Welcome to

A Progressive Community — Loving God, Serving Others, Journeying Together

Creation Sunday

October 6, 2019
Here you will find an energized and inclusive community of people seeking God’s transforming
presence. Grace St. Paul’s is a safe place to connect your spirit and your mind. Please join with us in
experiencing Christ’s love in a diverse congregation that celebrates individual gifts. We invite you to
take part in liturgies that are rich and innovative, in spiritual formation for all ages, and in action for
social justice. We welcome you to share in this joyful journey!

About Today’s Services
Altar Flowers & Plants
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God and for the beauty of the worship service
! by Jane Thrall. Good planets are hard to find. Let’s take care of the one we live on.
If you would like to dedicate flowers, please call the church office at 327-6857.

WELCOME HOME
The people who are Grace St. Paul’s church are pleased you are here and welcome you.
! Regardless of your faith tradition, you are welcome to receive communion in this church.
! Please join us for coffee and snacks after both the 7:45 and 10 a.m. services in McBride Hall, across the
breezeway from the church. First-time guests, please stop by the Welcome Table in the Hall and pick up
your special gift for being with us.
! Please fill out a yellow card located in the pew racks and give it to the friendly folks at the Welcome
Table.
! Nursery care and children and youth spiritual formation classes are all located in the Education Center,
below the sanctuary. Nursery care is available from 8:45 a.m.–12:45 p.m. for children ages 3 and
under and is located in the Theresa of Avila Room.
Preschool thru 5th Grade
! 10 a.m.: Children’s Spiritual Formation is downstairs in the Weeks Room. Children will come up to
join their families at the time of The Peace each week and remain in the service until the Final
Blessing.
Middle School and High School Youth
! 11:45–12:45 p.m. Youth Group meets in the St. Francis Room.
! An usher would be pleased to show you to these areas.
! Restrooms are located just outside the church building in the covered breezeway.
We hope you will return many times and consider Grace St. Paul’s your church home.
COVER PHOTO: Wolf portrait taken from a vehicle in a pullout. Jacob W. Frank, National Park Service, Yellowstone
National Park. This photo is in the public domain. https://www.flickr.com/photos/yellowstonenps/38346221956/

Weekly Worship

2331 East Adams Street • Tucson, Arizona 85719
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Phone (520) 327-6857 • Fax (520) 327-1347
Emergency Pastoral Care (520) 668-5727
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-4 p.m. • Friday 9 a.m.-noon
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The Rev. Kimberlee Law: pastorkimberlee@grace-stpauls.org
Pamela Spears: ParishAdmin@grace-stpauls.org
David Wachter: bulletins@grace-stpauls.org

Sunday
7:45 a.m. – Communion Service
10 a.m. – Communion Service
Tuesday
6 p.m. – Evening Prayer (1st Tuesday
of month includes Communion)
7 p.m. – Meditation Group
Wednesday
7 a.m. – Communion Service
Thursday
6 p.m. – Spirit Now Service
First Thursday of the Month:
6 p.m. – Spirit Song: Worship &
Prayer in the Style of Taizé

7:45 and 10 a.m. Communion Services
The Rev. Kimberlee Law, The Rev. Richard Mallory, and The Rev. Steve Keplinger, Celebrants

SACRED SPACE
Please respect those who seek time for quiet reflection before worship begins and
while listening to the prelude. Your sanctuary is a sacred place for all to prepare for
worship in meditation and prayer. We encourage you to socialize and greet others in
the foyer in the back of the church (the narthex) and in McBride Hall.

The Liturgy of the Word
Please remember to silence your electronic devices.

The Season of Creation begins today with this festival service. It is a celebration
of the life of the earth and a call to humanity to recognize our relationship with
the earth. It is a recognition that God’s incarnation is found not just in humanity,
but in all of the created order. It celebrates God’s presence with us, in the face of
the stranger and in the beauty of a flower. It is also a cry of hope that all of
humanity will recognize the sacredness of creation and the interconnectedness of
everything in the cosmos. It is a religious statement that love of neighbor extends
to the entire cosmos.
At 7:40 and 9:55, the church bell will be tolled.

Prelude

Chant de paix (Song of Peace)

Jean Langlais

Greeting and Announcements
Silence

The Call of the Cosmos
A distant flute breaks the silence.

13.8 billion years ago, a primordial energy blazed with an intensity never to be equaled again, and
the universe flared forth into existence.
It is the beginning, January 1 at Midnight.
Flute two

4.57 billion years ago, on August 28 of our cosmic year, the Sun came into existence and the Milky
Way galaxy gave birth to 10,000 new stars.
Flute three
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4.4 billion years ago, on September 6, a planet named earth is formed.
Flute four

4.1 billion years ago, on September 14, biotic life began on this planet.
Flute one

4 million years ago, on December 31 at 2:24 PM, a species called Sapiens evolved into being.
Flute two

Five thousand years ago, on December 31 at 11:59 PM and 48 seconds, the hunter gatherers known
as humans began changing the landscape of the planet to grow their own crops, forming agrarian
societies and urban centers. The population of humanity exploded, causing the destruction of other
major species on the planet.
Flute three

Two hundred fifty years ago, on December 31 at 11:59 p.m. and 58½ seconds, the Industrial
Revolution was born, altering the entire planet and its atmosphere, multiplying humanity into the
billions until one species comprised 95% of the entire biomass of all vertebrates on the small green
sphere known as Earth.
Flute four
Silence

Grizzly Country

Video by Ben Moon

The screen is raised.

The Call of Creation (10 a.m.)
The silence is broken with distant music.

Sun Singer Theme

Silence

The Call of the Earth

Terry Tempest Williams

Evolution is about adapting to changing conditions. But climate changes are occurring faster than
we can biologically evolve or adapt. Because we humans have so quickly modified the planet’s ability
to support life, we must call on different forms of evolutionary adaptations, conscious and
deliberate, diverging away from anything we’ve yet been able to perceive. What if at the individual
level, wildness takes the form of imagination? Imagination leads us to creative acts. Wilderness in
the twenty-first century is not a site of nostalgia for what once was, but rather the seedbed of
creativity for what we have yet to imagine.

The Return of the Wolves
At the 10 a.m. service, the children process with animals, streamers, and earth balls.
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Processional Hymn

Great God, your vast creation
(7:45 a.m.: stanzas 1 & 2; 10 a.m.: all stanzas)
The people may stand in body or spirit.
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Opening Acclamation (7:45 & 10 a.m.) (inspired by Colossians 1: 19-22)
Adapted by Steve Keplinger from targum 2: subversive poetry in a postmodern world col 1:15-20, published in
Colossians Remixed: Subverting The Empire by Sylvia C. Keesmaat and Brian J. Walsh.
Posted on Jonny Baker’s Worship Tricks website.
Celebrant:

In the face of a culture of disconnection
with God’s creation
a world of killing fields
a world of carbon filled skies
a world of burning forests and extinction

People:

Christ is at the head of the resurrection parade
transforming our tears of betrayal into tears of joy
giving us dancing shoes for the resurrection party

Celebrant:

And this Cosmic Christ
who has danced in the wolf’s jaws of death
now dances with a dance that is full
of nothing less than the fullness of God

People:

this is the dance of the new creation

Celebrant:

this is the dance of life out of death

People:

and in this dance of reconnecting ourselves
with all the earth
all that was broken
all that was oppressed
all that was polluted
all that was disconnected
will be reconciled

Celebrant:

brought home

People:

healed and made whole
Amen.
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Chant of Praise (7:45 & 10 a.m.)

The Collect of the Day (7:45 & 10 a.m.)
The Collect of the Day is by The Episcopal Church’s Season of Creation Liturgical Committee.
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

May God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Silence
Celebrant:

God, maker of marvels, you weave the planet and all its creatures together in kinship: Your unifying
love is revealed in the interdependence of relationships in the complex world that you have made.
Save us from the illusion that humankind is separate and alone, and join us in communion with all
inhabitants of the universe, through Jesus Christ, our Liberator, who topples the dividing walls, and
by the power of your Holy Spirit; who lives and loves with you for ever and ever. Amen.

We Proclaim and Respond to the Word of God
A Reading from the Continuing Revelation of God (7:45 a.m.)
[Bill McKibben]

Please be seated.

I

’ve mostly given up being either optimistic or
pessimistic. Our odds of success are not
incredibly good, but I wake up every day
saying “What can I do to change the odds a
little?” And it’s not impossible, the task that we
have ahead. We’re not going to stop global
warming, but slowing it to the point that we can

cope with it remains within the realms of
possibility. “Fun” is not quite the right word,
but there is something deeply satisfying about
trying. It’s the biggest challenge that humans
have ever got to take part in. It’s exciting to be
part of that. To be doing something that crucial
is a great honor.
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A Reading from the Continuing Revelation of God (10 a.m.)
[Greta Thunberg’s Speech to United Nations, September 23, 2019]

T

his is all wrong. I shouldn’t be up here. I
should be back in school, on the other
side of the ocean. Yet, you all come to us
young people for hope. How dare you! You
have stolen my dreams and my childhood with
your empty words, and yet I’m one of the lucky
ones. People are suffering. People are dying.
Entire ecosystems are collapsing. We are in the
beginning of a mass extinction and all you can
talk about is the money and the fairy tales of
eternal economic growth. How dare you!

Please be seated.

climate justice. They also rely on my generation
sucking hundreds of billions of tons of your
CO2 out of the air with technologies that barely
exist. So a 50% risk is simply not acceptable to
us, we who have to live with the consequences.
To have a 67% chance of staying below a 1.5
degrees global temperature rise, the best odds
given by the IPCC, the world had 420 gigatons
of CO2 left to emit back on January 1, 2018.
Today that figure is already down to less than
350 gigatons. How dare you pretend that this
can be solved with just business as usual and
some technical solutions.

For more than 30 years, the science has been
crystal clear. How dare you continue to look
away! And come here saying that you are doing
enough when the politics and solutions needed
are still no where in sight. You say you hear us
and that you understand the urgency, but no
matter how sad and angry I am, I do not want
to believe that, because if you really understood
the situation and still kept on failing to act, then
you would be evil, and that I refuse to believe.

With today’s emissions levels, that remaining
CO2 budget will entirely gone within less than
eight and a half years. There will not be any
solutions or plans presented in line with these
figures here today, because these numbers are
too uncomfortable and you are still not mature
enough to tell it like it is.
You are failing us. But the young people are
starting to understand your betrayal. The eyes
of all future generations are upon you. And if
you choose to fail us, I say we will never forgive
you. We will not let you get away with this.
Right here, right now is where we draw the
line. The world is waking up and change is
coming, whether you like it or not. Thank you.

The popular idea of cutting our emissions in half
in ten years only gives us a 50% chance of
staying below 1.5 degrees and the risk of setting
up irreversible chain reactions beyond human
control. 50% may be acceptable to you, but
those numbers do not include tipping points,
most feedback loops, additional warming hidden
by toxic air pollution or the aspects of equity
Silence

Psalm 104:25-37 (10 a.m.)

Read responsively by whole verse

25 O God, how manifold are your works! *
in wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
26 Yonder is the great and wide sea
with its living things too many to number, *
creatures both small and great.
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27 There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, *
which you have made to frolic there.
28 All of them look to you *
to give them their food in due season.
29 You give it to them; they gather it; *
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
30 At the end of their days; *
they die and return to the dust.
31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are reborn; *
and so you renew the face of the earth.
32 O God, your glory endures for ever, *
and you delight in all that you have made.
33 God smiles on the earth, and it is radiant;*
God touches the mountains, and they rejoice.
34 I will sing to God with my whole heart; *
I will praise God as long as I live.
35 I will rejoice in the works of the Holy One; *
I will praise God’s wonderful works.
36 For evil has vanished utterly from the earth; *
and wickedness is no more.
37 Bless the Holy One, O my soul. *
bless the God of all creation.

A Reading from the Continuing Revelation of God (10 a.m.)
[An excerpt from Erosion by Terry Tempest Williams—scheduled to be released later this month]

W

ilderness is a akin to love, flush with
chemical reactions hormonal and
pheromonal, a firing of synapses in
our brain that is integral to our survival. We
are propelled by the currents of connection.
Isolation is quelled. Fear is replaced by awe.
We recognize wildness as creativity in the
extreme. We are not in control. We surrender
to solitude. We sit on the edge of a canyon
looking out—and in the marvel of a moment
far beyond ourselves, we inhale, exhale, relax,
and swoon…

enlightened citizenship. Instead of only caring
for ourselves, we are invited to care for species
other than our own. We are encouraged to
look to the roots of things. “Care” is tied to
the German root word chara, which means “to
grieve” or “to lament.” To care about wilderness is to grieve over what we have lost. To
care about wilderness is to fall back in love with
the world and lament how lost we are, and
how lonely we have become. We are losing our
minds. It is time to return to our senses and
recognize that the bedrock or our sanity lies in
every square inch of wilderness that remains.

Wilderness offers us a template to an

Sequence Music (7:45 a.m.)

The people may stand in body or spirit.
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Sequence Hymn (10 a.m.)

The people may stand in body or spirit.

Creator God, you made the earth
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(stanzas 1 & 2)

A Reading from the Holy Gospel [Luke 12:22-31]
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, O Christ.

J

esus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell
you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat, or about your body, what you will
wear. For life is more than food, and the
body more than clothing. Consider the ravens:
they neither sow nor reap, they have neither
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them.
Of how much more value are you than the
birds! And can any of you by worrying add a
single hour to your span of life? If then you are
not able to do so small a thing as that, why do
you worry about the rest? Consider the lilies,
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I

tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes
the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much
more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And
do not keep striving for what you are to eat and
what you are to drink, and do not keep
worrying. For it is the nations of the world that
strive after all these things, and your Father
knows that you need them. Instead, strive for
his kingdom, and these things will be given to
you as well.”

Deacon: The Gospel of Jesus Christ.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

Please be seated.
Preacher: The Rev. Steve Keplinger

A period of silence follows the Sermon, marked with meditation bell.

Affirmation of Faith (7:45 & 10 a.m.)

The people may stand in body or spirit.
Season of Creation 4 Anglican Church of Southern Africa Environmental Network

We believe that God creates all things, renews all things, and celebrates all things.
We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with God’s presence,
a home for us to share with all creatures.
We believe every creature joins us in praising God.
We see many suffer with Earth because of human crimes against creation.
We believe that God became incarnate as a part of Earth, Jesus Christ,
that he lived and breathed and spoke among us, suffered and died on a cross,
for all human beings and for all creation.
We believe that the risen Jesus Christ fills the whole creation,
reconciling all things to God, renewing all things.
We believe the Spirit renews life in creation, groans in empathy with every suffering
creature,
and waits with us for the rebirth of the whole creation.
We believe that with Christ we will rise and with Christ
we will celebrate a new creation, reconciled, restored, and renewed. Amen.
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Prayers of the People

The parish prayer list is on page 22.
Adapted from a Mohawk prayer by Gary Snyder.
The Collect following the Prayers of the People is “Hawaiian Prayer,” posted on faithclimateactionweek.org.

Leader: Gratitude to Mother Earth, sailing through night and day—

and to her soil: rich, rare, and sweet
People: in our minds so be it.
Leader: Gratitude to Plants, the sun-facing light-changing leaf;

standing still through wind and rain; their dance is in the flowing spiral grain
People: in our minds so be it.
Leader: Gratitude to Air, bearing the soaring Swift and the silent

Owl at dawn. Breath of our song
clear spirit breeze
People: in our minds so be it.
Leader: Gratitude to Wild Beings, our sisters and brothers,

teaching secrets, freedoms, and ways; self-complete, brave, and aware
People: in our minds so be it.
Leader: Gratitude to Water: clouds, lakes, rivers,

our remaining glaciers; holding or releasing;
streaming through all our bodies salty seas
People: in our minds so be it.
Leader: Gratitude to the Sun: blinding pulsing light

through trunks of trees, through mists, warming caves
where bears and snakes sleep—he who wakes us—
People: in our minds so be it.
Leader: Gratitude to the Great Sky

who holds billions of stars—and goes beyond that—
beyond all powers, and thoughts
and yet is within us—
Grandfather Space.
People: so be it.
Celebrant:

Thanks for all the creatures, stones and plants
Let us learn their lessons and seek their truths,
So that their path might be ours,
And we might live in harmony, a better life.
May the Earth continue to live,
May the heavens above continue to live,
May the rains continue to dampen the land,
May the wet forests continue to grow,
Then the flowers shall bloom
And we people shall live again. Amen.
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Confession of Sin (7:45 & 10 a.m.)

The Confession of Sin is by The Episcopal Church’s
Season of Creation Liturgical Committee.

Deacon:

Let us confess our sins against God, our neighbors, and God’s creation.
People:

Merciful and sustaining God:
we confess that we have sinned against you,
lacking humility and gratitude for the beauty and bounty
of your creation as it sustains us and all that lives.
We confess that we have misused your earth;
grant us amendment of life, we pray.
We confess that we have been intemperate in our appetites;
strengthen us in self-control.
We confess that we have taken the abundance of your world for granted;
make us urgent now for its protection,
and, through our Savior Jesus Christ, forgive and renew us
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
with whom you live and reign one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Absolution was composed and/or adapted by The Rev. Steve Keplinger.
Celebrant:

May the God of Creation pardon us for the sins that we heap upon God’s earth, our island home.
May the Creator refresh us and renew us with love, and guide us again to see all of the cosmos as
our kin. Give us the strength to protect all of God’s world as a Mother protects her children. And
may the blessing of Grandfather Creator, Christ Liberator, and Spirit Sister be upon us and all of
the cosmos. Amen.

The Peace (7:45 & 10 a.m.)
Celebrante:
Pueblo:

La paz de Cristo sea siempre con ustedes.
Y con tu espíritu.

Meditation bell will bring us back to silence.

The Liturgy of the Table
Offertory Sentence

Please be seated.

Celebrant:

“Destroying rainforest for economic gain is like burning a Renaissance painting to cook a meal.”
[E.O. Wilson]
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Offertory Music (7:45 a.m.)
Offertory Anthem (10 a.m.)
Eatnemen Vuelie (Song of the Earth)

Frode Fjellheim

Pause

Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant:
People:

The Prayer over the Gifts is from A New Zealand Prayer Book.

Giver of life, receive all we offer you this day.
Let the Spirit you bestow on your Church continue to work in the world
through our hearts. Amen.

Table Chant

The people may stand in body or spirit.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Eucharistic Prayer was written
and is copyrighted by The Rev. Steve Keplinger.

God is with us.
God is present here.
Rejoice! Lift up your hearts.
We lift our hearts to the Most High.
Let us give thanks to the Holy One.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.
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Celebrant:

We do praise you, our intimate God, the one who is with us, and with all of creation, the source
of this magical, mystical, sensual, beautiful, earth. From microbes to whales you have created all of
us. We are privileged to be a strand in all of your creation, including this strange and wonderful
home, our earth, the open sky above, the dazzling array of stars and planets, and the unfathomable
galaxies beyond us. You have blessed us with a world of infinite variety and beauty, a land of
mountains and meadows, canyons and valleys, deserts and jungles. Over and through this land you
have provided oceans teeming with life, streams and rivers, crystal clear lakes, and cascading
waterfalls. We share this land with all of your creatures, from mosquito to mountain lion, from seal
to scorpion. You have formed all of this, this land of such intense wildness and beauty.
Therefore, we praise you, O Sacred One, joining our voices with the cry of your animals, the rocks,
the stars, the Moon, the Sun, and all the universe as we shout with joy:

(7:45 a.m.)
Celebrant and People:
Holy, holy, holy God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Sanctus (Holy) (10 a.m.)

-15-

The Celebrant continues:

We bless you and thank you Gracious God for all of these gifts, and for weaving us, the web of
humanity, into this world. But instead of caring deeply for this most perfect of creations, the
universe beyond our comprehension and this earth in which we live, we have rebelled against it,
against ourselves, against You. We disregarded the interconnected web of life in which we live.
Instead of loving it as a mother loves her child, we put ourselves above it, as if it was something we
could own. It became something to control rather than a part of us and a part of you.
Each time you have called us back, called us to understand that we are not masters of the earth,
but instead a part of the earth. You continually remind us that caring for you means caring for your
earth and for each other.
People and Celebrant:

Then, All-Holy God, you sent Jesus Christ to be among us. Through His incarnation,
You taught us that You are always with us and all of the world. He showed us the way
to grace and freedom, and how to show compassion to each other and the world. He
gathered a people as your own and filled us with longing for justice and peace for all
of creation. Keep us ever vigilant to follow his example so that we may bring about
Your reign that He opened for us, through his life, his death, and his resurrection. It
is a reign where all your creation will be one.
Celebrant:

On the night before he died, Jesus came to table with those he loved. Recalling his own actions of
feeding the poor and eating with the outcast, he took bread, gave thanks to You, broke it, and gave
it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in memory of me.”
When supper was ended, he took a cup of wine and gave thanks to You, and passed the cup among
his friends and said: “Take this all of you and drink from it, this is the cup of my blood, the blood
of the new and everlasting covenant, do this in memory of me.”
Deacon: Therefore, let us pray:
People and Celebrant:

Gracious God among us, help us to feel your presence, and give us the strength to
serve your creation and your people this day and every day.
Celebrant:

Now gathered at your table, God of Creation, and remembering what Jesus Christ taught us, we
offer to you this bread and this wine, a gift of your creation and work of human hands. We offer
them as well as ourselves that we may be food for the world.
+Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts, O Sacred One. May they become for us the Body and Blood
of Christ, just as we, your people, are that same Body. + Breathe your Spirit upon us also and upon
the entire earth. Make us one with your earth, so that all of Creation may become one with your
Body.
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People and Celebrant:

Bring all of us, from every clan, tribe, and nation together, to feast upon your
abundant banquet, prepared from the fruits of your earth and made possible by the
redemption of your Christ.
Celebrant:

Through Jesus Christ, in the unity of the entire Universe, all glory and honor to God and Creator,
for ever and ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer (From A New Zealand Prayer Book)

The people may stand in body or spirit.

Deacon: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed
by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem
Celebrant:
People:

The Fraction Anthem is adapted from other texts by The Rev. Steve Keplinger.

Alleluia. Be known to us, risen Christ, in the breaking of the bread.
The bread which we break makes all of us one with you. Alleluia.

The Invitation to Communion
Celebrant:

The gifts of God for the people of God.
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The Communion

Please be seated.

Everyone is invited to receive Holy Communion. Please approach the altar rail from the center aisle. Take the
first available space. You may choose the standing station at the center or the stations along the rail. You may
come forward to receive a blessing if you prefer not to receive communion. Place crossed arms on chest to
signal your desire for a blessing. You may also do this if you prefer not to receive the wine. You may touch
the chalice and the chalice bearer will say the words of administration.

Communion Music (7:45 a.m.)
Communion Anthem (10 a.m.)
In time of silver rain
Jane Click & David Wachter, piano

Z. Randall Stroope

Communion Hymn (10 a.m.)
We celebrate the web of life
No. 175, Singing the Living Tradition (Unitarian Universalist)
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Sending Eucharistic Visitors
After communion, the service resumes here. The Deacon may name the Eucharistic Visitors and those who
will receive Holy Communion at home.
Deacon: We send you forth bearing these Holy Gifts, for those to whom you go share fully with us

in the Body of Christ.
All:

We who are many are one.

Postcommunion Prayer
Celebrant:

The people may stand in body or spirit.
The Postcommunion Prayer was written by Edward Abbey.

Let us pray.

Celebrant:

May your trails be crooked, winding, lonesome, dangerous, leading to the most amazing view. May
your rivers flow without end, meandering through pastoral valleys tinkling with bells, past temples
and castles and poets’ towers into a dark primeval forest where tigers belch and monkeys howl,
through miasmal and mysterious swamps and down into a desert of red rock, blue mesas, domes
and pinnacles and grottos of endless stone, and down again into a deep vast ancient unknown
chasm where bars of sunlight blaze on profiled cliffs, where deer walk across the white sand
beaches, where storms come and go as lightning clangs upon the high crags, where something
strange and beautiful and more full of wonder than your deepest dreams wait for you—beyond that
next turning of the canyon walls. Amen.
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Blessing

The blessing is adapted from CTBI Eco-Congregation Programme.

Celebrant:

May God who established the dance of creation,
who marveled at the lilies of the field,
who transforms chaos to order,
lead us to transform our lives and the Church to
be co-creators and fierce protectors of God’s glory in creation,
And may the blessing of the God of the wilderness
give us the courage to always stand with the earth. Amen.

Recessional Hymn

All creatures of the universe
No. 400, The Hymnal 1982, redacted by Kari McBride

(7:45 a.m.: stanzas 1 & 2; 10 a.m.: stanzas 1-4, 7)
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Dismissal

The Dismissal is by The Rev. Steve Keplinger.

Deacon: Go now, protect and celebrate Creation, welcome Wildness, embrace Earth.

Revel in God’s wonder present in the deserts, the oceans, and the forests.
Then bring that love of wilderness to all of the world. Alleluia! Alleluia!
People: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude

Épilogue (pour pédale solo sur un thème de Frescobaldi)

Jean Langlais

Please join us following this service for Coffee Hour in McBride Hall
(across the labyrinth), or join us for classes—classrooms are downstairs
beneath the sanctuary, with access either by the stairs off the breezeway
or by the ramp near the parking lot.
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Service Participants, 7:45 a.m.

Service Participants, 10 a.m.

Deacon:
Lector:
Chalice:
Acolyte:
Verger:
Ushers:
Altar Guild:

Deacon:
Lectors:
Subdeacon:
Chalice:

The Rev. Nancy Meister
Jennifer Bosma, Chuck House
Merry Ireland, Ann Schlumberger
Will Staatz
Martha Farnham
Jane Thrall, Lenore Tsakanikas
Ann Schlumberger, Debbie Tinajero

Verger:
Ushers:
Altar Guild:

The Rev. Chris Ledyard
Susan Erickson, James Neeley
Willie Schlentz
Susan Erickson, Paul Impey,
Pastor Tom & Suzanne Morrison
Martha Farnham
Lisa Jones, Jean Marie Keplinger, Kathy
Roberson, Cynthia Sorrensen-Carter
Karen McVean, Nancy Smith

We thank Jane Click, piano, for her musical offering at today’s 10 a.m. service.
Listings of lay ministers are subject to last-minute changes after the bulletin is printed.
We hold the following in our prayers today:
We pray for Michael our Presiding Bishop; Jennifer our Bishop; Steve, our Rector; Richard, our Associate
Rector; Kimberlee, our Associate Rector; and the clergy and staff who serve Grace St. Paul’s; the Church in
Wales; all of our Episcopal schools; Heart of Christ Community Church in Tucson.
We pray for peace in Zimbabwe, Syria, Congo, Sudan, Gaza, and in all places. We pray for the men and
women in detention in Eloy. We pray for those in the military, especially those serving in combat zones,
including Ronald Berryhill; Christopher Gallo; Michael Hannan; Andrew Harris; Donna Heath; Frederick
Jenning; Jordan S. Marks; Eric Osche; Mark Pundt; Terrence Robinson; Laramie Struble; Jose Carlos Tinajero;
Brian.
We pray for the people of South Sudan; BJ Bower; Toni Sue Brooks; Molly Cassidy; Anagrethe Christensen;
Alysha Collins; Rosemary DeCook; Mark Drew; Jay Elliston; Argelia El Khayat and family; Martha Farnham;
Mary Fitzgerald; Craig Garver; Tom Ham; Br. Chuck Hannan; Jeff Harvey; Sara Heitshu; Joyce Henderson;
Jacque Hendrix; Cathy Jarvis; Francesca Jarvis; Molly & Kent Johnson; Cricket Kelbaugh; Janet Kells; Henry
Loew; Anagrace & Dan Misenhimer; June Moritz; Nancy Moritz; Brenda Pentland; Danielle Phillips; Robert
Rosenberg; Sandra Sankey; Susan Southwick; Sr. Carol Willans; Heather Williams; Cathy Wolfson; Ed; Lee;
Marilyn; Melea; Mildred Gregory; Norman Hammer; Nancy Hartwick; Carla LaFontain; Rebecca Medel;
Maribel Ortiz; James Smith; Peggy Southwick; Garland; Gena; Joel; Mike, Monica & Danitza; Phil; Rob; Samyra.
We hold in prayer animal companions who are in need, especially Cuillin Brundage; Poppers; and the vaquitas
of the Gulf of California.
We hold in prayer our animal companions who have died.
We pray for those who have died.
We pray also for those who have died in the desert on our border and all those who have died in Afghanistan.
PRAYER LIST GUIDELINES
Names of parishioners submitted this week will remain on the list during the current month. Please contact
David Wachter by 4 p.m. on Wednesday ((520) 327-6857 or e-mail bulletins@grace-stpauls.org) to add a name
to the list printed in the bulletin. Names of non-parishioners, including relatives of parishioners, will remain on
the prayers for one week only—if the crisis continues, please call the church office each week by 4 p.m. on
Wednesday to renew, or send an email to bulletins@grace-stpauls.org. Full names will be listed unless “first
name only” is requested.
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GSP Parish Life – October 6, 2019
Check out GSP’s website: www.gsptucson.org.
Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal Church • 2331 E. Adams St., Tucson, AZ • www.facebook.com/gracestpauls
There’s lots more happening—check out the GSP Parish Life announcements!
They’re available online at www.gsptucson.org — click on “Sunday Bulletins” or
“Announcements.” Or, just ask an usher for a printed copy.
ONLINE BONUS: The GSP Weekly Calendar is included with the GSP Parish Life
announcements at www.gsptucson.org.

The Mission & Vision of Grace St. Paul’s
Grace St. Paul’s Episcopal Church will be a spiritual home, open to all,
providing food for the journey, and calling people to change the world.
La Iglesia Episcopal Grace St. Paul’s será un hogar espiritual, abierto a todos,
manteniendo alimento para el camino, y llamandonos a cambiar el mundo.

Imagine a gift that gives forever. That’s exactly what your planned gift
to GSP can do. Have you remembered GSP in your will?
Thank you to the people who are Grace St. Paul’s for hosting the
potluck Coffee Hour after today’s Creation Sunday services!
Coming up: October 13, 2019: GSP Staff and Afternoon Front Desk Volunteers,

and Advertising (Pam Spears and Bruce Anderson, contacts)
Today’s Interfaith Festival of Creation marks the debut of Bordando
Esperanza, a group of migrant women who embroidered quilt squares
as they wait in shelters here and in Mexico.
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Thank you for your prayers on behalf of women incarcerated at the Eloy
Detention Center. We have learned that Ingrid Osbeli Cruz Marcos, who
gathered the names, has been deported to Guatemala. We continue to pray for
the safety of Ingrid, her family, and other deported asylum-seekers.

We Need a Couple Marketing Gurus
Somewhere buried in the pews at Grace St. Paul’s
reside a few parishioners who have marketing skills
coursing through their veins, a few folks who
have lived and breathed the world of advertising
and are looking for a way to give back to this community
and share with the world the wonders of this place
through all forms of media.
If I have just described you, or a semblance of you,
we need to talk.
—Your Loving Rector

Centering Prayer—Christian Form of Meditation
We meet every Thursday at 12:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. We sit for twenty minutes of silent
prayer meditation followed by a reading from Open Mind, Open Heart by Thomas Keating. If you’d
like to try out this method of prayer, please join us some Thursday and come a little early for a
brief instruction. Contact Pastor Kimberlee with any questions.

Centering Prayer: A Contemplative Retreat is being planned for Saturday, October 12, at
Sanctuary Cove in Tucson. Space is limited to 15 people. Please contact Pastor Kimberlee if you
are interested in attending.

Food for the Journey: Adult Spiritual Formation
TODAY: Cosmic Journeys: The Universe in Motion—Sunday, October 6 at

9 a.m. in the Bloom Room.
“Now that we are coming to understand the magnificent nature of the cosmos, we’re finding that many of
the intuitions of mystics of all religions are paralleled by scientific theories and explanations.”—Richard Rohr
Some Christians think that God only started interacting with humans 6,000 years ago, but Creation
has existed for billions of years. This 50-minute video invites us to meditate on our unfathomably
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vast, primordial, and complex cosmos through beautiful images caught by the Hubble Telescope.
Exploring the universe inspires us to consider-a word whose Latin roots cum (with) and sidera
(stars) literally mean with the stars—a theology of cosmic praxis. Theologian Denis Edwards writes:
“The concept of praxis . . . refers to our participation in the shaping of the world in which we live. It is based
upon the idea that we are meant to make a difference. We are called to be contributors, people of
reflection and action. . . . This is our common human task. It is our call to be participators in God’s
continuous creation.” Victoria Stefani is an artist, writer, teacher, and member of GSP’s Adult Spiritual
Formation Team.
THURSDAY: Between the Lines: Scholarship and Depth Psychology Meet

Sunday’s Scripture Reading—Every Thursday at 10 a.m. in the Bloom
Room. From Sept. 19 to Oct. 10, this long-running Thursday group will read and
discuss John Shelby Spong’s Unbelievable: Why Neither Ancient Creeds Nor the
Reformation Can Produce a Living Faith Today. Some participants in the weekly Between the
Lines lectionary Bible readings study group will read and discuss Spong’s book. He was the Episcopal
Bishop of Newark and is one of the leading exponents for a new interpretation of Christianity for
the twenty-first century. Come join our exploration and discussions of Spong’s critique of
traditional Christianity, his reasons for “a radical rethinking of our religious symbols,” and his call
for the beginning of a new reformation. The book is available for $20 in the church office.

Food for the Journey: Children, Families & Youth
Sunday School Update
Today is Creation Sunday. At 10 a.m., please meet in the narthex! Children will be processing
in to church and then go downstairs for their regular classes.

Youth Group Update
Youth Group leaders are needed! If you have an interest in helping once a month with youth group,
please talk to Pastor Kimberlee. Plans are being made to have a gathering every Sunday at 10 a.m.,
as well as a monthly fun activity, but we need additional leaders.

Change the World
Animal Blessing 2019
Animals provide a window to our Compassionate God. The love we give to a pet, and receive from
a pet, can draw us more deeply into the larger circle of life, into the wonder of our common
relationship to our Creator. To honor the special relationship between you and your pet(s), come
to the annual Blessing of Animals, today at 5 p.m. on the labyrinth at Grace St. Paul’s.
Everyone and their companion animals are welcome: lizards, horses, cats, dogs, hamsters, and
animals not listed. For animals who have crossed over, bring your favorite picture.
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Coming later this month:
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TODAY AT GSP:

The people of Grace St. Paul’s acknowledge the original caretakers of the desert in which
we reside. The indigenous habitation of the Tucson Basin dates back approximately 12,500
years, likely representing the oldest, continuously inhabited area in what is now the United
States. Contemporary native people that constitute our ethnographic history include the
Akimel O’odham, Apache, Hopi, Maricopa, Yaqui, Tohono O’odham, Yavapai, and Zuni people.
Source: friendsofsaguaro.org

Who’s Who at Grace St. Paul’s
Vestry

Staff

Phil Johnson, Senior Warden; Laura AngeleyDevereux, Special Assistant to the Rector; Kevan Perry,
Junior Warden; Rob Rauh, Chancellor; Wil Harri,
Treasurer
Vestry Members: Kim Braun, Karen Hanson, Wesley
Hunter, Sinead Jackson, Rita Magdaleno, Deborah
Tinajero, Rod Warfield, Ric Wood

Jane Click, Pianist; Lieto Ensemble; Will Dekoevend,
Facilities Assistant; Argelia El-Khayat, Nursery Worker;
Christina Jarvis, Music Director; Pamela Spears, Parish
Administrator; David Wachter, Organist & Publications
Manager; James White, Sexton

Clergy

Children and Youth Spiritual Formation
Leaders

Jennifer Reddall, Bishop of Arizona; Richard Mallory,
Associate Rector; Kimberlee Law, Associate Rector;
Mary Delaney, Joe Fitzgerald, Steve Kelsey, Priest
Associates; Nancy Meister, Chris Ledyard, Deacons;
Lynn Marie Hunter, Interfaith Minister; Steve
Keplinger, Rector

Vergers & Acolytes
Martha Farnham, Verger

Consultant
Patti Morrison, Bookkeeper

Madeleine Caldwell, Laurie Finn, Anne Harri, Rob
Hilliker, Jim Kane, Jennifer Katcher, Gwen McCaffrey,
Mary Prasciunas, Maria Ramirez, Betty Rathbone,
Taner Starks, Joseph Stefani, Victoria Stefani, Mary
Steffenson, Sandra Thompson

Nursery Worker
Argelia El-Khayat

Nursery Volunteers
Ellen Caldwell, Eileen Mundt

