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Opening Prayer 

Dear God,  

Creator of the earth, this sacred home we share;  

Give us new eyes to see the beauty all around and to protect the wonders of 
creation.  

Give us new arms to embrace the strangers among us and to know them as 
family.  

Give us new ears to hear and understand those who live off the land and to 
hear and understand those who extract its resources.  

Give us new hearts to recognize the brokenness in our communities and to 
heal the wounds we have inflicted.  

Give us new hands to serve the earth and its people and to shape beloved 
community.  

For you are the One who seeks the lost, binds our wounds and sets us free, 
and it is in the name of Jesus the Christ we pray.  

Amen. 
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“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; 
for he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers” (Psalm 
24:1-2). 
 

“You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are … members of the 
household of God” (Ephesians 2:19).  

The Integrity of Creation  
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Our Earth Systems  
 

The Lord by wisdom founded the earth;  by understanding he 
established the heavens; by his knowledge the deeps broke open, 

and the clouds drop down the dew.  
 – Proverbs 3:19-20 

Our sun is the dominant source of all 
external energy to our Earth.  

 
All parts of the Earth System: the 
Atmosphere (air), the Geosphere 

(land), the Hydrosphere (water), and 
the Biosphere (living things) interact 

and are interrelated through climatic 
processes, through the hydrologic cycle 

and through biochemical cycles. 

 
The interactions of the geosphere, 

hydrosphere, and atmosphere gave 
rise to the conditions that suport life on 

our planet.  Atmosphere Geosphere 

Biosphere Hydrosphere 
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The Biosphere and Ecosystems 
 

The biosphere includes every area on Earth where organisms live.  

The wide range of plant and animal 
species, their interrelations and  

interdependence, and their 
dependence with that of their physical 

environment form an Ecosystem. 
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Biological Diversity 
 
 

The variety of life on Earth, its biological diversity is commonly referred to as 
biodiversity.  The number of species of plants, animals, and microorganisms, the 
enormous diversity of genes in these species, the different ecosystems on the 

planet, such as deserts, rainforests and coral reefs are all part of a biologically 
diverse Earth.  
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Humans and Biological Diversity 

All cultures have their roots in our biological diversity in some way or form.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many hold an ethical belief that we should protect nature simply because it’s there. 
Others hold an ethical belief that we should protect nature because God created 
it even before He created humans, irrespective of what it does for humans. But we 
also value it for the many services that it provides us, over and above the goods 
we use for our everyday lives. 
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Biodiversity and the Web of Life 
“The Web of Life connects us all, each strand its vital role, for what 
affects a single one, affects the living whole.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nature, the web of life, is a delicate balance.  

Our planet’s life-giving atmosphere is the product of billions of years 
of atmospheric and biologic forces in synchrony with one another and 
balanced by life on earth.  

Species depend on one another for food and shelter. The well-being of 
one species affects the well-being of many others.  

Biodiversity is critical to solving climate chaos.  8 



 

A healthy biodiversity provides a number of natural services for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

How is Biodiversity Important? 

Ecosystem Services that Nature provides 

Direct Services: Food, 
clothing, energy, medicines, 
shelter, transportation 
 
Indirect Services: 
Protection against storms 
and erosion, clean water 
 
Aesthetic and ethical 
values:  Healthy 
environments left for future 
generations 
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Biodiversity and Resilience 

Biodiversity is a kind of climate change insurance – we 
humans know very little about how natural systems work and 
how tipping points can trigger cascading ecological effects. 
Examples from marine fisheries abound where entire systems 
have collapsed due to over-fishing and thus limit options for 
climate change adaptation. 

High levels of genetic diversity allow for more adaptive 
responses. Similarly, genetically modified organisms may be 
maladaptive in a changing climate due to their simplified 
genetic structure. 

Intact and connected landscapes are better able to provide 
refuge for climate-forced wildlife migrations than 
fragmented areas with low levels of diversity and artificial 
barriers to migration, i.e. Border Wall. 
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Disrupting the dynamic equilibrium of 
ecosystems and recovery 

 Greater species diversity 
ensures natural sustainability 
for all life forms 

  The removal of wolves from America’s 
lower 48th states as part  of a predator 
control program removed Yellowstone’s 
top predator and disrupted food webs 
and set off a damaging cascade.  

  In 1995 wolves were re-introduced into 
Yellowstone and began to partially 
restore the ecological changes caused 
by their removal.  

  The natural world holds the keys for 
reaching both a safe climate and a 
living planet.  
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Five mass extinctions have had cataclysmic effects on earth’s biodiversity throughout 
geologic history. The causes of the five previous mass extinctions were natural 
catastrophes. The sixth, in contrast is man-made and occurring now. 
 

Our planet is now in the midst of its sixth mass extinction of plants and animals – the 
sixth wave of extinctions in the past half-billion years. We’re currently experiencing 
the worse spate of species die-offs since the loss of the dinosaurs 65 million years 
ago. … As many as 30 to 50 percent of all species possibly heading toward 
extinction by mid-century. 
 

    Ref: C.D. Thomas et al., Extinction risk from climate change. Nature 427: 145-148 
 

The Sixth Extinction 
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Teaming denizens of the seas are poisoned 
or trapped by plastic waste or discarded 
fishing nets.  
 

Birds, turtles, and whales are poisoned by 
ingesting plastic wastes that taste like their 
natural food and fill their stomachs so that 
they starve.  
 

Cetaceans and dolphins are deafened and 
beached by sonic booms from seabed fossil 
fuel searches or military exercises.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human Endangerment of Environments 
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The natural biological content of fertile soil has been 
stripped by agrifarming practices. Over use of chemical 
supplements are washed down to rivers and coastal 
waters where they contribute to dead zones bereft of sea 
life (eutrofication).  

Destruction of Agricultural Fertility 
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Mangroves have from time immemorial shielded coastal areas from the 
worst force of storms and provided habitats for aquatic life. They now 
are often stripped and replaced by rice paddies and shrimp farms or 
harvested for lumber.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Massive flooding from storm surges is a major threat to lives and 
property in low-lying areas. The impacts are particularly disastrous when 
storm surges strike densely populated coastal areas – Bangladesh is the 
country most vulnerable to tropical cyclones in the world. 
 

Damage to Natural Safeguards 
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Forest trees in their billions create giant rivers of water in the air that form clouds and 
create rainfall hundreds and even thousands of miles away. This hitherto neglected impact 
of deforestation could in many continental interiors dwarf the impacts of global climate 
change. It could dry up the Nile, hobble the Asian monsoon, and desiccate agricultural 
fields from Argentina to the Midwestern US. 
Ref: https://e360.yale.edu/features/how-deforestation-affecting-global-water-cycles-climate-change 

Scientists are finding that vegetation can control weather patterns across huge distances. 
Half or more of the rainfall over continental interiors comes from plants cycling water from 
soil into the atmosphere, where powerful wind currents can transport it to distant places. 
Ref: https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/10/how-forests-affect-climate-change/572770/ 

Deforestation and Global Climate 
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“Teach your children what we have taught our children – that the earth is our 
mother. Whatever befalls the earth befalls the sons and daughters of the 
earth. If men spit upon the ground, they spit upon themselves. This we know. 
The earth doesn’t belong to us, we belong to the earth. This we know. All 
things are connected like the blood which unites one family. All things are 
connected. Whatever befalls the earth befalls the sons and daughters of the 
earth. We do not weave the web of life, we are merely a strand in it. 
Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.”  

        – Attributed to Chief Seattle. 
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Sustainable Indigenous Land Management 
  We have recently begun to recognize indigenous people as active agents of 
environmental change and stewardship.  
  When John Muir first admired the grand vistas of Yosemite and the gold and purple 

flowers carpeting the Central Valley, he was seeing the fertile gardens of the Sierra 
Miwok and Valley Yokuts Indians, modified and made productive by centuries of 
harvesting, tilling, sowing, pruning, and burning.  

  The Maya people of Mesoamerica preserve an astonishing amount of biodiversity in 
their forest gardens, in harmony with the surrounding forrest. “The active gardens 
found around Maya forest villagers’ houses show that it’s the most diverse domestic 
system in the world” integrated into the forest ecosystem.  

  Alaskan Inuit elders understand how an increase in beaver populations in the changing 
Arctic reduced the spawning habitat for salmon and other fish, which meant less prey 
for the belugas and so fewer whales.  

  Australian aborigines prior to colonization managed the landscape with “fire stick 
farming.” “Their practices distributed plants with the precision of a flame edge, 
attracted or deterred grazing animals and located them in habitats each preferred, 
making them abundant, convenient, and predictable.” 

  These traditional ecological knowledge and native land management practices 
are essential if we are to successfully meet the challenge of living sustainably 
on a planet of limited resources. 

Ref: Tending The Wild: Native American Knowledge and the Management of Resources, M. Kat Anderson 

Ref: https://e360.yale.edu/features/native-knowledge-what-ecologists-are-learning-from-indigenous-people 
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Does Nature Have Value Beyond  
What It Provides Humans 

2008: Ecuador granted rights to Nature in its Constitution:  Nature has the right to 
exist, persist, maintain and regenerate.  
 

2010: Bolivia enshrined the natural world’s rights with equal status for Mother Earth. 
 

2017: New Zealands’s Parliament declared that the country’s third largest river, the 
Whanganui has the same legal rights as a person. The designation culminates a 
140-year campaign by indigenous groups. 
 

2017: India’s Uttarakhand High Court’s landmark judgement accorded the status of 
living entities to the Ganga and Yamuna Rivers, Himalayan glaciers, rivers, rivulets, 
streams, lakes, air, meadows, dales, jungles, forest wetlands, grasslands, springs and 
waterfalls.  
 

2018: Colombia’s Supreme Court in an historic precedent in climate change litigation 
recognized the Amazon rainforest as having the same rights as a human being.  

An emerging international rights-of-nature movement aims to address the way 
western legal systems treat nature as property. It uses legal constructs, such as 
personhood and rights-based approaches, to protect the natural world.  
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Spiritual Perspective on Care of Creation 

  “There have been prophets in our history who understood the fundamental 
interrelationships between human beings and creation, and who challenged 
the church to respond. Hildegard of Bingen wrote often about greenness, or 
as she put it, “Viriditas”, … the creative force in all that is, that which leads 
to resurrection, to new life born out of death, to the rising life of Jesus, to 
the ever-present Spirit drawing us into the creative relationship with God 
and all God’s creation. You and I are meant to be partners in God’s 
glorious creative work. How will you be green, and heal this planet, and 
give glory to God?” 

  Ref: The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, oceanographer and former Presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church, April 18, 2008 

20 



Buddhist “ecology monks” in Thailand and Cambodia have ordained trees 
in order to protect the environment and deter illegal mountainside logging 
which has caused catastrophic mudslides. To harm an ordained monk is a 
religious taboo and a legal offense. Ordination extends this legal status to 
the tree. Local communities take part, feeling it a way to connect religious 
beliefs and values to nature. 
 
Ref: https://sojo.net/articles/protect-environment-buddhist-monks-are-ordaining-trees? 

Sacredness of Creation 
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“The Creation belongs (and so do you) not to the life-
denying, world-destroying, faith nullifying empire, but to 
the God who cares in seeming absence and who governs in 
seeming defeat.”  
 

      A Gospel of Hope, by Walter Brueggemann. p106.w2 

Finding God in Creation 
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Creation Care at the 79th General Convention  
of The Episocopal Church (2018) 

General Convention addressed some 18 resolutions 
strengthening its position on stewardship of the 
environment and creation care. 
 

“The number of care of creation resolutions that passed 
General Convention 79 was remarkable and a sign of a 
growing, vital spirit in the Episcopal Church around 
creation care.” – Bishop Marc Andrus 

A018 - Episcopalians’ participation in the Paris Agreement. 
C049 - encourages churches to serve and promote locally grown food.  
B027 - gender inclusivity in climate change action.  
A213 - energy and water efficiency across the church.  
B025 - learn about regional watersheds and aquifers, recognizes water as a publicly held 
natural system and access to water and sanitation as a human right.  
C063 - ocean health through public policy advocacy, for example “to prevent or limit 
adverse effects to species and ecosystems from offshore oil, gas, and mineral exploration, 
drilling, and extraction and to support sustainable fisheries” and “to prevent illegal fishing, 
over-fishing, and by-catch.” 
D081 - help communities affected by change in energy use as they transition to clean energy 
economies.  
D053 - stewardship of creation with church-owned land. 23 



So the heart of the debate about climate change, at least for Christian disciples, 
should not be arguments about whether human activity has altered the integrity 
of creation. … Rather Christian voices in the public square, joined by those of 
other religious faiths, must assert that creation has its own intrinsic, sacred value 
because it is linked to the life and breath of the Creator.  
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Listen	  to	  the	  earth	  and	  its	  people	  	  
 

Understand that listening is deeply connected to healing. In many healing 
stories in the gospels, Jesus asked, “What do you want me to do for you?” 
That is, he listened first and then acted.                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Get out and walk the land, sitting beside people whose livelihood 
depends on that land, slow down and live at the pace of the stories we 
hear. Trust that listening is prayer. 
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Conduct practices designed to encourage a contemplative engagement with 
nature.  
•  Journaling about your own experiences in nature,  
•  Reading nature poetry,  
•  Using guided meditations to be present where you are,  
•  Taking Holy Walks – walk with intentionality, breath work (breath in God, 

breath out Love), listen, and feel in your body the embodiment of God’s 
presence in nature.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Prayer/Eucharistic services in a natural setting. 

Contemplate	  Crea1on	  
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Environmental issues are simultaneously ethical  
Issues and provide an opportunity to draw others  
toward God. The way that we treat the earth reflects  
our values.  
 
 
 

Questions to reflect on:    
 

•  Is it right for us to use up the entire world’s supply of nonrenewable resources in just a 
few centuries, leaving none for future generations? Are there moral implications for the 
human---‐induced elimination of species created by God?  

•  Am I acting rightly toward my neighbor if my actions cause his or her quality of life to 
be decreased in order to maintain my standard of living?  

 

By acting out our values of love, compassion, humility, and self-sacrifice, we have an 
opportunity to “be Christ” to a needy world.  

Prayerfully	  Consider	  Care	  of	  Crea1on	  
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Pray	  and	  invite	  God’s	  inspira2on	  in	  your	  life.	  	  (Repent	  of	  the	  
destruc2on	  of	  crea2on)	  

	  

Read	  and	  contemplate	  the	  scriptures	  to	  discover	  and	  embody	  in	  
your	  heart	  God’s	  desire	  for	  crea2on.	  

	  

Read	  and	  listen	  to	  stories	  of	  other	  Chris2ans	  ac2ng	  around	  the	  
world	  to	  protect	  crea2on.	  

Get	  Inspired	  	  
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•  About	  how	  God	  sees	  Crea2on	  (love	  God	  with	  your	  heart,	  soul	  and	  
mind)	  	  

•  About	  the	  various	  Crea2on	  through	  biodiversity	  issues	  that	  
threaten	  crea2on,	  and	  the	  related	  Causes	  and	  ac2ons,	  locally,	  
na2onally,	  and	  interna2onally.	  

Become	  Informed	  	  
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•  Work	  with	  Grace	  St.	  Paul’s	  Animals	  and	  Spirituality	  Ministry	  and	  the	  
Green	  Church	  CommiGee	  at	  Grace	  St.	  Paul’s,	  and	  others	  locally,	  such	  as	  
Ci2zens	  Climate	  Lobby.	  	  	  

•  Change	  the	  way	  you	  live	  and	  ac2vely	  look	  aJer	  God’s	  crea2on	  in	  your	  
work,	  church	  and	  other	  areas	  of	  life.	  

	  Get	  Involved	  	  
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Lifestyle Changes To Care for Creation 

Have fewer offspring 
 World overpopulation is increasing human-caused environmental disruptions. 

Consume less meat, avoid red meat in particular.  
A plant-based diet may be the single biggest way to reduce your impact on planet Earth, 
not just greenhouse gases, but global acidification, eutrophication, land use and water use. 
Raising animals for food is also the largest contributor to wildlife extinction world-wide. 

Make less garbage 
There’s too much plastic lingering out in the world destroying our environment and 
endangering creatures. Don’t rely on large-scale ocean clean-up operations and plastic-
hungry microbes. Replace plastic items with reusable or more biodegradable options.    

Waste less food 
Food takes energy to produce and distribute. The U.S. alone discards something like 37 
million tons annually. Thirty percent of food produced is never consumed.  

Protect endangered species 
Protecting endangered species and combatting deforestation are important to maintaining 
resilient ecosystems and stabilizing our climate. 

Avoid air travel 
One round-trip flight between New York and California, generates about 20 percent of the 
greenhouse gases that your car emits over an entire year. 

Live car-free 
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Most High, all powerful, to you be praise, glory, honor and all blessing. 
Only to you, Most High, do they belong and no one is worthy to call upon 
your name. 
May you be praised, my Holy One, with all your creatures, especially 
brother sun, through whom you lighten the day for us. 
He is beautiful and radiant with great splendor, and he signifies you, O 
Most High.  
Be praised, my Holy One, for sister moon and the stars: Clear and precious 
and lovely, they are formed in heaven. 

CLOSING PRAYER:  THE CANTICLE OF THE CREATURES 
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Be praised, my Holy One, for brother wind and by air and clouds, clear skies 
and all weathers, by which you give sustenance to your creatures. 

Be praised, my Holy One, for sister water, who is very useful and humble and 
precious and pure.  

Be praised, my Holy One, for brother fire, by whom the night is illumined for us: 
he is beautiful and cheerful, full of power and strength.    

Be praised my Holy One, for sister, our mother earth, who sustains and governs 
us and produces diverse fruits and colored flowers and grass.  

Be praised, my Holy One, by all those who forgive for love of you and who 
bear weaknesses and tribulation. 

Blessed are those who endure in peace: For by you Most High, they will be 
crowned. 

Be praised, my Holy One, for our sister, the death of the body, from whom no 
one living is able to flee; woe to those who are dying in mortal sin. 

Blessed are those who are found doing your most holy will, for the second death 
will do them no harm. 

Praise and bless my Holy One and give thanks and service with great humility. 

(adapted version – St. Francis of Assisi) 
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