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O God, 

who on the holy mount didst reveal to chosen witnesses 

thy well-beloved Son, 

wonderfully transfigured, 

in raiment white and glistening: 

Mercifully grant that we, 

being delivered from the disquietude of  this world, 

may by faith behold the King in his beauty; 

who with thee, O Father, 

and thee, O Holy Ghost, 

liveth and reigneth, 

one God, world without end.

Amen

COLLECT FOR THE TRANSFIGURATION
6 August  



Transfiguration of Christ, c. 1490, by Giovanni Bellini 



The Transfiguration, 
c.1520, 

the last painting 
by Raphael



Transfiguration, 1560, by  Titian 



Transfiguration of Christ, 1673-78, by Michael Angelo



The TRANSFIGURATION is one of the major milestones in the gospel
narrative of Jesus’ life. They are:

His BIRTH—Glory be to God on high
His BAPTISM--You are my beloved son
His TRANSFIGURATION--This is my beloved son. Listen to him.
His CRUCIFIXION—It is finished.
His RESURRECTION—He is risen.
His ASCENSION--You shall receive power.

THE TRANSFIGURATION’S IMPORTANCE



James Tissot

Jesus’ TRANSFIGURATION is an event
in the New Testament where
Jesus became radiant in glory upon a
mountain.

The English word "transfiguration"
comes from the Latin roots trans-
("across") and figura ("form, shape"). It
thus signifies a change of form or
appearance. This is reportedly what
happened to Jesus.

The word was first used in English as the
name of this biblical event, so the word
has always kept a somewhat religious—
and almost always positive—tone. A
face may be transfigured by joy, and an
"ugly duckling" may be slowly
transfigured into a radiant beauty.

THE WORD TRANSFIGURATION



A TRANSFIGURATION is
when something changes
in a very notable way,
usually from a lowly state
into a much greater state.

Matthew and Mark use
the Koine Greek word
“metamorphoo,” which
means to change from one
form into another. It is
where we get the English
word “metamorphosis.”

Pietro Perugino, c.1500

THE WORD TRANSFIGURATION



As Harry Potter fans know, Transfiguration was a
core class and subject taught at the Hogwarts
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Branches of
Transfiguration include Trans-Species
Transformation and Human Transformation. This
type of magic was regarded as "very hard work"
and was "more scientific" than Charmswork. One
had to get it exactly right for the transfiguration
to be successful.

This subject’s professor for many years was Albus
Dumbledore and later Minerva McGonagall. She
introduced the subject this way:

Transfiguration is some of the most complex and
dangerous magic you will learn at Hogwarts.
Anyone messing around in my class will leave and
not come back. You have been warned.

FICTIONAL USE OF THE WORD TRANSFIGURATION



The three Synoptic Gospels describe
the TRANSFIGURATION toward the
middle of the narrative and 2 Peter
also refers to it. Here is Luke’s account:

Jesus took with him Peter and John
and James, and went up on the
mountain to pray. And while he was
praying, the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became
dazzling white. Suddenly they saw
two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to
him. They appeared in glory and were
speaking of his departure, which he
was about to accomplish at
Jerusalem. Now Peter and his
companions were weighed down with
sleep; but since they had stayed
awake, they saw his glory and the two
men who stood with him.

Giovanni Bellini

LUKE’S ACCOUNT OF THE TRANSFIGURATION--1



Just as they were leaving
him, Peter said to Jesus,
“Master, it is good for us to
be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one
for Moses, and one for
Elijah”—not knowing what
he said. While he was
saying this, a cloud came
and overshadowed them;
and they were terrified as
they entered the cloud.
Then from the cloud came a
voice that said, “This is my
Son, my Chosen; listen to
him!” When the voice had
spoken, Jesus was found
alone. And they kept silent
and in those days told no
one any of the things they
had seen.

--Luke 9:28-36
Carl Bloch, c. 1865

LUKE’S ACCOUNT OF THE TRANSFIGURATION--2



Luke mentions several details
about the event that the other
evangelists do not.

He notes that this happened
while Jesus was praying. He
mentions that Peter and his
companions “were heavy with
sleep, and when they wakened
they saw his glory and the two
men who stood with him.” He
mentions that Peter made his
suggestion to put up booths as
Moses and Elijah were departing.
Luke states that they spoke of
Jesus' exodus, which he was about
to accomplish in Jerusalem. Luke
is also specific in describing Jesus
in a state of glory.

Icon in Yaroslavl, Russia, 1516

LUKE’S ACCOUNT OF THE TRANSFIGURATION--3



The setting on the mountain may
be seen as the point where
human nature meets God: the
meeting place for the temporal
and the eternal, with Jesus
Himself as the connecting point,
acting as the bridge between
heaven and earth.

THE PLACE OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 

Church St.Johannis
in Hamburg-Eppendorf



THE TIMING OF THE TRANSFIGURATION

Jesus’ TRANSFIGURATION came fairly late in
His ministry, near the “beginning of the end”
of Jesus’ earthly life. Shortly before His
mountaintop transformation, Jesus had told
His disciples plainly, for the first time, that it
would be necessary for Him to suffer and die,
but that he would rise again to new life on
the third day. Only at this point, after Jesus
had performed His dramatic miracles, like
healing the blind and the possessed, walking
on water, and raising the dead, did Jesus
possibly consider the time right to disclose
God’s mysterious plan for Him to His closest
followers.

The TRANSFIGURATION may be the
representation of a future development as if
presently accomplished, a glimpse of the
glory that awaits Jesus at His resurrection.



The TRANSFIGURATION possesses one of the very few
chronological connections found in the Gospels outside the
passion narrative. The temporal tie between the
transfiguration and the previous events at Caesarea Philippi
extends to how this event is to be interpreted. The words
"This is my Son, whom I love" are a rebuke of Peter's
placement of Jesus on the same level as Moses and Elijah
with his wish for three booths as well as a divine
confirmation of Jesus' Messianic identity given in Peter's
confession

Whereas the Voice at Jesus’ Baptism may have been
directed to Jesus, here it is directed to the three disciples.
"Listen to him" is best interpreted in light of what had taken
place at Caesarea Philippi, for Jesus does not speak to them
at His TRANSFIGURATION. These words are best understood
as a rebuke of Peter's unwillingness to accept Jesus' teaching
concerning His future passion.

THE TIMING OF THE TRANSFIGURATION



The purpose of the TRANSFIGURATION of
Jesus into at least a part of His heavenly
glory may have been so that the “inner
circle” of His disciples could gain a greater
understanding of who Jesus was. Perhaps
Jesus underwent a dramatic change in
appearance in order that the disciples
could behold Him in His glory. The
disciples, who had only known Him in His
human body, now had a greater realization
of the deity of Christ, though they could
not fully comprehend it. That gave them
the reassurance they needed after hearing
the shocking news of His coming death.

St.Irenaeus was fascinated by the
TRANSFIGURATION and wrote: "the glory
of God is a live human being and a truly
human life is the vision of God.“

THE PURPOSE OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 



In His glorified form the three
disciples saw a preview of Jesus’
coming glorification and
enthronement as King of kings and
Lord of lords.

Moses and Elijah were the only two
people in the Old Testament that
experienced and saw the full glory
of God, both at Mount Sinai. In fact,
when Moses came down from the
mountain after receiving the Ten
Commandments, he had been in
such intense contact with God’s
presence that he was radiating
light.

THE GLORY OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 

Byzantine artwork, c.1200



The TRANSFIGURATION not
only supports Jesus’ identity as
the Son of God (as in His
Baptism), but the statement
"listen to him" identifies Him
as God’s messenger and
mouth-piece. The significance
of this identification is
enhanced by the presence of
Moses and Elijah, for it
indicates to the disciples that
Jesus is God’s Voice, and
instead of Moses or Elijah,
representing the Law and the
Prophets, Jesus should be
listened to, surpassing the laws
of Moses by virtue of His
divinity and filial relationship
with God.

THE MEANING OF THE TRANSFIGURATION

Cristofano Gherardi, 1555



Origen was the first to comment that the presence of Moses and
Elijah represented the "Law and the Prophets," referring to the Torah
(also called the Pentateuch) and the rest of the Hebrew Bible.

Martin Luther continued to see them as the Law and the Prophets
respectively, and their recognition of and conversation with Jesus as
a symbol of how Jesus fulfills "the Law and the Prophets."

God’s Voice from heaven saying “Listen to Him!” showed that the
Law and the Prophets must give way to Jesus. The One who is the
new and living way is replacing the old. He is the fulfillment of the
Law and the countless prophecies in the Old Testament.

To 1st-century Christians Moses may have represented those who will
die and be resurrected and go to heaven, while Elijah may have
represented those who will go to heaven without experiencing
death.

MOSES AND ELIJAH AT THE TRANSFIGURATION 



The Franciscan Church of the Transfiguration
on Mount Tabor 

In Israel 

The biblical writers apparently
were not interested in
locating exactly where this
event took place; they were
more concerned with what
took place.

Since the 3rd century, some
Christians have identified
Mount Tabor as the site of the
TRANSFIGURATION, including
Origen. But it is not a "high"
mountain and the presence of
a Roman garrison stationed
on the top in Jesus' day makes
this questionable.

THE "HIGH MOUNTAIN" OF THE TRANSFIGURATION

Several other geographical locations have been suggested:
Mount Hermon (truly “high,” at 9,200 ft.);
Mount Carmel (out of the way for the surrounding events); and
the Mount of Olives.



Basilica of the Transfiguration, 
Mount Tabor

Bell tower
of the Orthodox monastery, 

Mount Tabor



In the East, the
TRANSFIGURATION has been
celebrated since the late 4th

century, and is one of the twelve
great festivals of the East
Orthodox calendar.

In the West some monastic orders
observed it after the 9th century.
In 1457 Pope Callistus III ordered
its general observance in
thanksgiving for the lifting of
the Turkish siege of Belgrade in
July 1456. This was also the date
of the dedication of the first
church built on Mount Tabor.

The feast is found in the Sarum
Missal.

THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION

Theophanes the Greek, 15th century



At the time of the Reformation, it was
still felt in some countries to be a "recent
innovation" instituted by the pope and so
was not immediately taken over into
most Reformation calendars, but is now
found on most calendars that have been
revised in the 20th century.

The feast was first included in the English
Prayer Book as a black letter day in the
1561 revision of the church year calendar
and thus appears in the 1662 Prayer
Book. It was included as a red letter day
with proper collect and readings in the
1892 American Prayer Book and all
Anglican revisions of the Prayer Book
have since followed the American
example. Our Book of Common Prayer
listed it as a Feast of our Lord but not as a
Principal Feast.

THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION

Novgorod school, 15th century



A recent tendency in the West is
to commemorate the
TRANSFIGURATION on the
Sunday just before Lent, in
accordance with the pattern
found in the Synoptics, where
Jesus is represented as beginning
to speak of His forthcoming death
just about the time of the
TRANSFIGURATION. That
therefore forms a fitting transition
between the Epiphany season, in
which Christ makes Himself
known, and the Lenten season, in
which he prepares the disciples
for what lies ahead. Whether
observing the TRANSFIGURATION
then will affect its observation on
6 August remains to be seen.

THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION



O God, 

who before the passion of  thy only-begotten Son

didst reveal his glory upon the holy mount: 

Grant unto us that we, 

beholding by faith the light of  his countenance, 

May be strengthened to bear our cross, 

and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; 

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, 

for ever and ever.

Amen.

LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

The TRANSFIGURATION gospel is now
used on this Sunday in all three years of
the BCP Eucharistic lectionary. As an
Epiphany story, the TRANSFIGURATION
provides one of the most distinctive and
dramatic manifestations of Jesus’ divinity.



The Hymnal 1982 provides a couple of hymns for the
TRANSFIGURATION, which are listed as Epiphany hymns.

Hymns 136-137

O wondrous type! O vision fair 
of glory that the Church may share, 
which Christ upon the mountain shows, 
where brighter than the sun he glows! 

With shining face and bright array, 
Christ deigns to manifest today 
what glory shall be theirs above 
who joy in God with perfect love. 

O Father, with the eternal Son, 
and Holy Spirit, ever One, 
vouchsafe to bring us by thy grace 
to see thy glory face to face.

TRANSFIGURATION HYMNS



Hymns 129-130 

Christ upon the mountain peak 
stands alone in glory blazing;
Let us if we dare to speak, 
with the saints and angels praise him.
Alleluia!

Trembling at his feet we saw 
Moses and Elijah speaking.
All the prophets and the law 
shout through them their joyful greeting.
Alleluia!

Swift the cloud of glory came,
God proclaiming in its thunder
Jesus as his Son by name!
Nations, cry aloud in wonder.
Alleluia!

This is God's beloved Son!
Law and prophets fade before him;
First and last and only one, 
Let creation now adore him.
Alleluia!

TRANSFIGURATION HYMNS



A.N. Mironov























Transfiguration, 1824, 
by Alexandr Ivanov 











The Transfiguration 
by Michael D. O’Brien, 

Canada



Transfiguration, by Laura James, USA



The Transfiguration, by Peter Howson, Scotland



Mandala of Transfiguration, by Jack Haas



Transfiguration, 
by Bernadette Lopez, 

Spain



Transfiguration, 
by James B. 
Janknegt, 

USA



Transfiguration, 
by Lewis Bowman, 

USA



Woodcut of the Transfiguration, by Sister Mary Grace Thul, USA



Transfiguration, 
by

Macha Chmakoff, 
France



Jesus’ 
Transfiguration, 
by Salvador Dali, 

Spain




