 

behind my desk for inspiration for these 
columns. Sometimes I think about scraps 

of hymns. This time my eyes fell on the NRSV 
Bible (with Apocrypha). What? What is a 
bible doing there? This is an Episcopal church. 
I randomly flipped it open and read the 
beginning of Psalm 90: “Lord, you have been 
our dwelling place in all generations. Before the 

mountains were brought forth, or ever you 
had formed the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God.” 
I’ve been thinking about that passage ever 
since. It puts everything in perspective.

Summer is coming to an end, except 
for the heat part, of course, which also 
seems to be everlasting but will probably 
be over by October, fingers crossed. Labor 
Day is upon us, which means it’s choir 
time! Here followeth the official blurb:

The Grace St. Paul’s Adult Choir begins 
rehearsals for the new choir season on 
Thursday, Sept. 5, at 7:30 p.m. Our first Sunday 
back in the chancel will be Sept. 8. The Adult 
Choir provides two anthems and a sung psalm 
weekly for the 10 a.m. service and for other 
services as needed to enrich the musical life of 
the parish. 

We sing everything from contemporary 
gospel to high Anglican Tudor, and we 
employ instrumentalists for occasional 
services. Rehearsals are held in the chancel on 
Thursdays from 7:30 to 9 p.m. (7 to 9 during 
Advent and Lent) and Sundays from 9:15 to 
9:50 a.m. before the service. 

Please feel free to come to a rehearsal and 
scope us out. There is no audition requirement; 
all are welcome. 

Registration for the St. Cecelia’s Children’s 
Choir and the St. Zeno’s Zombie Choir, will 
take place on Sunday, Sept. 8, as part of the 
general registration for all children’s and 
youth activities. The first rehearsals will be the 

following Sunday, Sept. 15. 
The St. Cecelia’s Choir, which includes 

elementary school age children, is directed 
by Joan Brundage, with the assistance of Jane 
Click. The children rehearse on Sundays in the 
St. Nicholas Room from 11:30 p.m. to noon, 
after the 10 o’clock service. 

The Zombie Choir, which I direct, includes 
youth from middle school to college age. 
Instrumentalists are also welcome to join. The 
Zombies rehearse in the St. Nicholas Room 
from 12:30 to 1:15 p.m. on Sundays, after youth 
group. 

Skills are taught in both ensembles. Nothing 
really useful, like breaking and entering, just 
musical skills, which aren’t nearly as lucrative. 
For further information, please have a word 
with Joan or me. 

For the season kickoff at the children’s 
registration session, we will have a rousing 
warm-up activity poached from Barbara 
Arboleda’s session at the NATS conference—an 
exercise for finding the chest and head voices 
called “Zombies and Scared Humans.” 

I know you will all want to participate. But 
you can’t. It’s only for kids and youth. Unless 
I decide to do it at adult choir practice, too. 
Come and see what happens!

Peace,

Christina



5The Briefly • September 2013

Liturgy & Music

GSP continues to lead the Episcopal 
Church in our online presence, with 
an astonishing reach of a few hundred 

thousand people a year. We are reaching people 
all over the world, everywhere from Spain to 
Antarctica, and people are reading our posts in 
dozens of different languages.

We have been working to post interactive and 
meaningful content to our Facebook account 
weekly and our reach has grown exponentially. 
We put this idea into overdrive during Lent, 
posting daily photos with a meditation, question, 
or thought for the day, sharing them with our 
Facebook fans and followers on Pinterest. On 
Facebook we ended up reaching over 24,000 
people a week, and on Pinterest people are 
reposting images several months after the 
campaign ended.

We’ve recreated that idea for the buildup 
to our “Christianity 3.0” event coming up, 
posting daily images that we hope people will 
share. Some are funny, some are timely, and 
some are meant to be challenging, and they are 
getting people to talk. Perhaps more important, 
though, they are spreading the idea that there 
is a different way of experiencing Christianity 
than what people may have always known. Bruce 
Anderson spearheaded this current round of 
daily images, and will be doing it for a full sixty 
days before the conference. If you’re a Facebook 
fan, be sure and “like” or share these offerings!

A few weeks ago headlines started featuring 
Desmond Tutu’s controversial 
quotes about homophobia. That 
morning I rushed to get an 
inspiring image out, because in 
social media “virality” (the thing 
that makes people want to share 
an image, post, or idea), timing 
is critically important. We were 
among the first to offer an 
engaging image capturing Tutu’s 
words, and within a few days it 
had been seen by over 10,000 

people. We got some hostile 
and negative feedback, which we answered on 
Facebook (since we welcome conversations as 
long as they aren’t outright abusive), but we also 
got tons of support and ended up getting scores 

of new people “liking” our page from all over the 
world. 

Our message of a progressive, inclusive gospel 
spread quickly and powerfully as people shared 
the image with their friends and posted it on 
their own pages. This directly challenges the idea 
that the conservative, judgmental religion so 
many people hear about represents all Christians. 
And who knows? Maybe it will even help people 
who are struggling spiritually with their own 
sexuality, or who are trying to understand a gay 
family member. This is what I believe is one of 
the most powerful forms of online evangelism 
today.

This summer I posted photo albums for our 
youth border retreat. We got a lot of traction with 
those albums, but more importantly, we showed 
people a story. We challenged stereotypes, made 
people aware, and proclaimed our mission. We 
even got at least one new member from those 
posts, and she has become a wonderful addition 
to our congregation.

Then there are people all over the world 
who watch what we do and emulate it in their 
own churches, the people who can’t make 
it to services but feel like they get to attend 
vicariously through photos and posts of the 
sermons each week... our online presence really 
makes a difference! Technology at GSP has 
become a primary source of both evangelism 
and accessibility, opening virtual doors to those 
who may never get the chance to attend GSP in 
person, and setting an example for the church at 
large.

We also now have our own Pinterest page, 
a YouTube account, a page on Yelp, a popular 
Meetup page, and we recently launched on Faith 
Street, a great new tool for people searching for 
churches. 

What this all means is that lots and lots of 
people are paying attention to us and finding out 
about us through lots of different social media 
outreaches, and that our message of social justice 
and progressive theology is being shown and 
talked about all over the world!

Social Media 
As Evangelism 
& Inclusivity
By Eric Carr
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Children & Youth

Self-portrait  
by Elijah Van Rhoads, age 20

 A New Program 
Year for Children, 
Youth and Family 
Ministry!
By Rosalind Garcia

Mark your calendars for Sunday, Sept. 
8—Registration Sunday, Meet and 
Greet. Come join us for food and 

fun!
This is an easy opportunity to learn about 

the programs available for your children and 
teens, register them and meet their Sunday 
School teachers and youth leaders. 

Come also to find out about our fine choir 
programs: St. Cecilia’s Children’s Choir and the 
St. Zeno’s Zombie Choir. Our choirs rock!

 As of press time, Sunday School will be 
staffed by the following wonderful volunteers: 
Suzanne McCullough, Nikki Kerns and Holden 
Sanders in the Beginning class, Holly Shinn 
and Judy Gossard in the Primary class and Jim 
Kane, Jean Keplinger and David Christy in the 
Intermediate class. More volunteers are needed 
and we would love to have your help! Please 
contact Rosalind Garcia at Rosalind.Garcia@
grace-stpauls.org for more information.

 We also have 
very special 
youth leaders 
committed 
to our GSP 
teens. Long-
time youth 
leader, Michael 
Sugimoto and 
new leader, Eric 
Carr lead our 
Rite 13 group. 
Continuing with 
J2A are Brian 
Fairbanks and 
Alice Garcia. 
Being a youth 
leader requires 
a strong 

commitment to teenagers and time outside 
of Sunday mornings. We would love to talk 
to you about youth leadership. Again, contact 
Rosalind Garcia if you would like to know 
more. 

 This year promises to be our best ever! 
Besides our regular Sunday morning activities, 
we already have exciting opportunities on the 
calendar for fall. We will open the year with 
a Parish Fun Night pool party, potluck and 
outdoor movie at the garcia's house on Friday, 
Sept. 6. Contact Rosalind Garcia for more 
information and directions. We will also be 
the location for the first in a very long time 
Southern Arizona Youth Happening event! 
Nov. 1-3, GSP will be filled with the joyful 
noise of teens from all over Southern Arizona. 
This is a great honor and we’re very happy to be 
hosting this event.

 Also on the horizon is the third annual 
youth rummage sale and a fall youth retreat. 
For younger children, we will be offering a six-
week course for Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts on 
God and Family. Completing all the activities 
for this course will result in a badge for our 
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts and a certificate of 
completion for those who take the course, but 
are not members of a scouting troop. 

Much more is being added to the calendar 
even as I type (I can multi-task!).

 It is a privilege to begin my third full 
year at GSP. I look forward to this year with 
a wonderful sense of energy and optimism 
for a year of growth, deepening faith and 
productivity! The Holy Spirit is with us on this 
new journey. I can hardly wait to begin! See 
you all soon.

Rosalind
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Parish Life

Faith and a desire to help brought 
three men (a Presbyterian minister, 
a businessman and a coffee grower) 

together with the idea of starting a coffee 
cooperative in Mexico. The co-op was created 
to address the root cause of migration: 
economic insecurity. The result is Café Justo 
which gives co-op members full control over 
cultivating, roasting, packaging and exporting 
of their coffee. 

The mission of Café Justo is to deliver 
the highest quality, organic, environmentally 
conscious fresh roasted coffee at a fair and 
just price. In addition to being able to provide 
excellent coffee, full control of the coffee 
process has resulted in economic security 
(including health insurance) for 115 families in 
Mexico. Café Justo sales have grown to 500,000 
pounds a year and are shipped to all 50 states 
and Canada. Plans to increase sales and the 
number of co-op members are underway.

Immersion trips are a great way to gain a 
deeper understanding of Coffee, Migration 

and Faith: 
• A nine-day Border to Border Mission 

Delegation sponsored by Frontera De Christo 
is being offered Nov. 1-9. The trip includes 
visiting Douglas, Ariz., Agua Prieta, and 
Salvador Urbana, Chiapas, Mexico. For more 
information please visit fronteradecristo.org. 
Click on “Get Involved” and then “Immersion 
Opportunities.” (Deposits are due by Sept.15.)

• As an alternative to this nine-day 
delegation, GSP Bridging Borders Ministry 
would like to coordinate a shorter trip to 
Douglas, Ariz., and Agua Prieta to visit the 
Café Justo roasting facility, get an overview of 
U.S. Border policy and experience the effect it 
has on both sides of the border. A minimum 
number of people is needed to make the 
delegation feasible. If interested please email 
Anne Sunderland at asunder11@gmail.com. 

Café Justo is usually sold the first and third 
Sundays of the month after both services. 
Check the bulletin for sales dates. 

Café 
Justo
Caffeine with 
a Conscience
By Ann Sutherland

Right, food that was collected 
Sunday, Aug. 4, at Grace St. Paul’s  
for the Hogar de Esperanza y Paz 
(Home of Hope and Peace) as part 
of the Bridging Borders Ministry 
activities. Hogar is a community 
center located in Nogales, Sonora, 
Mexico. The center’s goal is to 
enable residents to improve 
their quality of life so they don’t 
feel forced to migrate. The food 
donations support the center’s  
Children’s Food Security Program, 
which  provides a nutritious lunch 
weekdays for 120 children from 
the most impoverished families in 
the surrounding neighborhoods. 
Submitted by Anne Sunderland.
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Parish Life

Chuck Hannan is now Brother 
Chuck. On July 25, he became a 
Professed Brother in the Order of 
St. Francis, an Anglican Franciscan 
order that permits brothers to be 
married.

Charles Cushman sent along this 
picture taken following the Easter 
Sunday services on April 6, 1958. 
It was the first Easter celebrated 
in Grace Episcopal Church’s new 
sanctuary. Charles’s father, John A. 
Cushman, was a member of the 
vestry when the new facility was 
built. Charles was going through 
family photos and putting them 
on CD when he came across this 
picture and wanted to share it 
with us.

Ministry Reports
• Skye Siegel for the Pima County 

Department of Environmental Quality will be 
leading a class here at GSP. Her presentation 
provides a general overview of PDEQ as a 
regulatory agency and Pima County’s Clean 
Water Program. Water quality issues will be 
highlighted, with a focus on transportation-
related pollutants such as oil and grease. 
There are so many simple things people can 
do to improve our water quality now and for 
future generations! Class is Nov. 3 at 9 a.m.—
Green Church Committee, Holly Shinn

• The Quilting Ministry is planning 
an exhibition of quilts on Sept. 29 at both 
services. Quilts will be strung along the 
walls of the church. The ministry’s funds 
come from donations that are then used 
for materials to make the quilts. This past 

year quilt volunteers made 100 quilts for the 
children of St. Andrew’s Clinic in Nogales.  
The current projects include quilts for the 
Diamond Childrens Hospital here in Tucson. 
We meet in McBride Hall every Wednesday 
between 10 a.m.-2 p.m. No sewing experience 
needed!—Judith Turner

• Making prayer shawls at Grace-St.Pauls is 
one of the most uplifting ways to spread God’s 
Embrace and Loving Care. Volunteers of our 
Shawls of Grace group work individually 
at home to produce shawls that are given to 
those in need; at times of celebration; and just 
because someone needs a “hug.” This past 
year friends of a person whom our Social 
Services clientele had a memorial service for 
were given “pocket” shawls. Shawls of Grace 
meets every first and third Wednesday of 
the month in McBride Hall from noon to 2 
p.m.—Joyce Henderson 
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Adult Spiritual Formation
Painting the Stars:  
Science, Religion and an Evolving Faith
Sept. 1 & 8, others dates TBD; 9 a.m. , Bloom 

Education Center
Celebrating the communion of science and faith, 

Painting the Stars explores the promise of evolutionary 
Christian spirituality. The video presentations feature 
a dozen leading theologians and progressive thinkers. 
Come for thought provoking presentations and 
conversation. 

Facilitated by Peggy Scott, GSP member and Co-
Chairperson of the Adult Education ministry.

Spirit Players: A Play Reading Experience
Fridays, Sept. 6, Oct. 4, Nov. 1, Dec. 6, Jan. 3; 

6:30 p.m., Bloom Education Center
If you love the theatre, this experience is for you! 

Join us as a reader or an observer as we give voice to 
comedies, dramas, social commentaries, and more. 
Scripts are available at these unrehearsed readings on 
the first Friday of every month. Readings are open to 
everyone. 

Coordinated by Nanalee Raphael and Halsy Taylor, 
career professionals in theatre design, direction, and 
performance who love to introduce others to a variety of 
scripts.

Hidden Attitudes: Using Money The Right Way
Sunday, Sept. 15, 11:45 a.m., Weeks Room

All of us have certain attitudes about money and 
how to use it. Those attitudes come from our culture and 
our religious traditions… so how do they interconnect? 

In this one-time workshop, Viriginia Zuelow will 
explore attitudes, patterns of spending, and wise ways 
to use and understand your money. Child Care will be 
provided; Registration is required through the church 
office. Virginia is a member of GSP and an experienced 
professional in areas of financial planning and money 
management.

Women Priests? Yes!
Sundays, Sept. 15, 22 & 29, 9 a.m., Bloom Education 

Center
This class, taught in three sessions, offers the 

historical background on women’s struggle to be 
ordained as priests in the Episcopal Church in the mid 
1970s, focusing first on one Ohio parish in Oberlin. Kay 
Bigglestone was a member of this congregation and will 
tell her story. The Rev. Rosanna Kazanjian was ordained 
in 1985 in New England and soon after was sent to the 
Diocese of Dallas, Texas, not the most welcoming area 
for women priests at that time. She too will tell her story. 
Finally, both Kay and Rev. Rosanna will lead a discussion 
of the role of women priests today in parish work and in 
the roles of Bishop and Presiding Bishop. 

Led by the Rev. Rosanna Kazanjian, priest associate 
at Grace St. Paul’s and Kay Bigglestone, co-ordinator of 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors and EfM, and Community of 
Hope leader. Both are members of the Society of the 
Companions of the Holy Cross (SCHC).

Where in the World is the Wardall Room?  
A Guided Informational Tour of the GSP Campus
Sunday, Sept. 15, 11:45 a.m.

If you are new to the parish or if you’ve been here a 
long time and don’t know your way around the campus, 
now’s the time to learn. 

Meet Bruce Anderson on the front steps leading into 
the sanctuary and take the tour. You’ll be able to say: “I 
know where the Wardall Room is!”

Theology, Spirituality & Sex! Oh, My!
Monday Sept. 17, 7 p.m., at the home of Catherine 

Penn Williams
This is the final meeting of the book group 

discussing Susan Howatch’s Starbridge Series dealing 
with the history of the 20th century Anglican Church. 
This meeting will deal with the sixth book in the series. 

Facilitated by Catherine Penn Williams, avid reader 
and experienced group discussion leader. Contact 
Catherine or the church office for directions.

Film & Fellowship
Fridays, Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15, Dec. 20 & Jan. 17, 

6:30 p.m., Bloom Education Center
How about a great gathering, an outstanding movie, 

and even some food to share! Film and Fellowship will 
give you all three—plus in-depth discussions about the 
themes presented in the films and how they apply to our 
lives and society today. 

This monthly event is led by Eric Carr and Kitt 
Cordero.

Introduction to Centering Prayer Practice  
by Father Thomas Keating
Sundays, Sept. 22 & 29, Oct. 6, 13 & 20, 11:45 a.m., 

Bloom Education Center
An introductory course on meditation in the 

Christian tradition known as Centering Prayer. While 
this is listed as an introductory course, long time 
meditators should find it inspirational. Each 30- to 
45-minute class will feature an audio presentation by 
Father Keating and is meant to be heard sequentially 
to get the most out of the course, but can be beneficial 
to anyone that just drops by for one or more of the 
scheduled talks:

Sept. 22—Prayer in Secret
Sept. 29—The Discipline of Centering Prayer
Oct. 6—What Centering Prayer is Not and What It Is
Oct. 13—The Method of Centering Prayer I
Oct. 20—The Method of Centering Prayer II
Facilitated by David Clements.

September 2013  
to January 2014
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Adult Spiritual Formation
EfM Graduates’ Forum
Mondays, Sept. 23, Oct. 28, Nov. 18, Dec. 16, 10 a.m., 

Weeks Room
This monthly forum is for graduates of EfM. 

The purpose of the forum is to provide an on-going 
format in which we can continue to participate in the 
transformation of the world within a supportive group. 
Each month’s forum is a two hour meeting with a theme, 
a short reading or video, reflection and discussion, and 
ending with worship. 

Advance registration is required. Please call the 
church office to sign up.

This forum is convened by Brian Arthur, member of 
GSP and current EfM facilitator.

Gifted by Otherness Women’s Group
Wednesdays, Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30, & Nov. 6, 7 p.m., 

Mary of Bethany Room
We are encouraged by L. William Countryman and 

M.R. Ritley in their book, Gifted by Otherness, to adopt 
a positive attitude to spirituality and to take a proactive 
role in the Church through telling our own stories, 
recognizing our spiritual gifts, interpreting spiritual 
writings in our own context, and refusing to apologize 
for who we are. Along the way, we’ll review aspects of 
progressive theology and take plenty of time to share 
our stories. This free course is intended for gay and 
lesbian women, but is open to all who are contending 
with spiritual issues relating to sexuality and who have 
a willingness to respect the many faces of human sexual 
orientation. 

Facilitated by Chris Eastoe, long-term member of 
GSP, former Senior Warden and Treasurer, current vestry 
member

Co-Creation and Giving at Grace St. Paul’s.
Sunday, Oct. 6, 9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

The third spiritual path, Via Creativa of Matthew 
Fox, builds on creation spirituality (Via Positiva, the first 
path), and consists of a call to co-create, to contribute 
imaginatively to God’s creation. Because our GSP 
community evolves in response to that call, joyful and 
generous giving of time and money to GSP is a valuable 
exercise in co-creation. 

Facilitated by Chris Eastoe, vestry member, former 
Senior Warden, and enthusiastic student of Matthew Fox.

ANIMATE: Faith Development for  
Progressive Christians (GROUP ONE)
Mondays, Oct. 7, 14, 21 & 28, Nov. 4, 11 & 18,  

7 to 9 p.m., at the home of Catherine Penn 
Williams. Minimum 6 people to hold the sessions; 
maximum enrollment is 10.
This adult course imaginatively explores central 

topics of Christianity. In each Animate: Faith session, the 
group will watch a video featuring a leading voice from 
the Christian faith, spend time on personal reflection 
and journaling, and share ideas with the group. Each 
session delves into a faith topic: God, religion, Jesus, 
salvation, the cross, the Bible, and church. Presenters 
include: Lillian Daniel, Bruce Reyes-Chow, Nadia Bolz-
Weber, Lauren Winner, Shane Hipps, Mark Scandrette 
and Brian McLaren. 

Led by Catherine Penn Williams, an experienced 
small group and retreat leader. She is interested in 
finding ways to translate the tenets of Christian faith for 
modern people. Contact Catherine or the church office 
for directions. Registration deadline is Oct. 4, through 
the church office.

ANIMATE: Faith Development for Progressive 
Christians (GROUP TWO)
Mondays, Oct. 7, 14, 21 & 28, Nov. 4, 11 & 18,  

10 a.m.-noon, Bloom Education Center. 
Minimum 6 people to hold sessions; maximum 
enrollment is 10.
This adult course imaginatively explores central 

topics of Christianity. In each Animate: Faith session, the 
group will watch a video featuring a leading voice from 
the Christian faith, spend time on personal reflection 
and journaling, and share ideas with the group. Each 
session delves into a faith topic: God, religion, Jesus, 
salvation, the cross, the Bible, and church. Presenters 
include: Lillian Daniel, Bruce Reyes-Chow, Nadia Bolz-
Weber, Lauren Winner, Shane Hipps, Mark Scandrette 
and Brian McLaren. 

Led by Brian Arthur, teacher and parish leader. 
Please contact the church office for registration. 
Registration deadline is Oct. 4.
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Adult Spiritual Formation
The Life and Times of Pope John XXIII
Sundays, Oct. 13 & 20, 9 a.m., Bloom Education 

Center
In light of the pending canonization of Angelo 

Giuseppe Roncalli, there will be a discussion of his life, 
highlighting the Second Vatican Council which was 
held from 1962 to 1965. Catholics the world over began 
to worship actively in their own languages with a new 
emphasis on Scripture. The church affirmed religious 
liberty, condemned anti-Semitism, highlighted common 
ground with other Christians, recognized godly elements 
in non-Christian religions and generally abandoned 
a centuries-old embattled stance toward modernity 
emphasizing dialogue and shared struggles for human 
dignity. As a backdrop we will look at the theologians 
of that era, including influences of the Church of 
England at that time, and how the life and papacy of 
this pope informed many generations of Christians. 
These sessions will be interactive with time for sharing 
church experiences and reflections on the Modernists, 
leadership and holiness. 

Led by Denise Mulloy, long-time GSP member.

Project Visibility: Receiving Quality Care for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender Older Adults
Friday, Oct. 18, 9-10:30 a.m., St. Andrew’s Episcopal 

Church Parish Hall
Sandy Davenport from Pima Council on Aging will 

discuss Project Visibility and will present options to 
consider when a person who is GLBT is seeking care 
at home, in a retirement community, assisted living or 
nursing home. Project Visibility provides training for 
home health agencies and facilities who wish to provide 
a safe and respectful community for GLBT residents. 
Sandy will explain what this program includes, how to 
determine if a service provider has received the training 
and how to help service providers obtain the training. 
Sandy will also discuss questions that GLBT individuals, 
their families, caregivers and/or their pastoral care 
visitors should be asking in advance of requiring care 
at home or in a long term care setting and also when 
making a final decision regarding a residential facility. 

Led by Sandy Davenport from the Pima Council on 
Aging. Car pooling will be available from Grace St. Paul’s 
to St. Andrews. Contact the church office to register and 
obtain carpooling details.

 Reading The Bible Again For The First Time 
(Marcus Borg)
Sundays, Nov. 10 & 17, 9 a.m., Bloom Education 

Center
Progressive biblical scholar Marcus Borg offers a 

bold new understanding of scripture as he examines 
both the Old and New Testaments, not as historical 
documents but as vital teaching stories about our 
relationship with God in our own time. These sessions 
are a must if you’ve wondered how to apply scripture in 
the 21st century. 

Facilitated by Catherine Penn Williams, scripture 
student and member of GSP.

The First Christmas  
(Marcus Borg & John Dominic Crossan)
Sundays, Dec. 1, 8, 15 & 22, 9 a.m., Bloom Education 

Center
Top Jesus scholars, Borg and Crossan, show how 

history has biased our reading of the nativity story in the 
Gospels. They ask: “What do these stories mean?” in the 
context of both the first century and our own time. Their 
conclusion: The Christmas story is far richer and more 
challenging than people imagine. 

Facilitated by Roger Pierce, GSP member.

Glossary of Episcopal Terms
Sundays, Jan. 5 & 12, 9 a.m., Bloom Education Center

A quick look at all those funny words Episcopalians 
use, especially the ones that nobody else uses. 

Presented by Dr. Chuck Dickson, member of Grace 
St. Paul’s since 1999 and of innumerable other Episcopal 
parishes for many decades before that time.
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Grace St. Paul’s: A Progressive Community—Loving God, Serving Others, Journeying Together

What’s Happening  
in September 2013
WEEKLY SERVICES & ACTIVITIES
Sundays
 8 a.m., Holy Communion
 8 a.m., Coffee & Conversation
 9:45 a.m., Child Care
 10 a.m., Holy Communion
 10 a.m., Sunday School
 11:15 a.m., Coffee Hour
 11:30 a.m., Youth Groups
Mondays
 11:30 a.m., Spiritual Direction
 4 p.m., Spirit Dojo Karate
 7:30 p.m., Healing Touch Clinic
Tuesdays
 9 a.m., Spiritual Book Discussion
 6 p.m., Evening Prayer & 

Communion
 7 p.m., Interfaith Meditation
Wednesdays
 7 a.m., Holy Communion
 10 a.m., Quilting Ministry
Thursdays
 5:30 p.m., Spirit Now—An 

Inclusive Communion

1st 9 a.m., Painting the Stars
2nd LABOR DAY HOLIDAY: Office &  

Social Services Ministry Closed
 7 p.m., Green Church Committee
4th 9 a.m., EfM Class
 12 p.m., Prayer Shawl Ministry
 7 p.m., EfM Class
5th 6 p.m., Adoption Reunion Support
6th 6:30 p.m., Spirit Players: 

A Monthly Play-Reading 
Experience

8th 9 a.m., Painting the Stars
9th 7 p.m., Joseph’s Pantry Meeting
10th 5:30 p.m., Family Caregiver 

Support Group
11th 9 a.m., EfM Class
 3 p.m., Campus Ministry Board
 6 p.m., Multi-Faith LGBT Service 

Committee
 7 p.m., EfM Class
14th 5:30 p.m., Leukemia & 

Lymphoma Society Fundraiser 
15th 9 a.m., Women Priests:YES!
 11:45 a.m., Hidden Attitudes: 

Using Money The Right Way
 11:45 a.m., Social Justice & 

Outreach Committee

 11:45 a.m., Where in the World is 
the Wardall Room?

18th 12 p.m., Prayer Shawl Ministry
 7 p.m., UA Class—Senior Boot 

Camp
20th 8:30 a.m., TiHAN Training
 6:30 p.m., Film & Fellowship 

Movie & Potluck
22nd 9 a.m., Women Priests? YES!
 11:45 a.m., Centering Prayer
23rd 9 a.m., Pastoral Care Meeting
 10 a.m., EfM Graduates’ Forum
24th 6:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting
25th 6 p.m., Multi-Faith LGBT Service 

Committee
 7 p.m., UA Class—Investor Boot 

Camp
29th 9 a.m., Women Priests? YES!
 11:45 a.m., Centering Prayer
LOOKING AHEAD TO OCTOBER
1st 6:30 p.m., Theology of Money
2nd 12 p.m., Prayer Shawl Ministry
 7 p.m., Gifted by Otherness 

Women’s Group
 7 p.m., UA Class—Investor Boot 

Camp
3rd 9:30 a.m., Southern AZ Youth 

Ministry Meeting
 1 p.m., UA Class—Aging
 6 p.m., Adoption Reunion Support
4th 8 a.m., TiHAN Training
6th 9 a.m., Co-Creation & Giving
 at GSP
 11:45 a.m., Centering Prayer
7th 10 a.m., ANIMATE: Faith Class
 7 p.m., Green Church Committee
8th 9 a.m., UA Class—Archeology of 

Tucson
9th 7 p.m., Gifted by Otherness
 Women’s Group
 7 p.m., Sonora Winds Concert
10th 1 p.m., UA Class—Aging
 5:30 p.m., TiHAN Congregational 

Liaison Meeting
11th 10 a.m., TiHAN Congregational 

Liaison Meeting
 3 p.m., UA Class—Notorious 

Painters
13th 9 a.m., The Life and Times of Pope 

John XXIII
 11:45 a.m., Centering Prayer
 6:30 p.m., Theology of Money
14th 10 a.m., ANIMATE: Faith Class
 7 p.m., Joseph’s Pantry Meeting


